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THE GUARDS. 



CHAPTER I. 



PARTIES GIVEN BY PROXY. — THE TRICKS OF 
THE HAUTE NOBLESSE. 



" Qui facit per alteram, facit per se." 

Latin Protsrb. 
" Bon homme, bon homme ! 

Tu n'es pas mattre dans ta maison, 
Quand nous y aommes." 

French Song. 

There are certain men and women in town, 
who decidedly are not nouns substantive, for 
they can do nothing by themselves ; they have 
no will of their own, no ideas of their own, no 
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taste of their own, no power per *e, but depend 
entirely on some one or other to direct them ; 
and this somebody, whether male or female, $oi- 
disant friend, adviser, prototype, tiger, or de- 
pendant, . sodb usurps the reins of government, 
and commands house, purse, conduct, and whole 
establishment Such persons may be said to do 
every thing by proxy. But there are two classes 
of these proxy people : weak idiots, who are led 
by some artful, interested, and designing com- 
panion ; and ambitious creatures, who, aware in 
some measure of their own insignificance, apply 
to a titled or a fashionable proxy, to regulate all 
the affairs of their house, their table, and their 
station in society. The first class is so imbecile, 
that a valet, a groom, a horse-dealer, a leg or 
coxcomb, can make them do what bests suits 
the interest 6f each : the monied blockhead is 
bound to imitat* the style, fashion, dress, ex- 
travagance, and particular passion of the proxy. 
If he be an Exquisite, the copyist cannot put on 
a hat or a coat, without first studying the cut of 
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the one, and the last fashion of the other; such 
as his original, his oracle, or his tiger weaft. 
If the proxy be a drunkard, a gambler, a 
turf*man, a sporting-man, or an eccentric, the 
imitator must have the same passion; biit it 
generally occurs, that the pilot of Folly's bark 
(who is sure to run it ashore after plundering 
it) has a taste for all those pastimes ; and the 
monied man is sold to turf, fancy, gaming-table* 
taverns hdrse-dealer, jeweller, and jilt, all by the 
proxy's recommendation. How was Pea-green 
Ane handled by his advisers, and by those whdm 
he strove to copy and to outdo ! How was he 
turned to account by love, (we do not mean 
Mr. Love* the jeweller,) by liquor, and by the 

• Pea-green Ane, Tom Cruz, and others, seemed to 
hare most at heart the lavish expenditure of money. 
No mad and intoxicated tar could ever have a more de* 
cided itch for throwing money away, nor was Jack more 
ridiculous with his doxy, fiddler, and chaise and four, 
driving up aod^own to get to the end of his prise money, 
than Ane, the green-horn of would-be-fashion, was in 
dissipating his thousands. Conceive any thing more ridi- 
culous than his ordering a dressing-case, the price of 
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rivalry of aping the great! And how many 
others, like him, have come to nothing from the 
tame cause ! But it is not of these unintellectual 
things, depending on others for support, backed 
by their own coin, that we shall have to treat ; 
it is of rational simpletons, men of business and 
of property, of grave occupations, and placed de- 
cently in private life, who must soar above their 
means and sphere ; and who throw themselves 
into a state of dependence, by way of climbing 
on the shoulders of a Peer, or a Bight Honour- 
able Lady, into a place in high life. Of this class 
was Mr. Transfer, the banker, where our young 
Guardsman was prevailed upon to go one night 
of this gentleman's opening his house, like a 



which was fifteen hundred pounds ; and on Love's arriv- 
ing in a chaise and four with the case, his asking if ever 
he made any thing so handsome or so expensive, which 
was answered by " Only one ;" on which the spendthrift 
replied in a truly gentlemanlike manner," — — your eyes, 
Love, you must make mine cost more than that/- We 
only wonder how adults with such conduct are kept out 
of Bethlem. 
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coffee-room, to the idler, or the rout-lover of 
fashion. 

The banker, who, by-the-by, is a very good- 
natured man, would absolutely edge himself in 
amongst fashionables. He delighted to rub 
sleeves with the Peerage, to see My Lord in his 
card-rack, and My Lady at his supper-table; 
therefore, well knowing that the shortest road to 
draw quality to his house and board, was to give 
expensive parties, set dinners, superb suppers, 
an aggregation and congregation of visitors, to 
amass crowds, and stifle them in brilliant rooms, 
(which is called pleasure,) he resolved on giving 
his parties, at which the female part of his 
family was delighted ; but then the difficulty 
was how to assemble a muster of good-looking 
names, (for there is a great deal in the look of 
a name in the fashionable article in the news- 
paper the day after a party ;) he must do it 
per alterum, for he could not do it per se. 
Most fortunately for the gratification of his 
ambition, he had the high honour and solid 
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satisfaction of knowing a certain Scotch Earl, 
and a titled dame, (Lady Caro we will call her) : 
submitting all matters of taste into their 
hands, the good-tempered creature bethought 
himself of a plan, as he was handing a Vis- 
countess into her carriage at his bank one 
morning, for he should vastly have liked to see 
her splendid equipage and long liverymen stand- 
ing at his door in the form of a visit, instead of 
custom; he, therefore, when he went to his 
private house, imparted his scheme to the fe- 
male committee at home, and it was highly 
relished : it was this, to apply to Lady Caro, 
and to the lordly Scot, to take charge of his 
affairs entirely ; to do him the supreme honour 
and never-to-be-forgotten felicity of making his 
house their own, and, by condescending to 
allow him to be the nominal giver of parties, 
make him an empty and mere Co. in the con- 
cern, whilst they should actually dispose of 
his habitation as a rendezvous and a conve- 
nience to their numerous elegant acquaintance; 
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Lady Ca*e and the Peer, with thai obliging 
affability which they so eminently ponces, ao» 
ceded to h& terms ; agd. m, a short time his 
house w«j* filled .with, rank and fashion,, not 
on? of h*s guests being acquainted with 
Pkomme dt la matsom, for my Lord and her 
Ladyship had literally carte blanch*, and issued 
the good caen's tickets foe him, filled up with 
such names a$ they thought proper. The se- 
lection must be judicious, with sueh heads to 
nuke it I— and the banker's head was nearly 
tamed at beMdiftg* by the aid of a blaze of 
lights, such fois. of coronets drive up to his 
door : he waa bo beside himself with joy, that 
the. dream of his greatness lasted ail the next 
day, and he made a dozes* mistakes at his 
hacking-house, striking great people's, balances 
the wrong way, and looking out in the Court 
Calendar for a calculation of interest: he ad- 
dressed hia head, clerk as My Lord, and 
was so absent as to call out, to his cashier, 
who waa telling out change for a baa£ note, 
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" It is your Ladyship's deal; 91 so that it 
was much dreaded that he was a candidate for 
St Luke's. He recovered, however, this fashion- 
fever, and his parties continued with much 
spirit, and were always very numerously at- 
tended ; for the tasteful firm of Lady Caro and 
partner had thus an opportunity, not only of 
entertaining their circle gratis, and without 
trouble, at their banker's, but they could also 
invite people there whom they might not have 
invited at home. What a scope of patronage 
this gave her Ladyship ; and what fun this was 
to the good Lord ! The banker, all the time, 
however, was not without anxieties and fatigues ; 
anxieties as to many things going off well, and 
great fatigue in being introduced to, and in 
seeming acquainted with, the friends of those 
who held his proxy. In this embarrassment the 
ladies had their share: they were most eager to be 
known to Graces, Most Nobles, Right Honour- 
ables, and to Baronets' Ladies ; and, however 
mortifying it might be to them, it not unfre- 
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quently happened, that their guests passed them 
by with nodding plumes and distant looks, and 
never took the least notice of them- These were 
not the only slights; remarks and conversations 
were overheard, by no means flattering to those 
who had put themselves to great expense, for 
persons who took not the least interest in them, 
and never made any return for their atten- 
tions. Some even cut them the next day, — 
overlooked them at the Opera, or made a half 
acknowledgment in the Park; whilst the banker 
and domestic company were straining their 
necks to an agony, lest they should pass by any 
great person who had been at their party. 

Nothing could equal the ease and the elegance, 
the unceremonious and degage style of the titled 
proxies. "Oh! Colonel, by the by," would 
say his Lordship, " will you come to a nigo- 
cianVs party to-night ? All our friends will be 
there. The supper will be admirable, for I 
took care to order it myself, and the man will 
be most proud to receive you. Here, if you 

b 5 
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like, you may have halfa-dosen card* of invito, 
tion for yourself and friends. 9 Then Lady 
Caro would slop a party of beaux with, " I 
want you to come to a maris parties which I 
patronise; he is a banker, but a very civil 
fellow; I order every thing my own way there, 
and I will invite whom you like to meet you." 
Here a Guardsman would attract her Lady- 
ship's eye, and make a great favour of coming 
to the bourgeeti party. " I don't know the 
man, but I '11 go to oblige you/ 9 would he say. 
Then she would beckon a Lancer, and invite 
him as if to her own party; or she would 
engage a Tenth Hussar (i. e. one of the Tenth 
Hussars) to dance with some friend of hers, 
who would deign to accept the invite (as it 
is sometimes sillily called) under conditions. 
" Well, if I must, I must, but it's & condition 
that you will not expect me to bold conversation 
with the she banker, nor put me at table near 
tie family; not expect me to dance with any 
city people, nor to be bored with Monsieur. 



THJt QBAftD* 11 

Pray could not I go there without knowing the 
man at ail? And I say,, will you vouch for 
the quality of the fellow'* wines? for I wan 
poisoned with a glass of spurious Tokay at. a 
Knight's trumpery turn-out last week, and I 
swore that I never would go to haUv-faahionables 
any more ; but this once, if you tike, I shall 
quite consider myself your guest." 

These little sceae^ sojiattering to a man 
entertaining politely and extravagantly, were 
very common : nay, even (so hard is the fate 
of those who give parties by proxy) in the 
very interior of the place of expense, the 
greatest indifference was manifested towards 
the party entertaining. 

" Whose stranger are you, Sir George ?" said 
Colonel Manly to his friend* 
Lady Caro's " 

And do you know the. homo who. gives the 
party?" 

" Not I, unless it be the little mean-looking 
man near the door." 
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Oh ! that 's not him ; he is a better-looking 
article of commerce than that. I know him by 
sight, but have not spoken to him yet. I sup- 
pose I must by and by, for form's sake." 

" Let me tell you," interrupted a third, "that 
he is a very decent fellow: I shall patronize him 
all the season ; his suppers are first-rate affairs, 
and he is not in the least troublesome. If he sees 
his house full of fashion, he is contented ; and 
we all do what we please, and bring whom we 
choose. I myself am one of Lord "s invita- 
tion, and I have brought two more iansfacon." 

Little aware of this, the weak ambitious 
man, overpowered by the Peerage, the name of 
every Earl, Countess, Viscountess, Baron, and 
Right Honourable Lady echoing in his ear, 
was grateful to humiliation to his titled proxies, 
who thus took the trouble of inviting for him, 
and of dictating to him what he ought to do, and 
whom he ought to welcome to his house : and 
upon one particular occasion he came up to his 
directing patron, and Humbly said, « My Lord, 
I am truly indebted to you for the assemblage 
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erf rank and fashion which you have drawn to 
my house to-night ; I am quite overpowered by 
my feelings ; and all that I can add is, that no 
pains or expense shall be spared on my part to 
merit a continuance of your favour.'" My Lord 
smiled, or rather grinned horribly a ghastly 
smile, for he is the ugliest smiler we know ; and 
patting him on the back, as he would have done 
to his mouse-coloured Arabian, and which same 
patting, or rubbing down, is quite a legitimate 
practice, coming into fashion, it being purely 
Scotch, he assured him of his perfect approba- 
tion, and promised to bring him twice as many 
people to his next party, as there were present 
on that, which caused so great a sensation. The 
ladies of the bank presented their duties to the 
Right Honourable Directress, and were quite 
emues at being brought into such notice. 

Thus continued the winter parties ; and our 
reader will naturally ask, what was the end of 
them ? The answer will not surprise them — 
a bankruptcy .'—There are, nevertheless, a num- 
ber of party-givers of the self-same stamp ; and 
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although their fortunes may enable them to 
carry on this trading under neutral colours, yet 
they meet with another kind of bankruptcy— 
that of the heart, where dis ap pointment, hurni* 
Ration, neglect, and ridicule, will lacerate it in 
its most feeling part ; for where passion swells, 
the agony of disappointment is severe indeed. 

Minor maniacs (for this party-giving and 
money-spending per proxy is a complete mania) 
have a fashionable director or directress upon a 
lesser scale, who order every thing for them, 
who regulate their expense, and who make such 
recommendations and introductions as suffice to 
serve all their tradespeople, and to feast all 
their friends. 

Dependence is a word : we all depend on each 
other; but the dependence of the ambitious 
and ignorant man is greater and far more abject 
than that of the great man's private secretary, 
toad-eater, or companion, because the proba- 
bility is, that the latter have a degree of mind 
which might support them; the others are 
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cyphers on the town!$-page, which require some- 
thing before them to make them count at all. 
A certain yacht-keeping Lord is one of these 
cyphers; but who, when played upon by an 
expert and able hand, is brought into notoriety, 
and sometimes into disgrace. Of this stamp am 
the young settera»up of four-horse turns-out: 
but for a proxy on the box, to vote for them 
and think for them, they would be passed by 
as horse-dealers, head coachmen, or assistants 
turning out with the break to air their master's 
cattle ; but the proxy on the box always manages 
to point out the road to notoriety and expen- 
diture, under the tide of celebrity and fashion. 

That tigers and companions should live by 
such inefficient beings, is not astonishing ; but 
that the peerage should hold the proxies of 
the commonalty, and make a convenience and 
place of entertainment for their acquaintances, 
is not so easily explained, as a matter of pro- 
priety or decoruin. But it is an amusement to 
the great, et c*est asset dire. Much more on the 
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subject of acting per alteram might be said :— 
our malades imaginaires, who could not live 
without Doctor Placebo ; our sticks at the bot- 
toms of tables, the honours of which are con- 
ducted per altenun; senators who would be 
mutes if words were not put into their mouths ; 
and high functionaries, whose weighty duties 
could never be done but by deputy, and whose 
family and domestic concerns are conducted in 
the same way. The proxies and substitutes in 
all the first departments are ad infinitum ; but 
those who officiate at banquets and lay out the 
money either of ambitious tools or prodigals, 
have the advantage of being very different from 
all other substitutes' 7 or vicegerents; for they 
gain ail the credit, share all the pleasure, with- 
out any responsibility or expense, and are 
looked up to and adulated for the trouble 
which they take. Such affairs might fill a 
volume, but the concerns of the Greenlaw fa- 
mily call us to another chapter. 
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CHAPTER II. 



FAMILY AFFAIRS. \ MORNING CALL.— SCANDAL. 



" Con arte ed inganno 
Se scapa la meta $e i'anno, 
Con inganno e con arte 
Si scapa l'altra parte." 

Italian Proverb. 

" II n'y a rien beau que le vrai, 
Le vrai seal est aimable." 

BOILEAU. 

Lady Gertrude was arrived, her head full 
of projects. She had a husband to get knighted, 
that was certain; he had the address in his 
pocket, and the matter was concluded in a few 
days. She had the spring, or rather spring and 
summer campagne to open ; for great folks so- 
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journ in London until the spring-flowers perish, 
and until the rose is overblown, and, alas! it 
is so full often in more senses than one, for 

" Coed la virginel 'e qual gentil rosa." 

She had made all the necessary arrangements 
for this important business. She next had her 
son to marry off;* and this required much care, 
inquiry, and deliberation. Previous, however, 
to all this, she had old Lady Claver to call upon, 
to put her au courant as to what was going on. 
This Lady Claver, previous to her marriage 
with the Reverend Sir Bartholomew Claver, 
who, honest man ! was no more, bore the family 
name of Pry: a large family, descended from 
Farly Pry, Esq. of^ Clatter Hall, in the county 
of Essex— some wags even traced the lineal 
descent from Adam and Eve, and asserted that 

* We know not why the word off 'is so general. TTe 
P*wume, however, that parents marry their children off 
to getrid of them, as the late Right Honourahle Secre- 
tory Windham talked of men killed off, doubtless for 
**• *a*e purpose of getting ri4 of th«a. 
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from first to last the female part of that family 
was always fot finding out some secret that 
could do them, and all about them, nothing but 
harm. Be that as it may, it was a -very essential 
point for Lady Gertrude to leant all the " on 
dii$ n of the day; and nowhere could she ac* 
complish that from a more able hand than from 
Lady Claver's, for, so fond was Lady Claver of 
these reports, that she would have made some 
of her own, had she not found them rtady-mode* 
The first scene of the town-drama opened 
with an affectionate interview between Lady 
Gertrude and her only son. We may imagine 
an impassioned scene, interlarded with French ; 
for so is every affair since the Peace, so that a 
dressy Miss, with papillotes in her head and a 
gown of French manufacture, and who has been 
to ue the world at Boulogne and Calais, yet 
whose trade fixes her to a counter in the Bo- 
rough or in the good city of London, cannot 
sell a pound of sausages, or a bit of bacon, 
(papa being a cheesemonger and vender . of 
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pork, eggs, etcetera,) without, as we have al- 
ready observed, inter&irding with un petit peu de 
Fratifais, generally accented apitty pew ; nor can 
we find a red-armed Dolly the maid of all work, 
but who has had the advantage of accompanying 
her young mistress to Calais, Boulogne, Grave- 
lines, or Dunkirk, without a mouthful of 
French to miscall, and to disturb the gravity of 
her auditors. She is going to air mamxefs 
shimmy, or to fetch her catchmere; she thanks 
you with bean oblidgy; and cannot go on an 
errand without putting on a Frenchified cap 
and her shawl. How we are improved since we 
had a bell and a savage to represent la belle 
Sauvage; a bull and a mouth, for Boulogne 
mouth, i. e. the entrance or mouth of the har- 
bour ; and when even our gentry lived in Mar- 
row-bone, purporting to be the parish or street 
of St. Marie la bonne ! But these are the ad- 
vantages of the Peace— these the effects of the 
commonalty aping the quality. 

Lady Gertrude no sooner heard her son's 
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name announced, which one of her liverymen, a 
foreigner, pronounced Hair~bare 9 meaning Her- 
bert, (which was enough to make a plain English 
person's hair stand on end, and to render the 
name unbearable,) than she exclaimed - " Qtfil 
vienne, man enfant cheri, monfils P' Oui Milady, 
and in a moment behold him arrive and fly to her 
embrace. " My dearest Herbert, what an age 
since we met ! truly delighted to see you !" And 
the reader may divine the rest — how well he 
looked ! had he breakfasted ? (at 4 P.M.) cer- 
tainement non — how many conquests had he 
made ? (a natural question to a soldier, but not 
in the parishes of St James's and St. George's, 
Hanover Square) — she had heard of his flirtation 
with Lady Lydia, and she hoped that he had got 
acquainted with all la premiire noblesse; but 
whatever waa left undone, her introduction and 
splendid parties would accomplish. The greeting 
betwixt father and son was short, but sincere on 
father's part, who, soit dii en passant, was only 
considered as an affectionate father and an honest 
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man by the Jili unique ; and these qualifications 
he had been taught to bald, like all other home- 
made articles, cheap, though durable. "How are 
you, Herbert ?— give me your hand. I hope you 
have bee* happy, for you see I have spared no 
expense to make you so." "lnfimiment oblige* my 
dear Sir." Here terminated the colloquy.— The 
Lady Mother was for repairing immediately to 
Lady Claver*8; but her son informed her that he 
bad matter of moment for her secret ear, and it 
was arranged that she should stay at home all the 
morning, for the purpose of consulting together. 
Lady Gertrude's love for her son (a love in 
which the dose of female pride was very strong) 
was such, that she not only spoiled him in in- 
fancy and in his boyish days, but she was qtrite 
prepared to be the apologist of all his errors, 
provided they were fashionable Okies, in the sea- 
son of his manhood* His squandering away thou- 
sands she anticipated ; his gaming she dreaded, 
but if he lost large sums to a duke it would be 
all well ; if he had le$ igaremens du caur> it was 
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no more than might be expected, c'itmt tde ton 
age ;— had he a carriageJady, or became & pro- 
tector (a name doubtless derived frmn the em of 
the common-wealth, and the days of Cranwell) 
why, if all was splendid and added to Mb noto- 
riety, it must be pasted over, and no doubt he 
would see his enor in time— -petiaon off the 
Asputia of the day (by a wile's fortune, if his 
own was gone,) and make a grand family alli- 
ance: aU these things are 6«g«teZfe# inthegrantf 
monde. This was her maternal tenderness, or 
rather her maternal blindness. 

Now her darling had none of these confidences 
a f aire; but merely to state lo her, 4s briefly as 
possible, his entanglement with the dashing 
widow, and to seek counsel on that head* 
Mother and son were therefore to be closeted, 
a cabinet council was to be held ; but, just as 
awful silence was about to be proclaimed, her 
Ladyship bethought herself, and ejaculated : — 
" Apropos, my dear Herbert, have I got the 
same box at the Opera as I had last season ?" 
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w Tbe very identical one." 

" And my new carnage ?" 

" The admiration of the Acre." 

" Then all 's well ! Now to this serious matter 
— we 11 go to the Opera together to-night, and 
you will see me in the Park on Sunday :•• allons 
eommenfom.'* Monsieur Hair-bare (not bare- 
face) disposed of his story as briefly as possible, 
until he came to the widow's fate, and then a 
little time and ceremony were necessary. 

Lady Gertrude prided herself on her son's 
having cut out so many right honourable and 
honourable beaux in Lady Lydia's circle ; and 
had a little secret (we dare not say womanish) 
satisfaction in seeing the most elegant coquette 
of the age, not merely angling for a rich hus- 
band, but Sprite de bonne foie: the alliance would 
have pleased her amazingly. The lady's difficul- 
ties she was unacquainted with, and, had she 
known them, they would not have stood in the 
way of a noble alliance, provided every thing 



else suited her ; but there were objections which 
were insurmountable. Lady Lydia was not only 
a widow, but she never had bad any family by 
Colonel Languish : it was true, duaU-on, that he 
was old enough to be ber father; but then, should 
her ladyship not perpetuate the race of Green- 
law, what a falling off would be there ! — no heir 
in the male line to the entailed property, no 
chance of the dormant baronetcy — a subject 
which never was at rest with her. Finally, he 
might get a younger bride and titled too. The 
match must be broken off, but it was to be done 
in a manifoe commc iifaut, great delicacy must 
be used: she must pay her devoirs to Lady 
Lydia in person ; she would even go to her 
parties; but her son must not marry her. This 
was a decided point, and in one shape suited our 
hero; but still the fatal letter required a deal of 
weighing : he was delicate on many points, his 
heart was not at ease, he stood not quite blame- 
less in foro comcientia; he must attend her 
VOL. ir. c 
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evening party, after passing an hour in Lady 
Gertrude's box; he must frame an answer, a 
thing not easy when a man means to temporize 
instead of giving his ultimatum, the thing re- 
quired in the able, impassioned, and artful 
document 

All that could be effected was, to patch up a 
written reply full of flattery and adoration, 
ceaseless regrets, and interminable sufferings; 
to paint a heart broken but not estranged, se- 
vered but still attached, widowed without having 
been united ; and at the same time to lay all the 
onus of blame on his lady-mother, and to hope 
that time might bring oblivion with it to the 
soft bosom of his enchantress, and that he alone 
might bear with fortitude the envenomed shaft: 
—the tenderest friendship might perhaps suc- 
ceed to the most ardent passion. The rest was 

not « all but leather and prunella," but 

was Italian poetry, or French quackery: a bleed- 
ing heart stood in imagery for a seal, the billet 
was highly perfumed-— sweet fellow! and he 
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dropped a drop of water on the superscrip- 
tion — 

The Lovely Lydia. 

(Why not ? ) 6fc. Sp. &;c. 

which was the counterfeit proxy for a tear ; and 
with this master-piece in his pocket, he dined 
with composure, drank a bottle with father to 
bear his courage up, accompanied mamma to 
her opera-box, fluttered a full hour in fopV 
alley ; and, lastly, made his appearance at one 
o'clock at Lady Lydia's illuminated mansion. 
So much must be said of Lady Lydia's party, 
that it cannot be brought on and got off hastily 
— we will therefore call upon Lady Claver in the 
interim. 

Lady Claver knew that her friend was arrived 
in town, from the motions in high life published 
in the fashionable morning papers. She took in 
three ; the one for this and all other fashionable 
notices, the Times for the advertisements, and 
the Chronicle for its politics. To find fault 

c 2 
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was her delight; nothing could amuse her 
more than to assure her that the state was in 
immediate danger, and the nation ruined ; even 
the police-reports had a certain zest for her, 
for there she saw Lord Oldborough in a watch- 
house scrape, and had to condole with a neigh- 
bour for a case of assault on a constable being 
brought against her husband, and she had the 
rare enjoyment of passing two hours in des- 
canting on the immorality of the age. The 
reporters were her best friends, because they 
always gave the highest varnish and colouring 
to scandal and criminality ; and when the case 
reported was simple and uninteresting, still a 
latfgh might be squeezed out of it; and when 
evil report could neither kill nor wound, ridi- 
cule might. Now by this ridicule nobody 
would be injured but the party set up as a 
mark for contempt or irony, and perchance a 
few who were near or dear to her, him, or 
them ; whereas thousands would be tickled and 
made merry at the poor devil's expense, and 
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might enjoy the brotherly feeling of pointing 
the finger of scorn at the party, or of knowing 
that there were men in all degrees liable to 
drunkenness, riot, vice, folly, quarrelling, and 
other breaches of the peace, as well as them- 
selves. Lady Claver being asked one day if 
she knew Lord Oldborough, replied, " Only by 
the police-reports.* How witty and feminine ! 
The advertisements had for her Ladyship a 
charm quite peculiar to herself: she did not 
want any thing for herself or her friends, but 
she liked to see who were letting their houses, 
parting with their carriages and horses, selling 
the furniture of their cellars or libraries, and the 
like, so that she might exclaim " The game is 
up with the West India family in Harley Street. 
I knew it would be so — such extravagance (of 
which she would have partaken) — it could not 
last. And now, you see, their house is to be 
let furnished, and they must vegetate in coun- 
try quarters in some cheap county, or go. back 
again to their filthy blacks. Marry ! it must 
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have taken a deal of sugar and rum to pay for 
Madam's jewels." Or, " Six grey horses, toge- 
ther with a town coach and a German barouche 
to be disposed of: inquire at Gloucester Mews/' 
" Oh ! I know whose they are— Mrs. Algernon 
Sydney's. That comes of the weekljr parties, 
and the fancy balls ! I wonder if she ever 
paid Mr. Spavin, the horse-dealer, for the 
horses. 1 11 ask him, 'pon honour." 

She was seated at a table covered with cards, 
visiting or others, with her poor dear fit-fit hus- 
band's portrait over the mantelpiece, which 
was almost encumbered with ornamental knick- 
knacks. She had a splendidly embroidered 
work-bag on her table, a silve* inkstand before 
her, an Italian greyhound on a silk cushion at 
her feet, and a profusion of flowers in every 
corner of the room. This was a set-out fof 
her morning visitors. Her Ladyship was at 
home to the day calls of such as knew not 
how to fill up these hours of idleness otherwise 
than by culling the poisonous sweets of scandal, 
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which nourish the detractors who live upon 
them. The cards before her were few of in- 
vitation, for she was seldom invited out; but 
she belonged to a coterie of titled gossips, 
grown grey in the service, and now had 
joined the wig interest, in order to give a new 
colouring to the head and front of their offend- 
ing ; and thus she never wanted coffee-drinking, 
morning calling, and dull rout-giving com- 
panions. The other billets and cards on the 
table were "returning thanks for kind in- 
quiries," (as if Lady Claver ever made a kind 
inquiry in her life ;) apologies for not being able 
to attend her parties; and names sent per 
empty coach, in return for her ladyship's un- 
welcome visits, which she made to a host of 
titled connexions, as she used to call them, 
but who cut the connexion on a very short 
acquaintance. 

She flew to meet Lady Gertrude, and was 
more than happy to see her, " The young 
Captain/ 9 cried she, " has been going on finely; 
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he is quite the fashion, all the ladies running 
after him : he is remarked as the faithful swain 
of Lady Lydia ; he must be a bold man, how- 
ever, who takes her, ha f I say, what do you 
say to the matter ? would you like her for a 
daughter-in-law P But is it true that your son 
has spent ten thousand pounds in these few last 
weeks ?" 

u Very likely," replied Lady Gertrude, " for 
he has it to spend. As for the match in question, 
it requires a second thought." 

" Oh ! yes, second thoughts are best. And 
how does your quiet good man like all this 
expense and bustle? I dare say he would rather 
have stayed at home. Never were two people 
more unlike than he and you ; but marriages, 
they say, are made in Heaven, or (archly) some- 
where else." 

Here was a good-natured preface to a morn- 
ing's scandal : her friend arrives, and she wants 
to inform her of her son's extravagance, to 
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mar a reported match, and to excite the wife 
to look down on her husband ! 

In the first and second instance she failed : 
the son's extravagance was warranted and sanc- 
tioned : without it, Lady Gertrude imagined that 
he could not reach the pinnacle of fashionable 
renown: the reported marriage was already dis- 
posed of, merely on the score of succession; and 
as Lady Gertrude ascended the staircase of 
Lady Claver's house, she just bethought her- 
self of a Baroness in her own right, whose title 
went in the female line. It is true, that she 
looked as if she had been made by one of Na- 
ture's journeymen, and not made well ; for there 
was a trifling error on one side (not kindly 
corresponding with the other), which seemed to 
announce a partial independence of the right, 
at variance with the sinister views of the left ; 
so that what the right side did, the left side 
scarcely knew : nevertheless, youth was in fa- 
vour of the Baroness. But just as Lady Ger- 
c5 
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trude was calculating the pour et contre, she 
found herself at Lady Claver's room-door. 

The third attempt was not null and void, but 
neutral. Lady Gertrude had long considered 
her husband as a ban homme, and that speaks 
volumes; the Squire's fortune captivated her. 
He was the best of husbands ; they had three 
children, two of them died, and left &Jils unique. 
The father sawnothing beyond being a good hus- 
band and father, a good neighbour and easy 
landlord, and a capital shot ; in London he was 
like a fish out of water. He might have been in 
Parliament if he chose, but the attendance on 
the House would have been the greatest re- 
straint to him : hundreds of times had he received 
curtain lectures for this absence of ambition, 
and as often he had been upbraided for his 
supineness, yet he still calmly pursued the 
noiseless tenor of his way, until the heir came 
to years of maturity, and then the dream of 
ambition was awakened again. 

These attempts having failed, Lady Ger- 
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trude drew from her oracle all the general 
scandal of the day, and was about to go, when 
Mrs. Blight (not Mrs. Bligh, — no connexion 
with the house pver the way) was announced 
by Lady Claver's groom of the chambers. 

(Mrs. Blight.) " Your servant, Lady Ger- 
trude; happy to see you in town; you have 
brought your healthful looks from the country 
with you, and I declare you have grown quite 
young. The Hermit Abroad (a sly mischievous 
fellow, by the way, whom I hate and fear) says, 
* O ! que les miroirs sont changes !' but your 
Ladyship has no such thing to fear 1 ' (to Lady 
Claver.) " How do, my dear friend! ! /" (What 
misnomer! the coterie was any thing but a 
society of friends.) " How like that picture 

is r 

(Lady Claver.) " Ay, poor dear man ! there 
he is in his gown." 

(Mrs. Blight.) " Preaching, no doubt, against 
calumny." 

(Lady C.) " Humph !"«— (in continuation) 
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" He ought to have been a Bishop, if be had had 
his deserts. I thought it would have been so when 
I married him, but kissing goes by favour." 

(Mrs. Blight.) " For which reason some peo- 
ple (ironically) can expect none." 

Lady Gertrude smiled, Lady Claver bit her 
Up. 

(Mrs. B. lo the former.) " You see our dear 
friend goes on in the old way, — pointed in her 
remarks, but incoherent in her arrangement of 
them. I should like to know what connexion 
there can be betwixt kissing and a mitre? They 
say that women will talk of what runs in their 
head ; but surely my old friend, — no, that cannot 
be — a voire age and" — she added no more, but 
wished the hiatus to be filled up by " el avec 
voire visage* — " ha, ha, ha ! too bad." (Exit 
Lady Gertrude.) 

It is strange, but not less true, that as thieves 
cannot always be true to each other, so robbers 
of reputation can scarcely refrain from pulling 
each other to pieces : this was the only pot-luck 
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of Lady Claver's house, barring scandal; it was 
perpetual Lent at her parties. 



a 



Corvi con corvi non si cavan' mai gli occhi/' 



says the crafty Italian : but the birds of prey 
of Scandal's nest only make this difference 
between their associates and other acquaintance, 
— the latter they destroy outright, of the former 
they only pick a bit, so as to cause a smarting, 
which is deemed very smart indeed, or to leave 
a nakedness as an opening to the ridicule of 
those who witness the spirited scene. 

When Lady Gertrude was out of sight, they 
both had a pull at her character. 

" How fond that woman is of flattery !" 
" Therefore, you laid it on thick," quoth 
Lady Claver. 

" True, and she must be blind to believe 
what I said to her ; she looks as old as the hills, 
in spite of all her art ; she breaks daily, and par 
contre-coup 9 I think she will break her husband 
before she has done. There is a strange story 
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went ; and those may tremble who are to be the 
next living subjects of their dissection, whose 
frailties and foibles are to encounter the sharp 
edge of their cutting instrument, and whose 
trifling defects, whether mental or corporeal, 
natural or acquired, innocent or blameworthy, 
are to be pulled to pieces by these expert and 
expeditious female anatomizers : and entre nous* 
fashionable reader, the dissection of the living 
must be as much more cruel and criminal than 
that of the dead, as the stealing of honour and 
reputation is more abominable and unpardonable 
than the mere abduction of a jewel or a purse, 
a pocket-book or (not a ridicule but) a reticule. 



^ p" W-Wi 
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CHAPTER III. 



A PORTRAIT.— A SAD LOVE-TALE. — LADY GER- 
TRUDE'S HOUSE OPENED FOR THE SEASON 
IN THE SQUARE. 



" Mutato nomine de te fabula narratur." 

Hon AT. 

" Amor e un certo che, che delirar* mi fa." 

Old Song. 

Every lady of bon ton will agree with us, 
that the duty and prohibition on different 
articles of dress enhance the merit of them in 
their eyes ; and Rousseau was so well aware of 
this truth, that in his preface to his Eloisa, he 
warns the female reader against perusing that 
dangerous work. Now there is not a publisher's 
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puff, direct or indirect, which ever emanated 
from the Row,* or any other place of editorial 
celebrity, which could possibly act as so great 
a stimulus to a peruser or purchaser : we there- 
fore warn every lady-reader, who has ever been 
in love, or at a meeting of scandal-mongers, to 
shut up and pass by this Chapter, to turn over 
a new leaf, and to resume another subject ; 
else may she find her own story with only the 
change of name, or stumble upon that same 
tormenting love which makes the wise man 
foolish, and the weak one downright mad ; not 
to mention its dire effect upon fine feelings, 
gentle manners, feminine delicacy, and exqui- 
site sensibility. 'And first, ye loquacious ladies, 
whatever be your rank, whose biforked tongues 
are charged with envy or uncharitableness, 
close this portion of the volume, which contains 
Lady Claver's portrait, taken from life. 

* Doubtless the Bow is as intelligible to men and 
women of letters as the Acre is to gentlemen coachmen 
and carriage-fanciers. 



THE GUAJLB8. 48 

Lady Claver, who was a Fry, lived single 
until she came near to her fortieth summer. 
The young men were afraid to venture on her, 
and the old ones looked upon her as tropftnie. 
A worthy Clergyman considered her family 
interest as very likely to advance him in his 
profession, and, being a poor Curate, and a 
poorer Baronet, he took his chance for better 
for worse; beauty was not his object, as will 
be seen, and the family interest vanished into 
smoke. Her stature was gigantic, her forehead 
low ; small grey eyes, full of fire and cunning, 
illumined a pale face, in the centre of which 
stood a sharp nose ; her hair was of the colour 
of old mown hay, but neither it nor her breath 
could boast of its perfume ; her mouth opened 
like that of the John Bull office, and was just 
as full of mischief; her chin was like the 
inferior part of an egg ; her ears not long, but 
wide, as if to take in all the reports current ; 
and she had the organ of Destructiveness pro- 
nounced in a most terrifying manner. Her hair 
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was lank, but, as she never produced it except 
under what she called a paresseuse, purporting 
that she wore artificial hair to save the trouble 
of curling her own, the matter was of little 
consequence : a false front is very common now- 
a-days ; but her Ladyship had it front and rear, 
good soul ! She never had any family ; mater- 
nity, that gentle tie which makes an amiable 
woman both loving and beloved, which adds to 
the estimable wife the tender and exemplary 
mother, was unknown to her ; she was far above 
such homespun stuff, and posterity may be 
grateful to her for it. The general expression 
of her face was cunning grafted upon cruelty, 
and pride entwined with meanness. 

Fearful, yet anxious too, our hero pro- 

* 

ceeded to his engagement at Lady Lydia's. He 
had the chef-d'oeuvre in his bosom ; it was to be 
given at the close of the scene, previous to his 
taking French leave, so that it could not be 
read until the party broke up; and that moment 
he dreaded. In the intermediate space he had 
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to /aire Vaimable as much as possible ; and if 
any hint was thrown out upon the subject, he 
must look downcast and interesting, and ob- 
serve that the eye of curiosity was upon them. 
These shifts are of major importance (no al- 
lusion to the army) to studied flirts ; and by 
the aid of them he got through the business 
of the day, for such it was when he first entered 
her Ladyship's mansion. 

The house was crowded to excess: tant mieux, 
it aided his difficulties, and made the coming 
to close quarters impossible. All passed off 
successfully ; the party was every thing that 
fashion could accomplish and boii gout could 
invent. Lady Lydia was a star resplendent with 
the lustre of rich jewels and much attractiveness, 
to which the simplicity of Maria's costume gave 
additional effect, surrounded by a galaxy 1 of 
beauty. Yet the fair widow fyeld her pre- 
eminence amongst them ; when she moved, she 
was all gracefulness ; when she was seated, she 
seemed to reign* Her court (if so we may call 
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it) was very brilliant ; legions of unsuccessful 
suitors followed her every motion ; and so well 
did she do the honours of the fiie f that even 
the envious were won over to her praise. All 
the cream of her acquaintance was gathered 
together ; every one accepted her invitation to 
the impromptu,* except the county member : he 
felt himself slighted, ill used, hoaxed, and had 
a thousand reasons for absenting himself, and 
for breaking with her Ladyship for ever. The 
widow was in high spirits, as well as in her best 
looks, because she thought herself still irresist- 
ible, and because she imagined that she dis- 
covered in the looks of the man of her heart 
the corresponding ardour of affection, and she 
mistook dubiety and self-accusation for timi- 
dity and precaution. 

The titled list at the party was like a Ga- 
zette at the commencement of a war ; and to 

* We need scarcely remind our readers, that the 
pleasantest parties, got up without long notice, are 
thus called. 
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add to the high birth, breeding, and good 
appearance of the assembly, the Gardes were 
there in great number, together with all the 
absentees of the Tenth, 'and two or three tan- 
dems full of Lancers from Hounslow. The 
music of the party was good, and the general 
harmony uninterrupted. There existed great 
rivalry amongst those who wished to be foremost 
in their attentions to the mistress of the mansion, 
and this produced an additional eclat. 

We said there was a strong muster of the 
Guards : amongst them were, 

Colonel Lord D— — , a Ulysses in fine address 
and military skill, and a perfect man of fashion ; 
and Colonel Sir H. H. : both decorated, and bear- 
ing a brighter jewel in the bosom than on the coat. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sir M. M. G., another 
star of bright fame. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sir J. H., K. C. B. pro. 
arising in talent, and truly Hope-ful to his 
country. 

Two Colonels of the old, popular, and well- 
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deserving names of W — ford and Fairmantle, 
Companions of the Bath, and brave com- 
panions in arms. 

Sir Willoughby , who was an elegant 

of the first magnitude in his younger days, 
and an excellent officer at all times. 

And lastly, a certain brave, who commands 
not far from the Tagus, and who is an orna- 
ment to the drawing-room, and a credit to his 
profession. 

At supper, his Grace of was from his 

rank placed on her right hand, and young John, 
son of Sir Francis Budget, occupied the left: 
be gained his post by a. forward motion, which 
brought him right in front. Greenlaw was not 
far distant, and returned her signal of regret 
for the distance between them, by an elevation 
of the shoulders, indicative of resignation, and 
a sigh, to take its chance, which he cleared off 
into a short cough, in order to deceive his 
neighbour, Countess San Florenzo, on the one 
hand, and the lobsided Baroness on the other. 



5 * 
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La Comtesse knew better; and la Baronne 
hoped it was for herself, the inequalities of her 
shape being quite done away with by her ac- 
complished dress-maker. 

Nothing oouldhave better favoured the views 
of the gay deceiver. After supper a Spanish no- 
bleman tuned his lyre, and thus sang, whilst 
every eye was turned on her whose graceful- 
ness so beamingly filled the chair, and (who$e) 
beauty (hung) upon the wings of night 
" Like a rich jewel in an Ethiop's ear." 



THE SONG. 

A LOS OJ08 ]>S FILM. 
I. 

A tus hermosos qjos 
No bay alma que resista 

Y presa de tu vista 
No se muera de amor. 
Que hermosa Filis eres 
Si fueres mas humana 

Y ardieras en la llama 
En que me abraso 70. 



VOL. 11. 
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II. 

Tierno afecto se anida 
Dentro tus ojos bellos, 
Y viene en torno de ettos 
Con blanda risa amor. 
Que hermosa Filis eres, etc. 

in. 

De tus divinos ojos 
La llama luminosa 
Brilla en tu faz hermosa : 
Qual en oriente el sol. 
Que hermosa' Filis eres, etc 



TRANSLATION. 
I. 

'Gainst thine enchanting eyes 
Our love has no control; 
They seize us by surprise, 
And captivate the soul* 
Yet, Phillis, thou wouldst be 
Still lovelier than thou art, 
If pity glow'd in thee 
For my consuming heart* 

ii. 

Yet love can all the while 
Within those orbits dwell ; 
And grace in each warm smile, 
Give power to the spell. 
Yet, Phillis, thou wouldst be, etc. 
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* 
III. 

The son at break of day 
More brightly cannot shine, 
Than the resplendent ray 
Within those eyes divine. 

Yet, Phillis, thou wouldst be, etc 

The last verse was most particularly appro- 
priate ; it gained universal applause : 

" The sun at break of day/' 

actually had made its appearance; and the 
Spanish song was followed by an Exquisite's 
being called upon for 

"Fly not yet:" 

the magnetic part of which (because it pleased 
and spoke to all the ladies) was : — 

" When did Phoebus ever break, 
And find such beaming eyes awake 
As those that sparkle here ; 
Oh, stay! oh, stay! 

At this convenient juncture the young Guards- 
man recollected the wings of love, and betook 
himself to them. 
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« 

Sleep he got none, all was not right within : 
he dreaded an answer to his last communication, 
yet silence bespeaking contempt or the last state 
of despair, would have been still worse. He rose 
at half an hour after noon, a much earlier pe- 
riod than usual, except when military duty 
forced him from his downy pillow— one o'clock 
struck, two, three, and no reply. In one part of 
her mandate for her lover's ultimatum, some- 
thing was said about flying from the world: 
had she fled ? and what was the interpretation 
to be put on that phrase ? The horses were or- 
dered, but he could not ride; the four-horse 
turn-out, he was not in a mood for driving; 
Bramblewood had called, but he could not see 
him ; Lady Gertrude had sent for him to consult 
upon some matter of taste, li£ could not attend ; 
a second messenger, he wobld not obey, although 
her splendid house was to be thrown open for 
the first time that night: — all would not do. 

At length a splendid livery, hung on a foot- 



THE GUARDS. 

man six feet high, was seen at the hall-door; and 
he was the messenger of the momentous tidings, 
which were delivered by the French valet. He 
attempted to speak — " Un autre foi$™ said his 
master ; " yet stop ; no, go.* He endeavoured 
to open the enveloppe, his hand failed him, it 
shook; he sat down, a cambric handkerchief 
chased the big drops of cold perspiration from 
his brow ; he rang the bell, which was answered 
•by an English footman—" Richard, send the 
butler." He came. " Sack, (such was his 
name, whether from the rich liquor of that 
name, or the verb to sack, is not decided,) 
" Sack, pour me out — * 
"What, sir?* 

" A glass of Madeira— no, some liqueur-* 
no, some Eau d'or" [the man hesitated] 
" Dantzic brandy— and be — hanged to you !" 

It was swallowed, and the blood returned to 
his blanched cheek; he opened the window, 
drew the sofa to it, took the air and courage 
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together. He broke the seal and read : it 
began thus 



" I do not weep ! the springs of tearo are dried : 
And of a sudden I am calm, as if 
All things were well/* 

" The language of reproach is unknown to me, 
Herbert; and were it otherwise, it would avail 
me nothing. He who could deceive as you 
have done, will naturally be deaf to all expos- 
tulation, dead to all honourable or retributive 
justice. That you are under no promise to me, 
I am ready to avow; but there are injuries 
deeper than broken vow or violated promise : 
these I have experienced. You have led me 
on, like a victim to be immolated, through flow- 
ery precipices, and roses double-armed with 
thorns ; and when you found that the charm of 
my existence was concentrated in your society, 
you then (triumphing in the pride of conquest) 
cast*me off to the derision and scorn of those 
who would have been proud to have worn my 
chains. Believe me, Herbert, that female pride 
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is like the jealousy inseparable from love — 

when one is wounded, the other must perish. 

Britons la* To your own conscience I leave 

you — exult, if you can, in the .ruin of her who 

* loved not -wisely but too well'— 4ell to your 

companions the victory which you have had over 

the affections of her who was once the envy of 

her own sex and the admiration of yours. I 

shall not be long within the reach either of 

your contempt or the world's offensive pity — 

fare thee well !— and when thou canst repent, 

think on 

The lost Ltdia. 

* - 

" P.S. The rhapsody of assumed regret and 
pretended sensibility, contained in your letter, 
is too flimsy not to be seen through by a less 
penetrating eye than mine: it is the gauze 
which covers the deformity of the mind. Once 
more, and for the last time, farewell — farewell 
for ever ! I was for a moment calm, but this 
is too much :— reply will come too late : — I'm 
gone." 
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" And with you," said he, in a subdued tone, 
" all that made town enchanting to me ; all 
pride, pomp, pleasure, emulation, triumph, 
the oblivion of care, and the amusement of my 
life. I have ilL-used this lady, although no 
seduction or criminal cause of accusation stares 
me in the face. I have acted dishonourably 
with her, merely to gratify my own vanity; 
and have all the while been carrying on a game 
of deceit with another woman, to whom I am 
so far engaged, that I have promised never to 
marry another." 

This self-accusation drove him to despair. 
What could be meant by quitting the world ? 
— what reply could he make ? If he offered 
his hand, it might be rejected, and his mother 
would be highly offended. But, worst of all, 
how could he extricate himself from his en- 
gagement with Emma ? who, but for his mo- 
ther's ambitipn, ought to have been his wife ? 
At one moment, all the tenderness and truth 
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which he felt in his youth for this* amiable 
creature, retained to his lacerated bieast ; at 
another) an aching void seemed to inform him 
that the tat society of the ruined enchantress 
left him miserable and solitary in the gay circle 
in which he had lately delighted so much. 

The Butler came from Lady Gertrude to 
say that dinner was waiting : he sent her word, 
that he was so ill that he must lie down for a 
few hours. Another messenger with a billet, 
"Should she come to him? At what hour 
would he attend her party? for he must be 
aware that without him all was lost ; for him 
it was given, and he must make an effort well 
or ill/' His answer was, that he would commit 
violence on himself^ and endeavour to be there 
at midnight En attendant, he flung himself on 
his bed. There is a repose of the body, the 
effect of mental fatigue, which is often mis- 
taken for calm and undisturbed deep. Crimi- 
nals frequently enjoy this on the eve of exe- 
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nothing but blaze and irradiation. The heir 
enters, and ascends the specious staircase, after 
passing twenty servants in new full-dress live- 
ries, backed by another score of hirelings out 
of place. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



IN CONTINUATION.— -MORE SCANDAL. 



" There was a sound of revelry by night, 
And (Britain**) capital had gathered then 
Her beauty and her chivalry, and bright 
The lamps shone o'er fair women and brave men. 
A thousand hearts beat happily; and when 
Music arose with its voluptuous swell, 
Soft eyes look'd love to eyes which spake again, 
And all went merry as a marriage belL 

But hush! hark ! a deep sound strikes like a rising knell/' 

Loan Byron. 

Such was the interior of the splendid man- 
sion : — the effect of the lights was almost over- 
coming, the minors multiplied and reflected the 
forms of lovely women, whose glossy ringlets 
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were interwoven with roses and other rich 
flowers, or whose polished foreheads bore the 
weight of stately plumes, whilst bosoms and 
shoulders, which put the Parian marble to shame, 
were adorned by the brightest jewels of the 
sparkling mine. Here an armlet glittered on 
what would have served for a model to the Gre- 
cian chisel ; there a second Belinda wore a 
sparkling cross, 

" Which saints might kiss and infidels adore." 

Facing one mirror stood a figure resembling a 
second Cleopatra, with tresses like the raven's 
wing, contrasted with a glare of jewels ; and on 
her arm hung one like a sylph, in all the simpli- 
city of youth and the maiden ornament of pearls, 
all smiles and dimples, uncertain colour, and 
softly breathing tints of health and feeling. 

The mansion was converted into an ancient 
temple and a fairy land :— A grove diffused the 
perfume of the ' orange-tree and the myrtle, 
where a passage or corridor had stood before ; 
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the staircase was a complete conservatory, where 
geraniums, Persian lilacs, and the Camilla japo- 
nica, were amongst the most ordinary flowering 
shrubs ; the effect of perspective, together with 
vivid paintings and transparencies, created in- 
terminable gothic halls, cloisters, and armories; 
laurels and tropics decked well-chosen statues, 
and others were the bearers of choice burning 
odours and coloured lamps. Here the soft music 
of stringed instruments broke on the ear from 
its concealment ; there a cave or grotto led to a 
repository for delicious refreshments. A number 
of handsome females (upper, servants) habited 
as wood-nymphs, attended amongst fruits and 
flowers ; and when the dulcet note of the harp 
and lyre had ceased, the ear was relieved by the 
striking up of a military band. The furniture 
was of the richest silks, with gold fringe, and 
one room was hung with the drapery of Indian 
shawls. The. orchestra of the ball-room was clad 
in a superb uniform, invented by her Ladyship; 
whilst those who served at supper were habited 
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in green, magnificently embroidered with gold 
in imitation of Buonaparte's livery, her ladyship 
considering the family one as not sufficiently tranr 
chant* In the midst of all this, the heart • of 
young Herbert was sunk and icy cold; the 
adagio parts of music seemed like a love-plaint, 
the murmuring bass of other combinations of 
harmony had a sepulchral sound, and the thun- 
dering long drum of the military band struck 
like a death-knell on his ear* How many, too, 
had he seen at Lady Lydia's party 1 how often 
was her name repeated! "Did she not visit Lady 
Ly dia ?— Had he not seen her that morning P* 

All this was torture. The company was com- 
posed of all the first names in town : great efforts 
were made to procure a royal duke, but they failed 
—all below that rank, however, was assembled 
under the gilded roof— serene highnesses, with 
princesses less serene; graces, where grace a 
stranger was ; and grace again, where title did 
not exist ; earls and countesses, per dozen— 
with lords and ladies out of number ; the army 



THE GUARDS. 65 

and the navy of the highest rank, and almost all 
the officers of the Coldstream, — a creditable 
muster of England's strength and comeliness, 
and the promising fruits for another war, — 
young hands, who have yet, like their brave 
predecessors, to get in the rich harvest of lau- 
rels. To these our young hero was peculiarly 
attentive, nor could they help remarking his 
lowered sprits and his altered looks. 

In the centre of all this enchanting arrange- 
ment, Lady Gertrude plied her most assidu- 
ous attentions, habited in a robe of Brussels lace 
of great price, looped up with diamonds, and 
otherwise so covered by the product of Gol- 
eonda, that she resembled a meteor. Of these 
many were hired, as was part of the profusion 
of plate, under which the day-break banquet 
groaned; but expense and trouble, art and 
contrivance, vanished before her efforts to outdo 
in this incipient display of the treasures of her 
house.— The knight, poor husband 1 he was in- 
deed the Knight of the Sorrowful Countenance, 
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for, in despite of all his efforts to appear pleased) 
he had fatigue, aridity, and apprehension, in 
his looks. He knew not a twentieth part of the 
party, and was so often produced to make 
his bow, that he got a stiff neck, and was 
confined to his bed for three days; nor did 
he even escape ungracious animadversion. — 
One Exquisite, who knew him not by sight, 
was heard, as he passed him, linked with a 
brother officer of the Tenth, to say in reply to— 
M Do you know the man of the house ?" — 
" Not in the least ; I don't even know how 
the devil I came to get a card of invitation ; but 
you see they can't do without . us in these par- 
ties." j«Fhen, looking at self en passant in a six- 
feet mirror, " No bad let-off this — I wonder 
whether they 11 be able to repeat these con- 
cerns all the season ?" 

At this moment, a trio of spirited beauties 
surrounded young Greenlaw, and rallied him 
about Lady Lydia— 
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" What have you done with the widow ? r> 
said one. 

" How can you exist without your adorata T 
cried another. 

And now his lady mother entreated him 
not to persist in his determination of not 
dancing. Three duke's daughters were marked 
out for partners, and the Baroness in her own 
right. The last he positively rejected, but 
condescended to say, "Let me have a look 
at the others, and I '11 dance one quadrille with 
the handsomest." They had but just come in 
from another party, and surpassed not in 
beauty : the introduction, however, took place, 
and he chose the youngest — the other two fell 
to the lot of the Guards in five minutes. 

There was a time, indeed this was a time, 
when he would have been upon the tip-toe of 
anxiety to bear off either of the three at the 
dance, or to offer the well-turned arm at the 
sortie of a drawing-room or an opera; but now 
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Ambition had lost it* lure, Vanity had struck 
her flag. 

At supper our hero made a rally, and 
attempted to /aire VaimabU to Lady Almira, 
his partner; and when a portion of the supper- 
party retired, either to return home or to 
dance-in broad daylight and breakfast time, 
young Greenlaw, true to bis corps, gathered a 
chosen band about him, and in abandonment 
of his usual habits, when Beauty bright kept 
him faithful to her standard, he joined a small 
man-party of the brigade, and dipped deep into 
the next twenty-four hours. Burnt Champagne, 
punch made of every thing which extravagance 
could invent, pine-apples, jellies, marmalade, 
Curafoa, et cetera, hookars, bubble bubbles, the 
produce of the Havannah, devils, olives, incen- 
tives, and finally strong coffee, terminated the ex- 
traordinary sitting— the seance extraordinaire of 
the social band. Herbert seemed to court Bac- 
chus and treat Venus with indifference : he had 
also come down the ladder of ambition prodi- 
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giously, and appeared rather to wish to be like 
other men, than to usurp a first-rank situation. 
His companions were unanimously of opinion 
that he never exhibited himself to so great 
advantage; he seemed to lean upon Ins 
regiment for comfort and support ; and he did 
right. A weD-organized regiment is a family, 
in which the honour, interest, comfort, and 
advancement of every officer are safe. The 
Guards, too, in particular, offer advantages 
nowhere else to be found ; a young officer 
finds there not only a nursery for military 
•heroes, but a class of youths of the highest 
quality, which may accompany him, and be of 
credit or utility to him through life. 

Ere half the gueBts had closed their eyes in 
sleep, a flaming account of the party was in the 
columns of the morning prints. The supper at* 
tracted particular notice : it was impossible, and 
Lady Gertrude had done ^impossible to make it 
what it was. A streamlet meandering through 
banks of flowers, did not run down the table, as it 
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once did on an occasion of regal magnificence ; 
nor did golden quadrupeds bear bags of salt to 
supply the gorgeous feast ; but superb plateaux 
decorated the board, and a profusion of em- 
blematical ornaments diverted the attention of 
the guests. All the campagnes of the Peninsula 
were represented in sugar ; and the confectioner 
also introduced the inauguration of Lord Byron 
amongst the immortals, after his passage across 
the Stygian lake. A novelty occurred in the salt- 
bearing line, namely, the substituting, in the 
place of common salt-cellars, golden figures of old 
women with a quantity of the digestive matter 
on their backs ; and as broad Scotch is all the 
rage, the charm of this invention hinged upon 
their being salt-wivEs, with the label issuing 
from their lips, " Wha 'il buy sa't ?" and their 
having a poke upon their shoulders. More 
applause was gained by this than by the most 
tasteful arrangement of the whole entertainment. 
Had the spun -sugar, sweetmeats, frosting, 
colouring, &c. represented the most classical 
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emblems, it would all have been nothing to this 
happy allusion to the Modern Athens, to Auid 
Reikee: and had the label been in chaste, gram- 
matical English, the novelty would have had no 
favour in the public eye ; but the poke and the 
sa't wife* made the thing, palatable to the bon 
go&t of the day, and may perhaps be coupled 
with the rage for the Scots 1 novels, and may 
yet form the subject of a review. 

Upon the whole, this splendid throwing open 
of the gates of sumptuous hospitality gave 
universal satisfaction, and gained as general 
praise. Sir Omnium Allstock, the banker of the 
family, was alone in making an ill-natured re- 
mark, that this was a bad beginning, an over- 
doing of the thing: he calculated the articles 
from the green-house as equal to the fee-simple 
of one of the knight's farms ; the confectionary 
would sweep away all the profits of his grass-land, 

* What an uxorious nation the Caledonians are ! 
woman and wife are almost synonymous,— fish-wives, 
salt-wives, &c. 
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his corn would fly like chaff before the wind at 
sight of his wine-merchant's bill; the rest of 
the supper would amount to a quarter's rent 
from his tenants, and the decorations of the 
house would require the cutting down of all 
his timber fit for the axe. 

The night's, or rather the morning's libations, 
had acted on the brain of our hero like a strong 
opiate; sleep, which otherwise might have flown 
from his pillow, clothed him in her sable mantle, 
and sheltered him from all those reflections 
which would have invaded his slumbers and 
disturbed his rest. At four P. M. 

" Thrice rang the bell, the slipper knock'd the ground, 
And the press'd watch return'd its silver sound." 

The inflammation of liquor was not yet out of 
his veins, and it bore his courage up ; the news- 
paper awakened his pride with a long and pom- 
pous column : — 

" We have not for a series of years witnessed 
any thing so splendid as Lady Gertrude's en- 
tertainment, given at the opening of her house* 
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The mansion ia in itself a fit residence for the 
most &uetrio^ family ; the furniture and deco- 
rations axe superb* T?he ball wad spirited and 
well conducted, and the Supper en Prince ; the 
music wws delectable, a number of bands were 
in attendance. The band of Troubadours, appro- 
priately dressed* pleased u$ the best, (who are 
toe?) although we must give the due meed of 
praise to the grand orcbeatm and to the ani* 
mating Gow%k w Here the writer took occasion to 
natae the *aV tvi*e* with great and rapturous 
applause. It was also remarked, that as the 
amiable Ood accomplished Duke of Iavenury 
fed a fair countrywoman into the banquet-room, 
the band struck up 

" All the blue bonnets are over tfc border." 
(Surety, Caledonia, them gettest thy share of 
praise.) — To this puff succeeded a list of the 
company And their dresses, similar to "the Right 
and True Lists of fell the Running Horses,* (of 
old,) «* Names and Colours of the Riders," (who 
dares add?) " likewise the Sporting Ladies," 

VOL. II. E 
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although a horse-race and an assembly, or ball, 
are not so dissimilar as may be imagined. In 
each the race of emulation is run, the palm of 
fashion is at stake: some have a hard push for 
it ; others win easy, or, as it is termed, in a hand 
canter ; some have the good luck to walk over 
the course : there are also the favourites of the 
day, a great fuss made about the breed, a good 
deal of underhand dealing, crossing, and jost- 
ling. The light purse is always distanced, the 
owner breaks down and is dead beat ; but light- 
foot gets off second-best, by bolting when con-* 
venient, and the tradesmen find it is P. P. with 
them, i. e. pay or play ; for if the former cannot 
be accomplished, there is nothing for it but 
making the play. 

Whether her Ladyship paid a round sum for 
this public announcement, or whether " we" were 
really present and received indirect remunera- 
tion, matters very little ; perhaps, like Pea 
Green Ane, she took two dozen of the papers 
daily. If she did so, she made a better choice 
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than the West Indian, who subsidised a paper, 

the circulation of which wad far from extensive. 

Young Greenlaw had scarcely had time to 

peruse the rest of the fashionable news, when 

Lady Gertrude was announced as a visitor, all 

sick and worn out as she was, having something 

surprising to inform him of. She held a letter 

in her hand, and, after receiving congratulations 

on the success of her admirable entertainment, 

she proceeded to open and read it. It was a very 

long epistle from her good friend Lady Claver, 

to inform her that Lady Lydia Languish had 

run off, and left a legion of unpaid creditors ; 

that the town was in an uproar about it ; that 

her doors resembled the unfortunate bank in 

Berners-street, on their failure being made 

known ; and that some went so far as to assert, 

that Mr. Bramblewood, of the Guards, had 

eloped with her. This extraordinary despatch 

arrived at 7 A. M. while the supper was in its 

full enjoyment ; but the porter handed it to the 

Groom of the Chambers, the Groom of the 
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Chambers gave it to my Lady's footman, my 
Lady's footman delivered it to my Lady's 
ftmme de chambre, and Mademoiselle put it on 
her La'flbip's dressing-table, which accounted 
for the delay in its reception. We had almost 
forgotten to add, that Lady Qaver affected to 
pity the departed widow, but felicitated her 
friend on having escaped fainting a connexion 
with such a woman. The only answer Herbert 
made to his mother was—" I am very sorry 
for it ;" and a tear stole in his eye, so much 
had he fallen off from that insipid, contemptu- 
ous, coxcomical, yet high-bred indifference to 
common events and to human misery. 

At this instant a second dispatch arrived from 
the Collector-General of Reports, and xcould-be 
Comptroller-General of the town, to announce 
that she was on the Way to tike Square : mamma 
flew off to meet her, and her son sank on the 
sofa in a state of stupor. 
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CHAPTER V. 



DISSIMULATION.— PJSSIPATIQ*. — THE &ACK QT 
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" Ordinis baec virtus erit et venus (aut ego fallor) 
Ut jam nunc dicat, jam nunc debentia did 
Pleraqu* diiferat, et present in ta»pus omittat." 

Houat. 

Thau is such a thing a* keeping' up the 
ball too long, (no allusion to men or *At«gs,) 
as well as not being able to keep it up at all, 
or letting it drop too soon and end abruptly : 
therefore will we take our old vade mecunis 
advice, and add no more respecting the ball and 
supper in the Square for the present, reserving 
to ourselves an opportunity of commencing 
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de novo with a list of the names of people of 
mark. At present we beg leave to point out to 
our reader a young and good-looking officer in 
the Guards, in a stupor, reverie , or waking 
dream, whichever word appears most descrip- 
tive ; habited in a robe de chambre of rich silk, 
but figured over with a flowery representation 
on so large a scale as to look not unlike the 
extension of a red cabbage cut up for pickling, 
with a pair of Persie striped-silk trowsers, Rus- 
sian leather slippers brought by a certain Duke 
from Moscow, and highly musked, and the 
collar of his chemise open & la Lord Byron to 
give interest to his bust, and to show a fair yet 
muscular neck, such as Canova or Turnerelli 
would not have disdained to delineate. He is 
meditating on the sudden departure of his in- 
amorata and of his friend, whose elopement 
must be attributed to a different cause than that 
to which Lady Claver thought fit to attribute 
it. He was not a moment in doubt on that 
subject, for the post brought a letter from 
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Bramblewood, dated Calais. It stated briefly 
that Lady Lydia had decided on quitting Eng- 
land for ever, without his assigning any motive 
for her conduct ; but adding, that as her Lady- 
ship sent for him, and had the candour to 
confide this secret to him, motived on his 
attachment to Maria and his having solicited 
her hand, he had obtained leave of absence for 
the purpose of being united to the woman of 
his heart. He concluded by wishing his comrade 
health and happiness, if he could enjoy the 
latter under existing circumstances ; and begged 
that if any scandalous reports were set afloat 
in which his name was implicated, to let him 
know, — as the author thereof, if a man, should 
answer personally to himself; and if a female, 
he should refer the case to his solicitor. 

There was something very noble and manly in 
this language and conduct ; young Greenlaw felt 
that he lost by comparison. Maria was reported 
to be totally dependent upon her patroness, and 
the young subaltern had but a few hundreds 
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per Minim ; not more tbaa enough to support 
him in a manner becoming the corps to which 
be bad the honour to belong, and to purchase 
his way qn in the profession of which he had 
made election; jet, ratEer than tamper with 
aflfectkm, and trifle with a warm and sincere 
heart, he was ready to mar all his brightest 
prospect*, and had even left directions with his 
agent to effect an exchange for bim« unable 
as he felt himself to support hia wife in a 
suitable manner in Loudon, and to re-enter the 
circle in which he had lately moved. He had a 
rich uncle, it was true ; but he expected to be 
disinherited by him, on account of his having 
made this match without even consulting him. 

Whilst this honourable and disinterested con-* 
duct was pursued by the brave Bramblevood, 
Lady Claver was very actively engaged in sifting 
to the bottom every fx&xt of the fair fugitive's 
dilapidated circumstances and precipitate flight 
She was bearer of a newspaper announcing her 
arrival at Wright's Hotel, Dover; for she was 



*<^* 



•w» 



M« 



*«W 



TUB GCJA*X>1. 



81 



recognized in spite of ber precautions, and 
Wright thought that a titled traveller would 
swell his list and his bill at the same time. It 
was remarked with wonder, that all her .servants 
had been fully settled with and paid off by the 
young Captain, (all officers, when travelling, are 
called to this ade the water ; on the other side, 
military rank goes by the purse ; and if gold is 
given to the servants at Dessein's or Quillac's, 
it is mon Colonel, at least) and that the two 
footmen who rode behind in the dicky, were 
discharged at Dover. 

"This was deep enough," observed Lady 
Claver ; and officiously went and informed her 
robe-maker, that if she used expedition she 
might likely enough catch Lady Lydia ere she 
embarked, or by following her pver in the next 
packet get some arrangement, being the first in 
the field. This manoeuvre, however, failed, 
and Lady Claver, by over-doing her old trade 
of defamation, at last brought on a criminal 
information, to avoid which she fled to Bel- 
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gium, and remained there in fear and trembling, 
during the remnant of her contemptible life. 

Our hero was much hurt at the dry manner 
of his old companion and brother officer's letter: 
he saw clearly that he had lost a friend by his 
excessive imprudence and vanity ; and he fan- 
cied, the next time he was on guard, that 
Colonel Leadon behaved to him with unusual 
coldness and reserve. Au re&te, the story of 
Lady Lydia's flight, ruin, and love-disappoint- 
ment lasted only a few days, to give place to 
fresher matter. The abduction of a ward in 
Chancery ; the elopement of a married lady in 
high life, leaving a distracted husband, and a 
number of lovely daughters almost in infancy, 
the one to bear the gnawing pangs of ill-re- 
quited love and public offensive pity ; the others 
to inherit that shame which they never merited, 
and those impediments in the way of forming 
an honourable union which a mother's miscon- 
duct has entailed upon them ; or vice versa, My 
Lord; or the Honourable Mr. Polygam's ruin- 
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ing a girl at boarding-school, and breaking his 
Lady's heart ; together with the flight of hun- 
dreds, ruined by the expenses of a winter — have 
no more effect upon the nobles and fashionables 
who can stand their ground, than a snow-storm 
has on a brazen pillar, or, as the showman 
says, " Little boys shooting marbles against the 
Rock of Gibraltar." And here might very pro- 
perly be added the accompanying showman's 
slang, " Boys, don't play with the monkeys," 
since the monkeys who act in this farce of " The 
Road to Ruin " are very dangerous to play with, 
and a rustic youth is very likely to be bit by 
them. — The next tale of wonder was Lady Pa- 
namar's " At home" from which an elopement 
took place, and which will come in in its proper 
time and place. ' 

Herbert Greenlaw was all this time miserable ; 
yet he concealed this state of suffering by the most 
extensive extravagance and dissipation. The 
only proper duty which he performed was being 
constant in writing to Emma, who, living in the 
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retirement which she did* was wholly ignorant 
of the intrigues and adventures of the town. 

The expenditure of the young Guardsman 
knew no bounds : he had horses on the turfs be* 
longed to all the Clubs ; played lightly ; aban- 
doned his sober habits; and drank very hard. 
It may be observed, that female society not only 
refines a man, but attractively draws him off 
from coarse pursuits and from pernicious habits* 
The conversation of weUMnformed women has a 
peculiar charm ; Cicero himself felt the benefit 
of it : and it certainly is more becoming to see a 
man of quality or fashion quit the dinner4able 
to give his arm to a fine woman going to the 
Opera, French Play, Almack's, or to a cele- 
brated performer's Benefit Concert, than to be- 
hold him flushed and cloudy at. the same time 
in complexion and intellect, adjourning to a 
gaming-table, or to the orgies of a bacchanalian 
supper, terminating either in private play, (of 
all play the worst,) or in the watch-house. 

Yet to this did our youth come at last : there 



was no expensive pastime into which he did not 
plunge; he even scattered hi? money topugi- 
lists, although be abhorred the diversion of the 
ring, which was quite at variance with the 
education which be had received, and to his 
debkt in Ufe ; and he kept a yacht, although 
be was always sea-sick, even in crossing the 
Channel, and although he knew aa much about ' 
seamanship, nay, even the handing or trim- 
ming a sail, steering a boat, or feathering an 
oar, as a donkey does about an air on the 
flute. But none of this was natural— *it was all 
affected, assumed — its purpose was to fly from 
self; and as it procured fame and notoriety, 
the mother was blind to the errors of ber son* 
Not so with the officer* of his regiment, they 
saw and dreaded his approaching ruin ; and on 
his giving a splendid repq$ dp corps, Colonel 
Leadon refused to attend, and requested to see 
him the next day, when he besought him to 
ponder ere it was too late ; to reduce bis esta- 
blishment; to give up the gaming-table; to 
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sell his race-horses, never to play with a marked 
character, or in promiscuous society, and to re- 
sume his former habits of temperance. " Believe 
me, my young friend," said he, " these extrava- 
gances draw down more ridicule than praise: 
your brother officers would receive you with the 
same cordiality, if you had not so many hun- 
dreds as you expend thousands in the year. 
It is not necessary to be a millionaire in the 
Guards ; on the contrary, I deem a millionaire 
a very dangerous recruit, and generally a bad 
soldier : it only requires to be well born, well 
bred, of easy circumstances, and attentive to 
the profession of arms, together with honour- 
able principle, and the keeping of good com- 
pany, to be esteemed in our Brigade, and well 
received everywhere.'* 

The young soldier pretended to be very 
grateful for the interest taken in his welfare, 
and seemed as if inclined to profit by this 
good advice ; but he was any thing but pleas- 
ed, the advice offended him highly. What ! 
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sink into a humble commoner of ordinary ap- 
pearance! Part with his race-horses, and re- 
duce his establishment, and thus draw all the 
eyes of TattersaPs and the Clubs upon him ? 
O ! no, no, no — cc may obligator If the Colo- 
nel cut him, he could still always find plenty 
of well-dressed pleasant young men to accept 
a place beside him on the box, be a riding and 
walking companion to him, and add to the con- 
viviality of his weekly bachelor's dinners. He 
did find plenty, and amongst them one very 
dangerous associate. He was now imperceptibly 
drawing away from the Guards and from female 
society, from routs, balls, soirees, conversaziones, 
the play and concert ; but he still continued to 
subscribe to the latter, to look in at the Opera, 
to attend Almack's, and to be a; daily visitor to 
his Lady-mother, to whom he never ceased to 
be dutiful. 

In a very little time he began to forget Lady 
Lydia, and to prefer new faces. Of these, he 
found a' number at TattersaTs, < and one of 
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these got the nickname of his Tiger ; for since 
our hero had left the circle to which female fas- 
cinations bound him, he was fast verging from 
the hyper*exquisite to the ruffian in fashion. 
Associations are, to our manners and persons, 
what they are to our ideas: those of talent, 
fancy, and delicacy, adorn all three; as the 
combining with ruder materials disfigures the 
surface, and debases the interior worth* It will 
be seen, that our youth's time being devoted 
partly to the fair sex and partly to his regi- 
ment, he was daily expanding into an elegant 
sample of the soldier and the gentleman'; losing 
on one side selfishness, from a desire to please Na- 
ture's fairest work, and departing from idle boast, 
egotism, and affectation, to assimilate himself 
to that corps, the making one of which had so 
long been the prime object of his ambition. But 
now that the hours devoted to flirting had 
become a blank in his diary; now that he 
had no friend to confide in and to direct him ; 
now that he saw in other belles a chance of 
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rejected addresses, an account of his late pre* 
ference; and finally, now that he dreaded a 
farther dereliction of a duty, which he was not, 
at the same time, prepared to perform, namely, 
constancy to Emm*; and was likewise fearful 
of a second entanglement, if, like the moth, 
he continued to flutter round Love's taper ; he 
flew to the magic bowl for relief, and selected 
a fresh set of intimates to fill up his leisure 
hours; and they were the more acceptable to 
htm, because, as he fed their hunger, they in 
return nourished his vanity, and could admire 
his preeminent style, his carriages, horses, 
trinkets, and festivities, which were so familiar 
to a Guardsman's eye, as not to have any effect 
whatever. It has been remarked more than 
once, that a man is never ruined until he takes 
delight in being the king of his company.— ■ 
But a word about Tigers. 

This animal, as the companion for mad, was 
first introduced by the late Lord Boot-en-avant 9 
sometimes called Lord Leg, on account of a footy 
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deformity : he had a little boy whom he nick- 
named Tiger Minimus. Since that time other 
Tigers have taken their seats by the side of 
Lords and noble ruffians. Lord Oldborough 
has one, a very innocent Tiger ; a certain Lord 
on the turf has one, a fighter by trade, now 
turned adviser ; and other rich men have beasts 
of this breed, either as champions, curiosities, 
shades, or followers, and who run after the 
vehicles of the great or prosperous as Danish or 
other dogs may do— make a part of the esta- 
blishment, either for use or ornament. One of 
this breed (we mean of Tigers) youqg Green- 
law took for his constant companion, — a very 
superior-looking fellow, in person and address, 
in front and courage : and so strange is human 
nature, that habit becomes second nature ; and 
as the coachman who had lived on an acclivity 
for twenty years, always locked his wheel when 
on level ground, so the patron became so 
much a part of the protegi, that he was soon 
the most dependent of the two. He now became 
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the pupil of a new school, and could do nothing 
without the instructor, who was what the lower 
order call a swell and an out-and-outer both to- 
gether. 

The new comrade, instead of being, full 
of reflection and amenity, like Bramblewood, 
was an intrepid follower of pleasure, and 
a scoffer at all form, decorum, and conse- 
quences. Nature made him for the most civi- 
lized society, and experience had furnished him 
with conversation on various subjects ; but 
(what would have horrified Greenlaw a year 
ago) he could suit himself to all companies, 
from the highest to the lowest; could shine 
in a ball-room ; drink purl in a tap-room ; 
drive down the road with a stage coachman ; 
hunt a day with my Lord; and finish the even- 
ing with the friend to whom he taught the same 
game — and this was the constant round. Their 
day was spent in folly, their evening in revelling 
at table, the night and morning in drinking and 
at the gaming-table. After the usual succes- 
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sion of these pursuits, the approach of Epsom 
Races made it necessary for the owner of six 
running horses to attend TattcnaFs, and to 
consult the betting book, and to study the 
odds- 
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CHAPTER VI. 



TATTERSAL's. LADY PAKAMAfi'S ROUT.— 

NEWS FKOW THE CONTINENT. 
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" Surely the pleasure is as great 
Of being cheated a* ta cheat.'' 

HUDIBRAS. 

Thx sports of the turf and field are cer- 
tainly in themselves healthful, manly, and ex- 
hilarating; thty tend to collect together the 
nobility and gentry of the county in which 
either the race or hunt is held or assembled ; 
they draw the tenant and yeoman, the farttfer 
and honeBt country gentleman* nearer to his 
Lord Lieutenant, Lord of the Manor, and 
great land proprietor ; the purposes of con- 
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viviality and good fellowship are promoted; 
and whilst the rubicund-complexioned parson, 
the jolly magistrate, and technical doctor (all 
surgeons and apothecaries being such in the 
country, like travelling captains abroad), pre- 
side at the jovial and hospitable bowl, equity 
is very likely to be substituted in place of the 
glorious uncertainty, sinuosities, and delays of 
the law, to say nothing of the insolence of 
office, differences may naturally be expected 
to be amicably arranged, loyalty and true Bri- 
tish feeling are certain to be preserved. The 
turf offers an additional advantage; namely, 
the still greater improvement of the breed of 
horses: whilst a race in itself is decidedly 
one of the most spirit-stirring pleasures which 
can possibly be imagined, and moreover, what 
ought to be dear to every Briton's heart, it is 
quite national. The starting of the high-mettled 
racer is a moment of delight : — his arched neck, 
symmetrical shape, taper limbs, proud bearing, 
his impatience as he strikes the turf with his 
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fore-foot, and snuffs up the breeze, are gladden* 
ing to every .eye, cheering to every breast. The 
pulse of anxiety beats. with him in his course, 
it redoubles and varies in his progress, and the 
heart bounds on his passing the winning-post 
the foremost by a neck, whilst other half-a-dozen 
pictures of their species are so near, that, to 
use the jockey and huntsman's expression, 
" You might cover them with a sheet." 

All this is fine, as is the admirable horseman- 
ship of the rider, his skill, judgment, dexterity, 
and address, the effect of a start, keeping the 
lead, saving and putting out his horse by turns, 
the whip hand, the advantage of ground, 
the generalship (if we may use the expression) 
of computing the strength of competitors, 
the making the most of . his horse, throwing 
him his length, or jerking him in upon a push, 
and finally, if beaten, the making a pretty 
race of it, and deserving well of his employer 
— all this, too, is fine ; and we accord due praise 
to the Chiffneys, the Buckles, and all other 
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jockeys of ancient and modem times, allowing 
that the boldness and dexterity of the jockey, 
like these qualities in the sportsman, from his 
most worthy Grace of Beaufort down to the 
huntsman and whipper-in, contribute hugely to 
making us the finest riding nation in Europe, 
and do wonders for the courage of our cavalry 
and mounted military of all description* But 
beyond this the tuff and sporting field go not. 
The former is innocent in itself, but die latter 
is so completely a trade, that it loses its greatest 
charm to honourable men and men of honour 
—namely, those to whom rank has given that 
distinction in society, and those who have re- 
ferred it from innate goodness, education* and 
bafatt For it is on the turf and in the ring 
the same thing $ and it may be said of them 
taken together, with truth, arising from expe- 
rience, that <c The race is not to the swift, nor 
the battle to the strong.* 
So much deceit, dishonesty, trick, and over- 

* We crave pardon of our moral reader for thhr 
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reaching, occur in both, that although a race 
is a beautiful thing to be a spectator of, yet 
it is unsafe to meddle with as a bettor, and 
ruinous to dabble in, much more to be habitu- 
ally concerned in; unless a nobleman or gen- 
tleman can condescend to mingle with low-born 
and unprincipled society, to be the companion 
of breeders, dealers, jockies, grooms, and 
Greeks, and to be a little of all these charac- 
ters* There are a few of the nobility and 
gentry who keep race-horses for diversion, the 
improvement of the breed, or from fashion, 
and whose bets and races are both fair ; but 
when compared with all the overwhelming tide 
of legs, adventurers, gentlemen-Rockies, and 

advisers 

" Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vasto." 
Touching the ring, the matter is infinitely 

Scripture quotation, We are aware of its original 
meaning— to wit, that human celerity and strength 
avail not, where a dread and higher power can dispose 
of all events. In the present instance, all that is in* 
tended is to show, that the agency of self-interest puts 
all fair play at nought* 

VOL- II. F 
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worse ; — the sport is at variance with humanity 
—it is also ungentlemanlike. It certainly keeps 
trp the old English spirit amongst the lower 
orders, but it tends to demoralize the middle 
ranks, brings down the high-born man (if he 
identify himself as a patron with the trade, for 
such it is) to the level of the low, and opens 
the door to fraud and greeking, as handy in 
the ring, as at the board, where cards and dice 
come up not by chance but at will. It will be 
said in defence of pugilism, that in a nation 
where the fist is the instrument of defence, 
assassination seldom occurs, and more serious 
combats are avoided ; whilst it is putting in- 
dividuals on a level of defence, and in the way 
of fair play. The first we will grant ; the last 
positions we deny. The manly set-to can never 
adjust an affair of honour between persons of 
the higher classes*, whether naval, military, or 
civil ; and as to the equality of the combat, it 
is as unequal as the sword possibly can be, 
since science is every thing in both ; and a thou- 
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sand, times less equal than the trigger, where, 
in spite of practice, chance or nerve most gene- 
rally carries the day. 

Having said so much on the turf and sport- 
ing-field, we naturally come to Tattersal's, 
where the first characters of each habitually 
attend, either to buy or sell horses or dogs, 
to make bets, gain sporting intelligence, to 
puff, or keep up the price of a friend's or 
employer's stud ; to appear to be come for 
one of these purposes, to meet friends, to see 
who is in town, and lastly, to act as spies on the 
sporting and fashionable world. From this va- 
riety of causes for frequenting this spot, a most 
motley group assembles on sale-days here, both 
inside and outside of the establishment, and 
characters may be studied from the prince to the 
private gentleman, and from him to the groom 
out of plaee; nay, even to the vilest of the vile-u- 
those servile followers of the law who accom- 
pany John Doe and Richard Roe in their offi- 
cial capacity and tangible shape. The Greek 
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cohorts and legions, cavalry and infantry, are 
also sure to be here, because some of them are 
deeply connected with the turf, and because 
others always follow the tide of Fashion, and 
watch the motions of every Belcour or Gold- 
finch, until his Peruvian dust be scattered to 
the wind: sometimes, too, they lay in wait 
for the farmer's bags, who, just arrived from 
Mark-lane with bis sample in his pocket, in- 
tent to purchase a smart hack, or to bargain for 
a bit of blood out of condition, gets hoaxed into 
a bet on a pending race, and amused by the glib 
tongue of some flashy sharper, tosses up for a 
beef-steak and a bottle, and ends, very much 
against the grain, by losing the canvass money- 
bag, and by converting his corn into gold, 
which is handed over to the gaming-table. 

Here our hero, accompanied by his Tiger, 
made his morning call, and allowed himself to 
be played upon in the purchase of a brace of 
spaniels and a Barbary horse; here he also 
gained the following intelligence, and saw the 
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persons connected with it, which shall be given 
in an abridgment, as we are impatient to take 
our lady-readers to Lady Panamar's party. 

The subject of races, past, present, and to 
come, was freely discussed : the Derby, the Don- 
caster, and all the Newmarket meetings, were 
animadverted to. It was asserted that half those 
who passed for knowing ones were mere flats, 
and were tools in the hands of their jockies and 
stud-grooms. Lord Dunderton, although wax- 
ing old, and long upon the turf, was said to be 
nobody without Sam Ch — f — y at his elbow to 
advise him, who was always sure to play fair 
when he did not play booty. Lord M— lc— r 
was laughed at for a book which he bought two 
years ago, called the Hollyoaks, apd which 
might have been termed the Folly-hoax, by 
way of a child's guide, to teach him the art of 
winning on a race, calculations, and divers other 
matters, which he has since learned, to his cost, 
are not to be effected by rule. Mr. Alley Renard 
was also brought on the tapis, together with 
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what York cost him (the races no doubt) ; nor 

was the powerful co-operation which W 1 

obtained from R — s — d — le and the ci-devant 
pugilist G — 1 — y, now bloated with money 
and success, passed over in silence. The owner 
of Antonio was represented as on the road 
to ruin, although once flushed with partial 
success; and Marmalade Welville, and Mr. 
P — t — se were said to know the Roads which 
led to the winning-post. Crackpurse's turf 
concerns, and the travelling accommodation 
which he brought down for my Lords and Gem- 
mens — his being hoaxed about the counters, 
which might be termed a counter-hoax— all had 
their share of comments; after which pocket- 
books were pulled out, memorandums and notes 
set down, stakes deposited, matches made, 
horses placed, together with all the other usual 
operations for anticipated races; and he who 
thought himself very knowing, and schooled by 
his losses, went off as likely to lose as ever. 
It was eleven o'clock at night when the gay 
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Guardsman went to dress, and met all the beau 
monde at the rich mansion of the Nabob and 
his more ambitious better half. 

Lady Panamar's husband had spent the most 
valuable years of his life in a tropical climate ; 
he returned, at the age of forty-six, with a 
York-tan complexion, sky-blue lips, and a 
mortgaged constitution : his liver was quite 
burned up, nor was the induration of the heart 
much less: selfishness, and the enjoyment of 
what pleasures can be culled in a state of con- 
stant fever, such as artificial breezes, the fanning 
and shampooing of slaves, being borne in a 
reclined posture by degraded men of colour; 
hot and high sauces and viands ; burned odours ; 
together with the obnubilation and offusca- 
tion of the brain from smoking ; and a most 
inordinate love for money, not as a miser, but 
to spend in pride and ambitious emulation, 
made him callous to all social ties. He was like 
Catiline in one respect,— 

" Alien! appetens, sui profusus." 






104 THE GUARDS. 

D t ailleurs f he belonged to nobody, and had no 
relations to look after or provide for on his 
return, laden with four hundred thousand 
pounds; so that, on purchasing a stately edifice 
near the Regent's Park, he gave orders to his 
porter to receive no petitions, to give all letters 
to his wife, to beat the beggars, and swear that 
he never was at home to any body except com- 
pany invited by him to his epicurean dinners, 
or by his lady to her evening parties; the rest 
of the domestics were commanded to bow thrice 
every time they saw him, and never to dare to 
speak unless spoken to. 

On his arrival, he knew enough of the golden 
rule to obtain a title and a seat in Parliament : 
in the list of nobility he was considered as a 
cypher; and as a mute, or rather an automaton 
in the House ; for when the ministerial wire was 
pulled, he nodded, and accented yes or no, as 
the majority required. At table, nevertheless, 
he made a very decent appearance, and was 
lavish, not hospitable. Lady Panamar met 
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Sir Ralph (not Raff J at Madras ; she was then 
a fine girl, gone out on a venture with a btace 
of other sisters, to get married, their elder 
sisteb being sacrificed to a paralytic General. 
The young lady jumped, as it is vulgarly called, 
at the nabob's offer; and when she returned, all 
diamonds and cashmeres, she started in the 
race of fashion, hoping to distance half the 
quality in town. 

Lady Gertrude did not like nabobs and their 
ladies ; she held them (for she was the proudest 
of the proud) like Lord Mayors and Lady 
Mayoresses, amphibious nobles (as she haugh* 
tily termed it), a mixture of trade and title, 
money and merchandise ; novices in the sphere 
of their revolving ; and, finally, brevet rank 
nobility : nevertheless, so very sumptuous were 
the feasts of Panamar-house, and so well 
attended and crowded were her ladyship's noc- 
turnal parties, that she brought herself to partake 
of the one, and to be in the list of the company 
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of the other ; and in return, she invited her, 
Lady P., two or three times in the season to her 
house. 

Lady Panamar was present at Lady Ger- 
trude's house-opening, and her heart turned 
sick with envy at its splendour : she imme- 
diately conceived the project of outdoing it in 
a let off within a month. The time was now 
arrived, and the company congregated. The 
exertions to surpass her rival were excessive ; 
but, upon the whole, Lady Gertrude beat her. 
The number of servants exceeded Lady Ger- 
trude's, but they exhibited a piebald race, 
being black and white almost alternated ; add 
to which, she had hired some awkward per- 
formers, who betrayed their ignorance, and their 
being strangers to the house. Livery the Nabob 
had none; he chose the usual light grey and 
red, all daubed over with gold lace; but as 
Lady Panamar considered this as not striking 
enough, she ordered new suits of crimson and 
sky-blue, which, barring the blue instead of 
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green, exactly imitated the livery of the junior 
branches of the royal family. 

" What presumption !" exclaimed Lady Ger- 
trude, on entering the hall. The furniture was 
richer than that of the rival, because it con- 
sisted in curious rich Indian cabinets; tables 
inlaid, not only with mother-of-pearl, but 
with precious stones, together with beautiful 
Asiatic silk drapery, embroidered with gold, and 
splendid coloured embroidery ; and lastly, a ' 
room of green silk, bordered all round with the 
feathers of the rarest and most costly birds of 
three quarters of the globe, Asia, Africa, and 
America, whilst the carpet was composed of 
leopard's skins, sewed together, and bordered 
by very heavy gold bullion fringe. At the sight 
of this salon, Lady Gertrude felt sick at heart, 
was ready to faint, and never recovered during 
the whole of the night, although assured by 
the best judges of elegance and taste, that the 
music, supper, arrangements, and list of per- 
sonages, could in no way compare with hers, 
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either in quantity, quality, bon gotit, or tomt 
ensemble. She was not to be consoled, and only 
felt relieved on gaining her bedchamber, where, 
alas ! sleep never alighted upon her eyelids. 

The rest of the night's attractions were of the 
usual cast, with this difference, that there was 
a strong spice of gaming mixed up in the bill 
of fare. Sir Ralph had contracted a great taste 
for this pernicious pasta-tempo whilst in India, 
by which, the tale of ill report insinuated, he 
had made most of his money. Of the Guards 
there were but three present: some were on 
guard, some had previous engagements, and 
others did not like Sir Ralph nor his lady ; and 
their absence made the concern very flat, at 
least the dancing misses were all of that opi- 
nion. Young Greenlaw was in forced spirits: he 
made his person very choice and precious in the 
dancing line; but he did stoop so far as to 
stand up in one quadrille and two waltzes with 
titled ladies, who whispered it about, that he 
was nearly cured of his love sickness, and that 
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some other belle might fairly start to supplant 
the widow. 

The summer was rapidly coming on, and the 
warm season trod upon the last steps of spring, 
and brought gaudier flowers, to look back with 
contempt on the snowdrop and the violet : the 
hyacinth, the delight and comfort of the gelid 
months, had long since been rejected ; and the 
full fragrance of bolder flowers bloomed in 
every fashionable corridor and boudoir, and had 
begun to expand in every garden in the open 
air; so that a moralizing or philosophizing man 
would have retired from art to nature with a feel- 
ing of lost time, and have wished that early, re- 
freshing sleep had enabled him to pass from his 
couch to his garden, and from the works of men's 
hands to great creative nature; not primordial, as 
the sceptic world wish it were, but the creature 
and instrument in the hands of uncreated Om- 
nipotence. 

When the company separated, the votary 
of pleasure might have seen from the corner 
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of his carriage, where exhaustion and the fa- 
tigue of dissipation had placed him, die hus- 
bandman and the handicraft labouring, at small 
recompense, for those luxuries without which he 
could not exist ; but, under these circumstances, 
the mind has lost its reflective power, in the 
same ratio that the body is deprived of its 
primitive natural energies. Young Greenlaw 
hurried into bed, and felt too happy to have no 
intruding care to chase rest and the dulcia 06- 
livia vita from his pillow ; and if there be a tran- 
quil pleasure in life, it is the forgetfulness of 
the world's cares, which exist, in altered forms, 
more on the brow which wears a diadem, than 
on that which a straw hat or other humble co- 
vering protects from the solar beam. 

When our hero awoke, he was not half re- 
freshed, for it happened to be a field-day, 
and the grand review was fast approaching: 
he went through the business of the morning 
as ill as can be imagined, for late hours and 
revelling accord not with masculine exertion 
and military discipline; and it is marvellous 
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bow the followers of fashion keep time and 
favour with both. On his return to his town- 
house, he found newspapers, magazines, letters, 
and billets, in great number, on his break- 
fast-table ; but as he had brought home three 
brother-officers to breakfast, and as his Tiger 
was there to meet him, he only took up 
one paper, having permission so to do, and 
begged Tiger to read and answer all letters 
not coming from France. Whether the Nabob 
had paid double price for flattery, or whether 
(as was stated to be the case) a relation of 
Lady Panamar's, provided for by the' press, 
felt the peculiar satisfaction, arising from paren- 
tage and the honour done him, of being present 
and partaking of the good things, is not yet 
decided; but certain it is, that the Panaifiar 
House entertainment looked better on paper, 
than the grand opening, for the season, of Lady 
Gertrude Greenlaw's house. It is true that it 
was only so on paper ; but like the advertise- 
ment of a Stock Company, the names set down, 
sums at stake, and advantages detailed, were 
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enough to blind the eyes of the reader, and to 
eclipse the real magnificence of the forgotten 
feast Greenlaw saw it with disgust — Lady 
Gertrude was confined to her bed on perusing it: 
the son threw it down in contempt— the mother 
burned it, but its contents die could not get over. 

When his brother-officers had withdrawn, 
he inquired about the notes and epistles. There 
were invitations and club meeting announce- 
ments, petitions and amatory billets ; and (for 
the first time) a score of civil, yet urgent dun- 
ning letters;— "I shall give all these to the 
flames, 79 said the Tiger, rising erectly, as if he 
were up in his stirrups ; " but there is one letter 
from Dijon, and you must read that,* au- 
thoritatively uttered prime-minister Tiger. 

u Well, give it me," said the patron ; " I know 
from what hand it comes,— alas P (for this re- 
newed his divided feelings) " not from the fair 
fingers and rosy palm, which used to entwine 
roses for my guilty brow; — allons, voyomT 

The handwriting was Bramblewood's. The 
short contents — 
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" Dear Herbert, 
" Nous avons brulees Paris, and are arrived, 
tired and in haste, at Dijon. Lady L. L. is 
seriously ill, and we proceed from hence to 
Italy, for change of air : too late I fear. I 
am married, no matter how or where ; but le- 
gally and indissolubly, and I am happy. I 
expect to be gazetted out of the Guards every 
week. Farewell. Tell the miscreant tribe of 
detractors, that her Ladyship's debts will be 
paid, and that I am not run away; and bid 
them beware of Lady Claver's example. Pray 
how is dame Blight ? Let her also have a care. 
Respects at home. 

" Yours, sincerely, 



(C 
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" P. S. — I hope that Colonel Leadon received 
the trifling present, which 1 sent him from 
Calais, safe" 

The letter demanded deep cogitation ; it an- 
nounced eternal separation with the self-injured 
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Lady Lydia; to whom, nevertheless, the youth 
had Dot acted honourably. There was a pugna- 
cious gladiatorial disposition, on the part of the 
champion, to take up the glove in beauty's 
cause on his return ; and a strange precipitation 
to gain la bella Italia, either for the purposes of 
health or distance ; and lastly, an appearance of 
cash to pay Lady Lydia's debts. But first " Nous 
avons brute Paris ;"* the reason was obvious — 
great and pleasurable cities were insupportable 
to the fair fugitive, nor could she encounter the 
faces of ruined rakes and dandies, withered and 
disappointed belles, and, above all, the inquiries, 
" on dits" and reports, which might bear upon 

* The expression br&le is not commonly understood 
by an Englishman, but is quite French, insomuch that 
a Parisian, who had promised to correspond with an 
English friend in Paris, thus began his letter — dated 
Marlborough. 

"Mi dear friend, 

" I burned London, and am on my road to Bath.*' 

This would seem like an incendiary letter; but bHUer 
Londres, or br&kr le pave, mean merely to pass through 
a town at full speed, striking fire from the pavement — 
How truly French ! 
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herself. This was easily accounted for, but the 
paying of debts was still an object of dubiety : 
with which he dismissed the subject, appointed 
the Tiger to meet him at the Horse-Bazaar, 
consented, with some difficulty, to assist at an 
ex-champion's dinner, and wrote maman a line, 
to say that he should hope to meet her at the 
Opera ; which communication was answered by 
his father, desiring to see him in an hour, and 
informing him that his mother was alarmingly 
ill, 
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CHAPTER VII. 



SICKNESS.— THE DUCHESS OF OL D STYLE. — 
JOURNEY TO BRIGHTON. 



" For praise too dearly loved, or warmly sought, 
Enfeebles all internal strength of thought ; 
And the weak soul within itself unblest, 
Leans for all pleasure on another's breast, 
Hence Ostentation here, with tawdry art, 
Pants for the vulgar praise which fools impart ; 
Here Vanity assumes her pert grimace, 
And trims her robes of frieze with copper-lace ; 
Here beggar Pride defrauds her daily cheer, 
To boast one splendid banquet once a year ; 
The mind still turns where shifting fashion draws, 
Nor weighs the solid worth of self-applause/' 

Goldsmith. 

Lady Gertrude's illness assumed a serious 
appearance — she was bilious to a great degree, 
and hsxLa slow fever, in addition to the total 
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derangement of her nerves : and no woman was 
less fit for a bed of sickness, or even for con- 
finement to her chamber, for die possessed nei- 
ther patience nor resignation, nor could she 
enjoy those rational pleasures which persons of 
calm and orderly habits find so many resources 
in. Enslaved by fashion, and wedded to the 
world—- she could neither read nor work, nor 
take interest in instructive conversation. Like 
many of those so admirably described by the 
poet, who either starve or stint themselves, to 
make occasional displays of ostentatious finery — 
or ruin themselves for the same weak purpose, 
depending entirely on others for a short-lived 
season of happiness; she sacrificed her time, 
her treasure, and her health, to gain the praise 
of ungrateful guests, and to shine in the list of 
nobility by making a conspicuous figure in the 
columns of a newspaper. Beyond these, it is 
true, she had one darling object,— her son, he 
was her idol. But hers was not genuine, pure, 
unmixed affection; there was blended with it 
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a great portion of alloy, namely, the dross of 
pride, to see him great and flourishing, the 
master of a splendid edifice and establishment, 
quoted in all fashionable details, and allied to 
nobility. These were the treasured objects of 
her ambition : had he disappointed her in these 
views, or married what she considered beneath 
him, it would have broken her heart ; and she 
would very probably have banished him not 
only from her love, but from her presence, — for 
so she often said. 

Her present malady was of a doubtful nature, 
her physician attributed it to cold caught at 
Lady Panamar's party, together with a long 
continued debility of the nervous system; which, 
alas ! is too frequent among women of fashion, 
who embark in all the pleasures which dissipa- 
tion affords, and become the victims of late 
hours, the dangerous variety of temperatures of 
theatres, crowded saloons, the passage through 
halls to their equipages, streams of air, sleep- 
less nights, and the heart-achings which envy, 
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emulation, and disappointment often bring; 
not to mention that apathy which at last suc- 
ceeds to the fatigue of Vanity in all her opera- 
tions. But her intimate acquaintances were of 
opinion, that it was owing to her pride being 
wounded at the newspaper flourish in favour 
of the Nabob's lady, which outstripped her en- 
tertainment; and the spleen excited by the green 
silk room bordered by the rich plumage, which 
no money or exertions on her part could pro- 
cure. 

In the commencement of her confinement, she 
gave orders that every one should be let in 
except Lady Panamar and Mrs. Blight; and 
she lay extended on a sofa covered with purple 
and silver satin, habited in a cambrick night- 
gown,: trimmed with dentelhs de Malines, a 
Valenciennes lace cap ornamented with artificial 
roses, and a hundred-pound Cashmere negli- 
gently but gracefully thrown across her shoul- 
ders. A gentle light was let into her 
apartment, so that, although she was highly 
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rouged, it looked natural. 'She had rose* 
coloured satin shoes, and a profusion of rings 
on her fingers; a few splendidly bound volumes, 
which she never opened, on her table; and the 
most expensive flowers that the hot-house could 
produce, which, however, were not without 
their utility, in overcoming the strong smell of 
ether, to which, as well as opium, she had 
become so habituated that when in apparent 
health she could not live without them. 

This public display of indisposition did not 
last long; it increased her fever, made her 
delirious a whole night, and caused her medical 
attendants to forbid her to receive company, 
and to direct that she should be kept as cool 
and tranquil as possible. " Let not her mind 
be agitated upon any account, 9 ' said they: — but 
this was more easily said than done. 

Her son was now assiduous in his attentions, 
so that there was a short period of his life given 
up to duty and rational occupation ; but as 
she showed signs of recovery, he recommenced 
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the usual routine of expense, and nightly 
attended what he jocosely called the Fishmon- 
gers' Company ; alluding to Crackpurse's having 
carried out fish* in his youth, ere the turf and the 
gaming-table poured in such wealth upon him, 
and have brought to his net not only gold and 
silver fish, gudgeons, and rare flat fish, but 
perhaps may get him a place for some of his 
bad debts. 

As Lady Gertrude's health amended, she was 
allowed to receive one or two visits in the day, 
amongst which her Grace of Oldstyle was the 
first. 

• It is really marvellous, that men of low habits and 
youthful obscure life should get initiated into the arcana 
of horse-racing and of play ; and still more, how they 
learn to entertain en seigneur, as Cracky does. As a 
proof of the former, however, there exists a man of 
nothing, who can neither read nor write, yet who has 
the clearest head for play that possibly can exist, and 
so strong and retentive a memory that he does all his 
business by it, and when he returns home he gets his 
wife to write down his bets and to book what is owing 
to him. 

VOL. II. G 
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The Duchess never visited her personally 
in the days of her pomp, pride, prosperity, 
and folly ; but when she heard of her illness, 
she called upon her, deeming the visiting the 
side to be an act of humanity, for which brilliant 
quality her Grace stands first upon the list of vir- 
tuous nobility. With her the nobility of the 
heart and mind transcends even the lustre of 
her birth, which she owes to a long, unsullied 
line of worthy and illustrious ancestors; and it 
may be equally said of her, that the extensive 
possessions and riches of which she might boast 
are yet inferior to the store of noble and feeling 
actions which make her ten times more rich in 
good works. There is, moreover, a variety in 
her benevolence rare to be met with. She 
is considering, calculating, soothing, generous, 
discriminating, and grand, in all her acts of 
friendship, charity, and mercy; pure in her 
morality, unaffected in her piety, chaste in her 
conversation, dignified in her deportment; a 
tender parent, an exemplary wife to her de- 
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parted lord, an indulgent mistress, a firm 
friend, a loyal subject, a patriotic English- 
woman, and a blessing sent for the poor. Of 
her birth it m*y be said, that, as Ulysses esta- 
blished that he had 

« j) eus ^ u troque parente/' 

she can prove ducal nobility by birth and 
marriage ; and were she to add, like the Greek 
chief, — 

" Nam genus et proaros et quae non fecimus ipsi, 
Vix ea nostra voco/' 

she might rest her title to nobility on noblesse 
{Tame, the highest quality which a man or 
monarch can display. In town (not far from 
the Treasury) her house is like a beacon to the 
lost mariner; a door at which distress never 
knocked in vain. At Richmond, the creation, 
from the animal gifted with reason to the 
dumb beast and feathered flock, shares her muni- 
ficence. It is curious, on the green lawn laved 
and bordered by the King of Rivers, old Father 
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Thames, to behold the tenants of the air flock 
round a person employed to feed them, and to 
see her Grace, now an octogenarian, a witness 
of this scene of self-created hospitality to these 
humble members of the creation ; and were we 
to follow her from this beneficent pastime 
through her whole diary of laudable employ, 
ment, we should discover the love of the Creator 
and bounty to his creatures, mixed up with 
almost every hour. At her estates, when pre- 
sent, the same scenes of a life useful to mankind 
are performed ; and in her absence, orders are 
given that the poor may not be forgotten. That 
her valuable life may long be preserved is the 
wish of all that know her ; and that her grand- 
son may look up to her as his best exam- 
ple, must be the anxious prayer of all connected 
with the family, either in the paternal or mater- 
nal line. 

Her Grace's visit was a short one. She ex- 
pressed herself kindly, and gave her her best 
wishes, advising her to be most careful of her- 
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self ; and on recovering, to change her mode of 
life, as that in which she had been living must 
be most prejudicial to her constitution, which, in 
fact, was ruined. She added, with a smile,*' that 
she should be glad to see her son when he could 
spare time, but feared that M house was 

too dull and quiet for his taste and habits." 
In conclusion, she informed her that she had 
that morning seen General Stockford, formerly 
of the Guards, and that he expected the young 
man would get his promotion very soon. The 
General observed, at the same time, " that be 
was much liked in the regiment ; they all be- 
lieved that he had a good heart, but wished 
that he could pilot his bark a little more 
steadily, as all his best friends regretted the 
expensiveness of his habits, and feared that he 
had deserted them for less safe associates." 

There was what Lady Gertrude miscalled an 
aigre doux in this information and advice. She 
was pleased with the prospect of her son's pro- 
motion, but could not stomach any thing in the 
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shape of blame thrown upon her darling. She 
nevertheless told him what her Grace had said, to 
which he responded, in an affected tone, " Well I 
I— do— like— that Duchess of Oldstyle " (each 
word drawn out thus at length, with a break or 
pause after it) ; " she is a mighty good sort of 
a woman, but then voyex votes, my dearest mo* 
tker, your good sort of people are most estima- 
ble bodies to those to whom they do good, 
but very dull company ; Lady Newstyle would 
better suit poor frail me. I would (fine at her 
Grace's house with 8 vast deal of pleasure, but 
for the monotonie of moral conversation, which 
has ' a lethargic effect upon me. Her dinners 
are as bad as our relation's, the Bishop's ; not 
a particle of scandal is allowed as the sauce 
piquant e, to make the repast go down; no 
coquetting neighbours at table; no amusing 
satirists to serve up your friends in some new 
form, or to announce some new votary of fashion 
lately disked : an heir plucked like a pigeon, 
or a fat banker cleaned out like the empty 
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shell of an oyster. Now, there 's some fun in 
this ; but her Grace speaks well of every body. 
Then agbin, there's no Lady Tonish to encou- 
rage amorous enterprise, nor unfortunate per* 
son to make a butt of, or to whet the edge of 
well-turned ridicule on." 

Here mamma patted him on the cheek, and 
laughed : this sally did her a world of good — 
who so humorous, so aimable, or so delightful, 
as her Herbert ? He perceived that he pleased 
her, so he continued—*' By the way, I dined 
at the Bishop's, the other day. I arrived pre- 
cisely at seven, and the Goths had begun dinner. 
I met there a score of parsons, with cauliflower 
wigs and fire-shovel hats; some, too, had their 
silk aprons. I wish the Established Church 
would establish a more becoming dress. I de- 
clare I could not help laughing at the Bishop, 
as I was marching off the guard in St. James's 
Park, to see him riding in black cloth gaiters, 
and a noble of the old school riding by the 
side of him, in a double barrelled wig and a 
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cut and thrust tail ; # nearly as complete a cari- 
cature as the late quack who used to amuse the 
folks in Hyde Park, by appearing with-a queue, 
cocked hat, and a long-tailed pony. Had it 
not been for two originals, who supported the 
huff a parts, and even deranged the gravity of 
his Lordship, the evening would have been 
quite insupportable ; for we were bored a full 
hour about the Catholic Question — as if I cared 
a fig about that or any other question in the 
Upper or Lower House, or any house but 
a Club-house, the Opera-house, or one opened 
with a splendid fete like yours (this flattered 
her). Our relation is a constant attendant at 
the House, although turning deafer every year. 
Perhaps, if I was as deaf as he, I might attend 
too ; as the late Lord North said to his brother 
the Bishop, respecting the heavy concerts of 
ancient music ; but as it is, scusate mi Signor. 

* By this is meant the wigs of the last century, 

with 

" Two curls of a side 

To a pig's tail tied." 
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Now to return to .our exotics, who on earth, of 
all created beings, can you guess was at his Lord- 
ship's table, neat as imported and as large as 
life, but our village surgeon, turned into a St. 
Andrew's degree doctor, come to town to prac- 
tise ! It was your Ladyship who first turned 
his head ; and he has brought his precious rib 
with him, who miscalls every thing. It is the 
highest farce, imaginable to hear the Doctor's 
Graeco-Latinical, technical, and medical ora- 
tions ; and Madame comipg out with a mouth- 
ful of hard words, which she miscalls and con- 
tinually uses out of place. In answer to my 
hoping that the Doctor was in high practice^ 
she informed me that her spouse had succeeded 
beyond his most sanguinary expectation ; that 
he had cured Counsellor Silverspeech of a bum- 
bago (lumbago), and that in a very miraculous 
manner, Vie lately had hoperated Lady Diana's 
favourite lap-dog, and had seduced (reduced) a 
bit of flesh like a ven in its neck, discussed 
(dispersed) the concrescence (excrescence,) and 

6 5 



130 TtiB GUARDS. 

saved the poor ^animal's life. It was not quite 
certain whether it was a ten, or a mere lusum 
tiatufi (lusus natufa), but he had besalved it 
(preserved it) hi a bottle, to show to the fa- 
culty, and perhaps might send it to the British 
Atheneum (Museum) ; he had also set Mrs. Blight 
to rights, Who had been inflicted with a Dio* 
tama of long standing/— (The poor Bishop felt 
for her.) Her husband had been called out*, or 
he Would have explained.—* A what, Ma'am P 
said the Bishop's Lady. — 'Why, a Diorama.* 
— * Where P 'In her intestines. — ft Oh ! I under- 
stand, further explanation would not sound 
pretty.' 

By these little gossipings Herbert beguiled 
his mother's hours of suffering. He now ran his 
usual round ; but always sat with her after break- 

* It is not a very uncommon thing for young practi- 
tioners to order their servants to call them out to non- 
existing patients : this demonstrates extensive practice, 
just as tavern-keepers have been known to ring their own 
bells to make a show of the press of business. 
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fast, and amused her with the scandal and on dits 
whjch he picked up at the Opera, Alraack's, 
and Crackpur$e'$. At TattersaFs his Tiger 
was still hip eQU}p*niQPj and still continued to 
introduce him into farther expensive habits 
and amusements. Day followed day, until his 
mother became convalescent, when she was 
ordered to Brighton for change of air, but en- 
joined not to mix in any of its gaieties. Indeed, 
town was too full for this, and she would not 
seek a second circle; nor, indeed, would she have 
chosen Brighton at all, but for the facility of 
arriving there in five or six hours* and the plea* 
sure pf knowing that his most gracious Majesty 
make? it an occasional place of residence. In 
other respects it has not the advantages of re- 
moter sea-bathing quarters ; having neither the 
scenery of Southampton or Bognor-Bocks, the 
bold coast of Weymouth, the environs of J^ifls- 
gate and the Isle of Thanet, nor the rides and 
drives about any of those places. Its proximity 
to London is likewise productive of one serious 
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evil to very high-minded nobility ; namely, the 
mixture of company, and the great facility of 
bringing down the smoke-dried inhabitants of 
Bishopgate Without and Bishopgate Within, 
Cornhill, Threadneedle-street, and other, such 
unfashionable quarters. The cit pops into the 
dicky, or the inside of a coach, and finds himself 
huddled in amongst the quality on the Steine in 
a few hours ; and there can thrust his untitled 
and unpresented person 

" Betwixt the wind and their nobility." 
It is almost as bad as " Margate a hoy F where 
no courtly dame or cavalier could possibly be a 
visitor. But the four post-horses are at the 
door, together with the usual attendance of two 
footmen and an avant-couricr ; her Ladyship is 
handed in by her son, and he kindly accom- 
panies her, and is missed in London for three 
whole days. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



COMPANY AT BRIGHTON: DISASTERS. 



" Obrepit non intellects senectus.'' 

Juvenal. 

" Inaudible, the chilly foot of age 
Steals on our joys, and drives us from the stage." 

Hodgson. 

The weather was unfavourable, and the 
bleak air of Brighton confined our convales- 
cent to her apartment ; the want of shelter 
about this coast renders it far from fitted to 
every constitution. Lady Gertrude was a 
hothouse-plant, and could not endure rough 
breezes, however salubrious they may be to the 
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children of the dreary moor, vast plain, rock, 
promontory, or mountain, — such as our neigh- 
bour 

" Caledonia, stern and wild/* 

the moors of the north of England, or the 
plains of Roscommon, Nevertheless, at every 
blink of sunshine, the visitor to Brighton pro- 
fited by the lucid interval, and peeped out like a 
snail from its shell. Our hero likewise availed 
himself of the same advantage, and lounged 
between the Library and Coffee-house, the 
Steine and the main street, in order to collect 
any thing which might amuse his Lady-mother. 
The Star of Brunswick shone not upon the 
Pavilion : it had chosen royal Windsor for its 
seat of resplendence; the environs of the 
primely residence were triste: and when the 

storm beat from the Chain-pier on the land, and 
the brisk premenader was impelled forward with 
the wind aft, spindle shanks and coarse under- 
standings were brought to light ; the wasted 
macaroni in tight pantaloons and hessian-boots 
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was found to have no calf * at all; whilst other 
fat male and female pedestrians were all calves 
together, or had [such a column-like conforma- 
tion, that it was next to impossible to distinguish 
where that part was. All shapes, forms and sizes, 
however, came alike under scrutiny, and the 
retreat of many was disordered and precipitate, 
we might say ridiculous, particularly when the 
gale filled an umbrella like a sail, to which the 
pedestrian appeared to be attached ; and when 
the struggle betwixt the securing the petticoat 
and die paraphue was doubtful and obstinate. 
Under such circumstances the coast is Soon 
cleared ; and Brighton out of the season exhibits 

* This puts us in mind of hearing the late Lady Buck- 
inghamshire complain at a rout, of having a pain in the 
small of her back ; and of her being asked by a wag, 
where that was? This same joke was also repeated in 
Scotland, when the late Duchess of Gordon complained 
of a lumbago ; which term not being very clearly com- 
prehended by a rough-spun countryman of hers, she ex- 
plained it in the most obvious terms possible, " Man, I 
tell you I have a pain in the small of my back f " Where 
awa in a* the creation is that?" replied Scotus. 
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almost a memento mori. Where is the Georgium 
Sidus — the Duloe Decus Britannise ? " He has 
left us almost for ever," cries one voice of dis- 
appointment Where are the gay officers of 
the Tenth, so many of whom dazzled young 
ladies' admiring eyes? — a Lord A,, a Lord 
J. M., a Lord R., the Honourable A. M., a She* 
ridan, a Golden Ball, the king of the Dan* 
dies, et cetera, et cetera ? Some dead, some 
ruined, some abroad, others have left the corps; 
and the corps has left these quarters. Ay, 
and a man who, like the Author, has known 
Brighton thirty years, and been the friend of 
these gay and good fellows, may exclaim with 
a triste souvenir : — 



a 



How many a lad I have loved is dead ! 

How many a lass grown old ! 

Whene'er this lesson strikes my head, 

My weary heart runs cold." 

Morris. 



The brave Admiral also has changed his resi- 
dence to follow his Sovereign to the Castle, and 



kil_ 
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his tongue, double-charged with its national ac- 
cent, and prone to jocularity, is no longer the 
mover of mirth within or without the Pavilion. 
And the one-armed hero, late of the Cara- 
bineers, after gathering laurels in India, struts 
no longer here— the follower alike of fame and 
of the fair, but bears his altered, yet soldier- 
like features and person in London's more 
pleasurable town. Sir Billy, Sir Billy, we 
could say a great deal about thee : thou wert a 
wild boy, but desert in arms. There was also a 
smiling red-faced individual, the bearer of a 
purse, bag, or ridicule, to the first and most 
finished gentleman in the universe, his Illustri- 
ous Patron : he, too, has passed the barrier of 
oblivion, and when that is the case, the shafts 
of satire cannot be directed by a brave or hu- 
mane hand : we would sooner say of an enemy, 
" Morta la bestia, morto il veneno," or of any 
other (and we had no ill-will to this man), 
" Nihil de mortuis nisi bonum." The poor Colonel 
was a civil obliging creature ; it is true that he 



198 THZ GUAM* 

did spring from a low origin, whence he rote to 
title, favour, and wealth* 'Tis said of him in 
a suppressed work full of trash, that — " In a 
small mud cabin, in which the occupation of 

the glazier never displayed itself 

dwelt a stout sturdy Irishman, of the 

name of ; this cabin was situate at 

Barntick, in the county of Clare 

The chapter concludes by telling 

us that this was the father of the defunct: but 
here let us cast a veil upon the past ; we all 
were dust. 

Our hero had none of these reminiscent 
oes; his age did not admit of them: so that, 
on meeting by accident an old college com- 
panion, he inquired who were there, and was 
informed by his friend, who was famous for 
giving nick names to every one, that. Bubble aad 
Squeak were there, the Rack-comb, Nox (mix) 
Vomica and Vapour bath, as also SeUma and 
Azor, or la Bdk et la Bite. Now the last but 
two speak for themselves : the rack-comb is a 
Peer, who, like this implement, is all back and 
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teeth : Bubble and Squeak are two well-known 
Cambrians : and la Belle et la Bite may be found 
in many families, but is designed for a very 
ugly, rich, monied man and bis wife, who, like 
the Peer's Consort, is a striking contrast of the 
extremes of Nature's different dealings with her 
favourite and other children. There was, more* 
over, Mi lord Y Grec 9 Lord Westernfield, and 
the convenient Parson. Mrs. Banco also looked 
in upon the good people, to show that she was 
all alive and kicking ; but she came down in 
a haze and went rtp in a storm. They say that 
great bodies move slowly, but here is a body 
who is here and there and everywhere through 
the night, im the morning in town and country ; 
and her little housekeeping Gentleman all in 
black and polished pumps, & la mode du 
dernier si&ck, is kept in pretty sharp exercise, 
if he has to follow the rapidity of his Patro- 
ness. Talking of the non intellect** senectus, 
the old gentleman is certainly treading fast 
upon the heels of Mrs. Banco, which per- 
haps may account for all this locomotion, 
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which may be partly intended to run away from 
hoary Time, and partly, no doubt, to convert 
the consols into reduced bank-stock, by bringing 
her corpulence down to par. But be that 88 it 
may, whether the Bearer of the Scythe and 
Hour-glass extend or contract her bulk, whether 
his unceremonious hand plant wrinkles* or 
dimples near her faded lip, it matters not a hair : 
she will always find plenty of persons who would 
like to enjoy a share of her omnium. 

" It seems but yesterday , n observed the Ox- 
onian, " that you were at Oriel and I was at 
Trinity ; when we belonged to the screw gang ; 
used to fly before the proctors, pro-proctors, 
and their bull-dogs in chase of us, down the 

* " It 's a coarse day, madam ; rough weather/* said 
a northern friend of her's. I wonder ye can set your 
face til it.'' " Faith/' replied a coxcomb passing by, 
" the day will have the worst of it, if she down-faces or 
out-Jaces it long." — As it was said of the late General 
Dixon when at Gibraltar, that the sun had made a 
desperate attack upon the inflammatory matter of his 
countenance, but that in a very short time the sun had 
the worst of it. 
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back slums; when I used to do a bit of wall 
after midnight, to get into college unperceived 
by my scout, and to keep out of the black- 
book ; and when your cap was found in a lamp 
that you had broken, but luckily had no name 
upon it ;— when we belonged to an eight-oared 
boat together, and bumped the Exeter; and 
when you sliiy kept six horses in different 
fellows 9 names, to attend all the hunts and 
private races ; and I used to pass half the nights 
in driving stage-coaches a certain distance up 
and down the road ;— and when I used to give 
suppers to my brethren of the whip, in order to 
keep them in good-humour, and to induce theni 
to impart their skill to me, which I flatter my- 
self I now possess to a great degree. I will put 
four horses together with any coachman in 
England, and drive them a stage in as scientific 
a style as any of them, making every horse do 
his work. I can also fan along a tandem, ay, 
or a random, with any fellow who ever sat upon 
a box." 
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" That I have no doubt of: but do you re- 
member the race between yourself and one of 
the proctor's followers, half down the High- 
street, when you turned down St. Mary-Hall- 
Lane, and doubled again down by Mertoo— 
and then, like a stag, made for the river ?" 

" To be sure I do, the old proctor crying 
out, 'SisteperJUUmP but faith! I knew better, 
and I soon put my pursuer out of wind. By 
Jupiter those were merry days enough; but I 
suppose you gay and polished Guardsmen are 
above all this?" 

" Not a bit ; I remember these things very 
well. It is true my pursuits have differed since, 
with a maturer age, but we have three or four 
in our regiment who were Oxford men. By the 
way, George, what profession do you mean to 
follow ? what are you to be ?" 

" A jolly parson, Herbert ; my uncle, Lord 
Oldfield, has a living in his gift." 

" A pretty parson you will make, upon my 
life ! And pray what has become of handsome 
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Frank Glanville, who was plucked when you 
got oyer your little-go V 

" Oh ! he was found too dull for the church 
or the bar, and so they have made a soldier of 
him." 

" Thank you, George; this is tit for tat. But 
I hope they have not put him into the Guards." 

" Certainly not, he is a heavy dragoon." 

" Brayo ! v 

There were private parties at this time at 
Brighton, but they were not of importance 
enough for our Guardsman. Fray who would 
visit people residing at a watering-place out of 
the season, from economy, or as valetudinarians ? 
A parcel of misses converted into Mrs. So-and- 
so, on account of Time's incontrovertible testi- 
monies of their age ; and dowager ladies — the 
relic , as well as relict 9 of some civic. knight or 
poor baronet, with small incomes and cormorant 
appetites and ambition ; haughty dames, fol- 
lowed by foot-boys, who devour at a neigh- 
bour's house, and starve at home, and whose 
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punished stomachs keep Lent all the year 
round, in order to give a let- off occasionally to 
their card-playing acquaintances, and who being 
able to stomach such mortification of the flesh 
themselves, have no bowels of compassion for 
the miserablet who have the misfortune to 
serve them ? Certainly no person of good taste. 
And of these materials was the then society of 
Brighton mostly formed ; added to your pro- 
fessional people there on a spec ; and to flying 
financiers going backwards and forwards for a 
mouthful of fresh air, and flattering themselves 
that they inhaled a grsnt of long life at every 
trip. Some of these gentry, on whom the " chilly 
foot of Age" has already trodden, will boastingly 
tell you that they have taken a new lease of 
their lives. Poor mortals ! who ought to recollect 
that we are all tenants at will ! 

It is not very long since Sir W. C, taking up 
a bumper of champagne with tremulous hand, 
replied, in answer to " Your health," — " Thank 
you kindly, I am quite charmingly now !— I am 
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quite charmingly y shaking off all my old 
complaints." But the unexpected answer was, 
"Oh, ho! then I M advise you to keep 
shaking." 

From such second-rate company oui Ex- 
quisite kept aloof. "Procul, 0, procul este 
profani F was his device ; he therefore turned 
to the resource of smoking with his old col- 
lege companion, from nine o'clock P. M. his 
present dinner hour, until one o'clock after 
midnight, when he praised early hours, and 
retired to his bed-room, to read a novel, or in- 
dite a tender epistle to Emma ;— sometimes, 
too, the lost Lydia would come across his 
brain, when nothing but brandy could save 
him from a sleepless night. To his mother 
he devoted the hours intervening betwi x t his 
exercise and dinner, which ordinarily were from 
five until nine ; and he began to consider that 
he was leading a very regular life. 

Three whole days, now had elapsed, (along 
time out of London in the gay season,) when 

VOL. II. h 
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he was obliged to return to town ; military duty 
made it necessary, and the state of his parent's 
health, although not very improving, was such 
as to leave a hope that the approach of warmer 
and more settled weather would bring strength 
with them; and that the melioration of her 
spirits, together with living by rule, might as- 
sist nature in her regenerative principle. But, 
unfortunately for the patient, a life by rule was 
si sad constraint to her; she could not exist out 
of the bustle of amusements :— in town it was a 
round of deceitful pleasure, and at Greenlaw 
Hall she made it, as much as she could, London 
adjourned. Nevertheless, she was nearly getting 
over her mortification at Lady Panamar's party, 
and had parted calmly with her spoilt child, 
when a second, heavier, and more severe mor- 
tification befel her, just as she was reading, 
with- much self-gratification, the following article # 
in the Morning .Fost : — 

" We learn with much satisfaction, that the 
air of Brighton has perfectly reinstated Lady 
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Gertrude Greenlaw's health, and her numerous 
friends are fondly and eagerly anticipating the , 
return of this hospitable and amiable lady, to 
recommence those enchanting entertainments, 
exhibited with so much taste and munificence at 
her splendid residence in town.' 9 

The appearance of her health being such an 
important object to church and state, to the 
community in general, and to the fashionable 
world in particular, raised her drooping heart : 
she called up a look, and never perceived in her 
mirror that years and pleasurable habits had 
both been warring against her, and that one' of 
these foes was enough to bring her to decay, — 
when another article struck bier eye, which 
overturned in a moment her dream of ambi- 
tion. — A soldier of fortune, one of those per- 
severing and intrepid mountaineers who so 
often promote the honour of our flag, had just 
returned from India, covered with glory, and 
nobly recompensed for a life spent in the field 
of valour, in all climates; and now that he was 

h 2 
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on his way to the Highlands, there to enjoy his 
otium cum dignitate, he had put in a claim, 
which came in his grandfathers right, to the 
dormant baronetcy, which had been so long the 
fondest hope of Lady Gertrude's ambition, and 
which she was persuaded went in the female line. 
But what was worst of all, the hardy veteran 
had got himself served heir, and had assumed 

the title with royal sanction and authority. 

What a blow ! 

" Farewell, a long farewell to all my greatness !", 
escaped the trembling lips of her Ladyship, 
and she fell back senseless upon her otto- 
man. Medical aid was called in, and she was 
recovered at the moment ; but she experienced 
a < complete relapse, and was again not only 
consigned to her chamber, but to her bed. 

A second misfortune had also befallen the fa- 
mily: an accidental quarrel with an attorney 
brought down a heavy calamity on the house of 
Greenlaw. Mr. Quitam bad repeatedly applied 
for permission to shoot upon one of the knight's 



i 
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manors: he obtained it; but always felt the 
attendance of the gamekeeper as a great annoy- 
ance, and by a silver ticket generally got rid of 
him. Another keeper, however, who was a 
rival and a spy upon his fellow-servant, used to 
watch the lawyer, and detected him in the pre- 
serve, shooting and bagging hen pheasants. 
Green-plush coat boldly stepped up to hito, and 
told him that he was abusing his master's good- 
nature, and wearing out a welcome ; and that - 
nobody but a poacher would do so unsports- 
manlike a thing. The enraged limb of the 
law, or of the other Evil Spirit, (we must not 
say which,) demurred, and told the faithful 
servant that he had as great a right to shoot 
there as his master ; that he had received per- 
mission, and should make the most of his time ; 
that possession was eleven points of the law. 
He snapped his fingers at the lord of the manor, 
and would let his man know that he was a land- 
holder himself, and had two little manors of his 
own within twenty miles of the place. 
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Quoth John, who was a wag and an ale* 
bibber, " I sees that you have too Utile manner* 
here, and that 's what I complains upon ; but 

if you shoots another hen pheasant, I'll be 

dkkyr 

« I will." 

" Then you 're no gentleman, and well see." 

Up rose a hen, flap, flap, flap, right perpen- 
dicularly, and then took her flight. Bang! 
Quitam let fly one of his barrels at her, and 
down she dropped. 

" You shan't pick 'n up," said the enraged 
keeper. 

" You lie," thundered out the attorney, lay- 
ing down his gun, and running to the spot. 

" Then lie yow there, and when yow gets up 
again," (knocking him down,) " 1 11 sarve yow 
out in good style." 

The lawyer got. up, and found that he was 
the worst man of the two; plush-coat could 
stand up to what he laid down, but Quitam 
was less upright. He cried murder, and a dense 
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huge forest echoed the nund ; he looked round 
for assistance, and found that green coat had 
petted, and that black coat mu ail holes and 



" I '11 work you at the quarter sessiows," 
swore he. 

" Yow Ye no witness,™ triumphantly replied 
the trusty keep or, who was truly game, 

" I '11 show my coat," angrily replied the 
attorney. 

" You may show what you please, but you 
shall not show your face here again. 1 11 swear 
that you were guilty of a trespass, and who 
the devil knows how you might have torn your 
old black coat getting over the fences ?" 

The lawyer did not like this, and went oif 
murmuring. He tried, in vain, to pick a hole 
in the game-cock's coat ; so he set about examin- 
ing the title-deeds of the estate, from a record 
which he got at by hook or by crook, and dis- 
covered a flaw : upon which he instituted a suit 
at the instance of a distant relation, and threw 
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the matter into Chancery. Here was a pretty 
second piece of news for her Ladyship, but her 
good husband kept the matter secret from her 
as long as he could, until it met her glance in 
the public prints, which could not be p re ve n te d 
from reaching her.— A third relapse. — She saw 
nothing but ruin before her, 

" What mighty contorts aping from tririal things!** 
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CHAPTER IX. 



RETURN. THE OPERA. SOME DIFFICULTIES. 



k 



Pleasures are few, still fewer we enjoy: 
Pleasure like quicksilver is bright and coy ; 
We strive to grasp it with our utmost skill, 
Still it eludes us, but it glitters still." 



After a great variety of delays, young 
Greenlaw started from Brighton at six in the 
evening, and arrived a little after twelve to 
dinner at his house in town : the Tiger was in 
attendance for him, and had all things comme il 
faut The son passed his father on the road, and 
exchanged friendly nods; but he was not at 
this time aware of the disasters of the family. 

h5 
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There were, however, a number of thing* which 
vexed him on his return : he had lost the long 
odds which the Tiger had advised him to lay at 
the Spring Meeting ; Mr. Spavin had omitted to 
make the hedge against his beaten horse ; his 
four-year old, got by Nimrod, fell lame, and 
could not run another match, which was pay 
or play. In fact he found himself sold, and his 
debts had by this time accumulated to an enor- 
mous amount, so that he had now raised every 
shilling which he could get by way of annuity 
on the entailed property. His servants had also 
run him deeply in debt ; and the French valet 
had now become so extravagant that it passed 
all bounds. Dejected and low-spirited, he had 
serious thoughts of reformation; but the Tiger 
urged him on, and got him accommodation bills, 
which kept him afloat: since his banker had 
long before this ceased to supply him without 
bis father's consent, and he had drained him so 
upon a variety of pretences, that he could not 
in decency apply again ; whilst his mother was 



too ill to attend to money matter*. At this 
juncture the Tiger very Ainexpectedly disap- 
peared for three weeks, after Which he returned ; 
but it was a long time before the enigma of his 
absence was solved. He pretended to be gone 
down to Lincolnshire ; but One of young 
Greenlaw's footmen met him twice after darfc 
opposite the Horse Guards, muffled up in a 
cloak. " It might be a mistake," said his 
friend ; and he consoled himself by club-dinners, 
the Opera, the French play, and the Fish- 
mongera'-hall; where the Tiger re-appeared one 
night, and swore that he had not been five mi- 
nutes in town. : Engagements, our hero had 
plenty of; and he belonged to so many clubs 
and societies, that he could not attend half of 
them, and at some he was scarcely known but 
by name : he had, nevertheless, the honour and 
gratification of paying his subscription to each of 
them, the amount of - which began to be both trou- 
blesome and inconvenient; whilst soine of them 
demanded the annual keeping up of such ex- 
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pense, that each singly required a. genteel in- 
come to defray its outgoings: for instance, 
the Jocky-club, the Yacht-club, the Hunt to 
which he belonged, the Four-Horse-club, the 
Savoir Vivrt* (of which a description will be 
given hereafter,) and the gaming clubs. As for 
'Brookes's, the Union, the University-club, and 
other half dozen fashionable points de ralliemetU 
at the west end of the town, they were moderate 
indeed, when compared to these destructive un- 
derminers of wealth. It was with his horses as 
with his property — three-fourths of them never 
were mounted but by his grooms or his ac- 
quaintances ; and of these he had not the direct 
command. Mr. Spavin could report a horse sick, 
lame, under physic, at grass, straw-yard, or ve- 
terinary surgeon's for the benefit of its health, 
in training, — without consulting u master ;" or 
at TattersaTs for sale without being warranted 
sound, on account of some vice, blemish, or de- 
fect, convenient to this stud-groom's dealing; 
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and if any difficulty arose about it, he would 
beg master's pardon a thousand times, but as- 
sure him that he had received his orders to act 
as he had done; which, doubtless, from the 
number of his engagements, he might have for- 
gotten : " Perhaps I may," always settled the 
matter:— but the money expended upon the 
cavalry establishment ten times exceeded what 
it ought to have required.* Of carriages the 
number was not so extensive nor superfluous ; 
he did not, like a certain blank-countenanced 
Lord, keep a se£ of yellow chariots and other 
vehicles, for Faphian nymphs of all countries ; 

* We remember a certain Irish Lord, who died from 
an accident, having sixty horses, four country-houses, 
servants and carriages in proportion. Riding with him 
one day on the Houhslow road, he met a groom in a 
stable jacket, riding an entire horse; "Whose horse 
is that ?" cried he. — " Yours, my Lord." — " And do you 
belong to me too?"— "I should think so." — "Very 
well, take care of the horse." Thus do the extrava- 
gant young men of the day often not know the horses 
and servants the expense of which is so great. 
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itor was his own carriage, like that of the poet 
run wild, considered as the stage coach or mail 
for frail sisters, known by head-mark: yet, 
however, he had twice as many voitures as he 
stood in need of, the utility of which the Tiger 
well knew for the benefit of self and friends. 

It is much to be lamented, that many young 
men, independent of die ruin of the gaming- 
table, which may do its work in a few days, are 
quite blind to the ramifications of ruinous ha- 
bits: which, like a cancer, represent at first but 
a small, although rotten surface, but which 
branch out and become resoiirceless, incurable, 
and past all hope. There are scores of young 
men of fashion, in the last half-century, who, 
with ten, nay twenty thousand per annum, have 
been brought to poverty, prison, and disgrace, 
from never calculating the destruction of the 
uncontrolled table, cellar, stable expenses, ser- 
vants' hall, tradesmen's tricks, and the com- 
bined multiplication table composed by the 
joint operations of upper servants and those who 
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furnish the luxuries of a great establishment ; 
and which multiplication table derives great 
strength, " et vires acquirit eundo" from long 
credit and unexamined bills. What is ten thou- 
sand Jper annum, if the expenditure amount only 
to a fourth more? That fourth doubles by impo- 
sition in a twelvemonth ;' and perhaps thirteen 
or sixteen per cent, is required to meet the 
demand by raising the money by annuity ; and 
if per bill, buying and selling, or other stra- 
tagem, the spendthrift may lay his account to 
cent, per cent. Then again, it is possible that a 
half stupid, half positive, and tenacious prodigal, 
may dispute debts, go to law upon claims, wait 
and try to get money on reasonable terms : the 
law will then do as much against his woods and 
acres, his houses or copyhold property, as the 
usurer would ; and the delay in procuring the 
means of liquidating his debts, must eventually 
throw him into the moneylender's hands, if not 
into those of the two brothers-in-law. Then again, 
(as was young Greenlaw's case,) some of these 
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ten or twenty thousand per annum Exquisites, 
are only expectants, and a property thus si- 
tuated, upon which money is raised by annuity 
or post obit, (the last shift,) is but a breakfast 
for the rooks and sharks who lay in wait for it. 
And lastly, how many rich country gentlemen, 
and (more commonly) heirs of misers, nabobs, 
or successful traders, see themselves possessed 
of a hundred thousand pounds in hard cash, or 
five thousand per annum, when straight they 
imitate and try to follow, pari passu, noblemen 
with the fee-simple of all their property an- 
nually ; and will lose in a night the amount of 
three or four years of their income, merely for 
the honour of keeping high company : — which 
may be done without these sacrifices, when 
high-breeding, education, talent, opportunity, 
and good appearance of dress and address, fit 
them for such society ; where a superior man 
will always be deemed as an acquisition, and if 
not too ambitious, proud, and forgetful of what 
is due to rank, may even take a lead. But we 
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must not lecture farther, lest our fashionable 
reader should be offended with, or tired of us. 

After a sick head-ache, got by staying late at 
Crackpurse's, and indulging in too much cham- 
pagne, added to the stirring up of the bile at 
losing some inconvenient hundreds, our Guards* 
man dined at Long's, and proceeded to the 
Opera. His arrival reanimated the spirits of 
some fair ones, who had cast their net for him, 
and wio, since the departure of Lady Lydia, 
had entertained hopes of being able to captivate 
him. The dormant Baronetcy was une affaire de 
famille 9 and the law-suit was little known, and 
if it had, it only touched one estate ; his debts 
they had not calculated, and the pleasure arising 
from taking such a beau from a rival, was 
of the highest gratification. There was a Lady 
Grace, whose prenom was nominal, and a Lady 
Susan, no way descended from the Scriptural 
beauty of that name, a Lady Honor, (preserve 
her, say we) and a Lady Sophia, who had far 
more wit than wisdom ; a Miss Barbara, a bar- 



162 THJE GUARDS. 

baitous heart-stealer, and a Bella, korrida bell* ! 
who, although strongly pitted with the sulall- 
pox, flattered herself that the Guardsman 
showed a marked preference for her person, 
talents, and conversation. All these exhibited 
demonstrations of joy at his entering Fop's 
Alley, glancing round the lower tier of boxes, 
bringing the upper ones within the range of his 
glass, then smiling at one Bight Honourable, 
nodding at another, ogling a third, and staring 
at a fourth, a novice lately brought out, a new 
face, et voila I tout. 

At this moment opera glasses, sparkling eyes, 
taper fingers traversing enchanting foreheads 
where the pearl and diamond were less fair and 
bright than the eye and the upper part of the ani- 
mated picture, fan-twinkling, the gentle bend of 
acknowledgment, and gracious smile of recog- 
nition, were all held out as lures to move the 
swain. See him now quit the pit ; seize one 
little hand, condescendingly dropped in token 
of kindness ; return the courteous inclination of 
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another ; lisp " Good night, my lord," to one 
obstructing passenger; " How are you F* to a 
brother brigader; pass an unkbown pit-goer 
superciliously ; and finally arrive at another stay. 
u Glad to see you; how well yott look! sorry to 
perceive Lady Gertrude's box id vacant ; hope 
she *s better ; how long have you been in town? 
You Ve just missed a divine duet. Have you 
seen the new ballet? Shall you be at Lady 
Labradore's second party to-night ? Oh ! pray 
do come." All these, with many more 

" Generous questions which no answer wait/' 

met him at a dozen box-doors. He popped 
in his head at most of them, lolled on the back 
of the seat, or obstructed the entry (this is 
very much comme il faUi) 9 — but where should 
be go in and stand a minute ? or where (which 
was far more obliging) sit down for successive 
minutes, and deal out agreeable" small talk, 
until a cadenza, or brilliant passage in a song, 
made it ban ga&t to seem attentive ; and excited 
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those who wished to pass for amateurs of the 
first class, to tap the fan inaudibly on the glove, 
or to look languishing, whilst " Charming* 
charming S" might be uttered in so low a tone 
as not to offend ears polite; and yet by the 
gentle aperture of ruby lips, and the half- 
dosed uplifted eye of admiration, to inform all 
around that the lady had a soul to feel, and 
(another very interesting truth) that she pos- 
sessed fine arched eyebrows and a beautiful 
set of teeth. After balancing awhile betwixt 
a brunt and a blonde, and humming, as he 
paced along the passage to her box, 

" Entre les deux mon cosur balance, 
Mais il ne balance pas ;" 

he gave the preference to glaucopis Athene, and 
sat by the side of her four minutes and sixteen 
seconds, which, for a voltigeur in Fashion's corps, 
is a long period. Whilst he remained there, 
the black-eyed Elegante made signal of invita- 
tion to come over, as if she had something to 
say; and our accomplished cavalier, accustomed 
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to these manoeuvres, looked at his watch with 
eyes which might say " Dear me ! (a very true 
oath, or ejaculation, for our affected youth of 
both sexes) Dear me I can it be so late ?" Then, 
collecting together a few pretty compliments, 
he withdrew, and straight appeared on the other 
side of the House. Here was an acquisition of 
strength ! a triumph over the quality benches ! 
It was as important to female policy, as the 
ratting of a member is to the opposite party 
from that which he has just left, in the house 
of national representation. When a knot of 
Guardsmen and other elegants of title, fortune, 
or fashion, congregate in a gregarious* manner 
round the shrine of beauty, and stronger at- 
traction, chemically or comically, draws a por- 
tion therefrom, to combine with other more pow- 
erful fashionable matter, Beauty the first finds 
herself in the minority, and Favourite the second, 
by commanding a majority, carries her mea- 
sure and obtains her point. " Ha ! ha ! he is 
come over to our party," is no uncommon ob- 
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servation on these occasions. Nor does it un- 
frequently occur, that the too ambitious member 
of Fashion's parliament gets passed in the com- 
mons, but finds his motion lost in the upper 
house. Young Greenlaw did not pass obser- 
vation free ; for when blue-eyed Venus espied 
her swain foUt ring it with bull-eyed Juno, she 
shook her head ; there might be little in that, 
but she lookep! grave, and this is a tacit vote 
of censure. 

Upon the momentous subject of looking at 
watches, beaux ought to be aware that detec- 
tion generally follows the blind. What will a 
deserted amazon, or a beauty in ber carriage, 
say, when my Lord or the Colonel gallops off, 
motived on the race of time, of which his 
watch has just informed him, when she detects 
him riding leisurely up and down with half a 
score of mounted nobility and gentry; and 
either philandering by the side of a favourite, 
or venturing in among a most imposing cohort 
of the S n lordly breed, mustered in battle 
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array, ready to charge a single horseman and 
defeat him at odds ? Why, they would doubt 
his veracity, and not give him credit for hay- 
ing had recourse to so bad a get off. 

From the boxes he proceeded behind the 
scenes. Hetie he met Count San Florenzo, and 
other directorial 'great people — here he rubbed 
sleeves with virtuosi, and spoke Italian with 
performers— 'here his complimenti and tenere 
parole besieged female ears, and the snuff-box 
travelled round the circle of cou/ttte-frequent- 
ing fashionables — here he observed sparkling 
eyes peep through the fissure in the curtain, to 
meet other eyes in the theatre ; and more inter- 
estedy but less interesting looks (although there 
might be a mixture of both in die former) 
were examining what sort of a house there was; 
Some vacant boxes were alluded to, when the 
reason assigned was attributed, mem. con. 9 to 
the mammas (renters of said boxes) having mar- 
lied off their daughters, and having no farther 
occasion for them. These boxes put one a 



168 THE GUAEDS. 

little in mind of the show-rooms in a magaxin 
de mode! The proprietor is happy, proud, and 
anxious to show her -stock on hand. These va- 
luable materials are dressed out to the best ad- 
vantage ; but when they are disposed of (we 
will not presume to say to the best bidder) the 
local is of no farther use, and they are glad to 
get off the tenement to one, or to joint pro- 
prietors for alternate nights, or any how, so as 
they get rid of the concern. Such boxes are 
worthy of a young beginner's notice, for they 
are always situated in the best places to see 
and be seen ; whereas, your real lovers of music 
only think of where they can hear best, and be 
seen least ; and there are other lovers to whom 
the same properties are quite equally, accept- 
able. The old-established family-boxes are 
like the hStels of la noblesse, stable, permanent, 
and sometimes affairs of succession ; and they 
are as well recognised as the arms and livery, 
coronets and etcetera, of the occupiers. A 
divided feeling possesses the mind of those who 
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thus look on our British nobility: first, the 
remembrance of what has first ennobled their 
ancestors, which creates respect — and second- 
ly, how well or how ill these established Opera 
frequenters, whose names and persons lend 
honour and lustre to the place, have with- 
stood the shock of years, and the hard cam- 
pagnes of succeeding winters in London. But 
the ballet is ended, and the curtain dropped. 

" Bon repos, mes chers lecteurs/' 

for the present ; Imt we have not done with 
the subject of the Opera yet. 



-i 
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CHAPTER X. 



THE OPERA, — IN CONTINUATION. 



" With wanton heed and giddy cunning, 
The melting voice through mazes running/' 

Milton. 



" By turns they felt the glowing mind 
Disturb'd, delighted, raised, refined." 

Collins. 

The Opera being not only an amusement of 
the very first order, but at the same time the 
magnet of fashion, and the point de ralliement 
for the highest ranks, it was impossible to do 
justice to it in one Chapter, and we have thus 
divided it into two, in order, after detailing 
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occurrences there connected with the dramatis 
persona of our work, we might say some- 
thing of the intrigues, emulations, menies, and 
manoeuvres of the theatre, and of its numerous 
and elegant frequenters. 

To have a box at the Opera is a sine qua non, 
if a family would appear with &lat during the 
courtly season in town ; it is a matter almost of 
course to nobility and high rank, domestic and 
foreign ; it is an affair of necessity to ladies 
who have their daughters to marry off; and an 
article of bon gout to those who wish to be in 
the highest circle, to link themselves on to 
Fashion's chain, and to appear to be in the beau 
monde. This is the first consideration; the 
second is, how to compass the cash : riches will 
always do it ; and where an aspirant for a leaf 
of Fashion's wreath has just come of age, with 
ready money or scores of acres at command* 
the thing is easily effected, because he may ruin 
himself as soon as he pleases, and a few hun- 
dreds spent on the Opera are but trifling, and 

18 
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make a better return than placing his money in 
aoy other way,*— since his being seen tber* it 
the first step up Fashion's ladder; his baring a 
box is a higher degree; and his getting familiar 
with the persons of the great sets him on still 
a higher footing, and may lead to making him 
acquainted with some of them, which is a rapid 
ascent to ambition. Nothing is more -common 
than for young men of good appearance and 
extravagant establishments, although what the 
bori ton of Paris would call gent de rien, getting 

• The Pea-green ephemeral, of whom we have spoken 
perhaps too often— merely on account-of his so constantly 
forcing himself into public notice — well aware of this, 
took not one, but two boxes at the Opera : one for 
mamma, father-in-law (the carta peoera of his family), 
aiaters and all, the other for I by itself I— singular J— 
but who could not appear without many consonants to 
give force- aid effect to it. This was better manage- 
ment than that of a fallen Elegant, who used to say in 
the Acre to his coach-maker, " You must make me a 
few carriages for the spring ;" or T. F. H., Esq., now 
separated from his pretty little wife, who, on coming of 
age, gave his horse-dealer an order for ten grey horses 
to match, and as many more of all colours, or any colour, 
for riding, fctmtingv &c* 
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edged into notoriety and good company, from 
some one^s taking notice of them on account of 
their being Opewu-box-renters, which brings 
them into observation; or being seen walking 
arm inarm with an officer on Guard. The odds 
are nearly ten to one in favour of the novice 
from the former circumstance ; the latter stamps 
him as ajeuue hojyime cemnte ilfauU The long<- 
pocketed citizen, too full of ambition and coin, 
with carriages nearly as tawdry as those which 
serve for the national pageant of the mayoralty, 
either as chief magistrate of the city or sheriff, 
and with wives and daughters most prodigiously 
fine,* are sure to obtain this desideratum of an 
Qpera-box, because they will give twice as 
much for it as any bne else, money being no 
object ; but they are not so sure of getting into 
fashion. Not all the efforts of trade and com* 



* A woman of rank er known fashion may wear afcy 
thing, whilst the commercial and monied interest must 
have the rich, rare, solid, and* costly. The former very 
often wear false jewels and petit or ; the latter never. 
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merce, —not even the estimable and respectable 
merchant, whose vessels are almost like a fleet, 
whose white sails are seen waving o'er the deep 
in every quarter of the globe, and whose wealthy 
produce is almost incalculable — can compass that 
end : no ! nor can the rich productions of Gol- 
conda, Potosi, and Peru, command that fickle, 
light, airy, and inconstant goddess, Fashion, 
whose touch is slippery, whose tenure and pos- 
session are most uncertain, and whose tyrannic 
sway is fatal to many. 

The banking and commercial aspirants to a 
place amongst the great, as well as the ready- 
money youth, full of ambition and. emulative 
pride, are therefore sure of a box at the Opera, 
as long as there is a single one vacant ; whilst 
the established nobleste hold a seat in this 
house almost on the same privilege as the Peer 
does his in the great senatorial theatre, by 
birthright and usage, — but even this class is 
sometimes represented by proxy ; and there is 
a much more numerous class than either of 
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those already mentioned, which take a great 
deal of trouble, scheming, financiering, and shift- 
making, to hold their places as subscribers- 
some on account of their limited means, and 
others on account of the stubborn struggle 
in their bosoms, which pride and ambition, 
interest and narrowness of mind incessantly 
raise : — so that there is not a cabinet in 
Europe in which there are more emulations, 
strifes, action and re-action, cabals, intriguing, 
and finessing, than in this focus of fashion, 
which, like an imperium in imperio, has govern- 
ment and under executive, plot and counter* 
plot, secret and select committees, administra- 
tion within administration, home and foreign 
departments, exchequer, chancery, and wheel 
within wheel, from the struggle for boxes, 
down to the rivalry behind the scenes for pre- 
cedence, consequence, character, &c. : one fair 
dame, whose many charms have elevated her to 
such celebrity that she will not dress without 
eight wax-lights, to enable her to admire her 
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reflected self with more magnificence, and 
whose maids of boopur (or honorary maids) 
resemble m number and ceremonial those of 
the great Marie Louise; and another, who 
addresses her stoic-paper to the public, with an 
txp*tf of the conduct of the administration, with 
as much solemnity as if it had been issued by 
the Holy Aljiance, or as if she considered that 
the eyes of Europe were upon her ; and lastly, 
one of the neutral powers, who, for a season, 
appeared in print like a potentate at issue with 
his revolted people, who w^re none other than 
the female forces of the Chorus. But whilst all 
this goes on behind the scenes, and in the war of 
words and paper-bullets titled and other lady* 
managers (not of the theatre, but of their own 
dignity and finances) keep up a great scene of 
agitation and negotiation concerning places, 
boxes, subscriptions, money-making, and making 
their own money go as far as it can, (which Mr. 
Ebers could fully corroborate, if examined 
before a Star Chamber, or Operatical Inquisi-, 
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tion,) here is one female Ministre de Finance, 
who contrives to get her seat gratis all the sea- 
son, by a thirty-pound tax levied on a number 
of young men sharers, and who seldom or ever 
encumber the box, but flutter about in the pit, 
hang on at lady-subscriber's boxes, get in with 
some of their friends in Chalk. Farm^ and vapour 
out the rest of the night behind the scenes or in 
the CrowA-roowi. We know a certain veteran 
Miss who is most successful in this traffic. 
Others there are in great number, who content 
themselves with the fag-end of the season, or 
with a few intermediate nights, so judiciously 
alternated as to make it appear as if they were 
almost always there, and as if occasionally they 
lent their box (pas si b&te,~±lend, indeed!—- 
what ! an opera box ! which is a little annuity 
to some)— whilst at the same time they get their 
amusements, public appearance, and fashion- 
able notoriety for little or nothing. Others, 
again, make a little bit of money by box-jobbing, 

m 

a more certain, although more limited, trade 

i 5 
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than stockjobbing. The last dabblers in opera* 
jobs are dear anxious mammas, with sweet, 
amiable daughters, lovely, but light in purse ; 
and these are necessitated to resort to stratagems 
and to condescend to ask favours, in order to 
locate the marriageable and fair hymeneal can- 
didates in a proper light, to be seen, to be 
admired, and to be courted. One maternal 
minister of the Aomi-department had really 
Graces to dispose of, and she did so with suc- 
cess: they have our warmest wishes for hap- 
piness: a fair creature, who is a fortune in 
herself, has a right to expect to improve her 
fortune ; and such were they. The gradut (not 
ad Parnassian, but) to mount into notice, for 
ladies thus situated, is that amenity which 
nothing can resist, and that moderation which 
allows them to put up with inconvenience, an 
indifferent place, and a scanty portion at 
Fashion's banquet. These objects may be 
obtained by an elegant woman applying for a 
slice of an opera-box towards the end of the 
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performance, or to be sent for and put up with 
at the last moment, when boxes would no longer 
let; Mr. Ebers and agents must not be too 
hard ; and after a little treaty a cheap bargain 
may be made, and Mesdemoiselles, all smiles 
and good looks, are found smiling and bloom- 
ing by the side of all the fashionables in the 
Crush-room: which answers every purpose re- 
quired. All this is innocent campaigning it. 
But we cannot contemplate without some degree 
of contempt, certain fibbing ladies, who draw a 
resource from box and ticket trade, and who, 
to clench the hardest bargain possible, in order 
to have a reserve, consider that the adherence 
to truth is not necessary in their forme de 
projet ; nor are .aware that there is the slightest 
meanness in this petty and petticoat commerce. 
These ways and means visitors of the King's 
Theatre form a great contrast with the ladies 
of the East, and their rich and portly spouses : 
the latter, worthy men ! care not what it costs 
them to bring their wives and daughters in 



^^ 
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amongst Im haute noblcmc aad the leaders of 
Fashion's corps: nor is amusement a part of 
their calculation ; they know as much of music 
as a dolphin does about dancing a minuet, and 
understand as much of Italian as an oyster don 
of Cocker's Arithmetic* But in regard to under- 
standing, they are not alone in this ; for there 
is a legion of dandies and young exquisites, 
pleasurable and sporting youths, military and 
civil, who dash up from Hounslow, Windsor, 
Epsom, Newmarket, and from the two Univer- 
sities, just for a peep at the opera, for a mouth- 
ful of haut ton, aad an opera air, or rather airs: 
for although they may perhaps have ears for 
music, and may speak a little Italian, they are 
wilfully deaf both to the one and the other, and 
merely come there to see and be seen. And, not 
content with this, they seem quite indifferent as 
to the convenience of others, placing themselves 
in groups of three and four under the lower tier 
of boxes, and talking so continuously as to 
annoy their neighbours prodigiously. We 
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race remember bearing the whole particulars of 
a neck and neck *aee from some of these general 
disturbers ; and at another time witnessed the 
transactions of a hunt in the same way : the 

» 

former blade winning his match under a 
Countess's box, and the latter killing a fox at 
the corner of Fop's Alley. 

The rage for double-boxes is very great, and 
they pay enormously ; the price, however, some- 
times resembles a sporting fund, being a com* 
ptefce handicap. The visits of the University 
dashers are often attended with trouble and ex- ' 
pen&fe; nay, sometimes with risk: as a youth 
who bowls up to town in a chaise and four^ 
primes himself with champagne to make him 
opera pitch, and travels back the same way, it* 
order not to be missed in his college,— sacrifices 
rest and coin, and may be betrayed by his scout 
at Oxford, or his jip at Cambridge, and be sub* 
ject to rustication, fine, or being put back in 
Us degree, in -addition to the danger of offend- 
ing a Bevere father or a rich uncle. One youth 
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not very long ago met bis cher phrt at the 
Opera, face to face; but bad the front and 
hardihood to down/ace his sire, that he knew 
nothing about him, and to assure him that he 
was under a gross mistake. The father started 
after the opera in a chaise and pair ; but the 
son put himself in motion immediately after the 
scene, with four posters and post boys, plied 
with money and liquor, so that his servants saw 
him in bed on opening his rooms, (of which 
there are always double keys,) and papa found 
him actually in chapel at morning prayers, with 
a dozen vouchers for his never having quitted 
college. 

Thus much being said of the high scenes and 
high company of the Opera-house, a few words 
may be added respecting the highest station, 
but most mixed and least noble assemblage at 
the Theatre ; namely, the gallery, from whence 
foreigners of all nations behold the west end 
quality, as if through a microscope, or rather 
as if they were placed upon a tower or church- 
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steeple, looking down upon the busy stir of 
fashion. Great as the beau monde is below, it 
seems little in the eyes of these contemplators ; 
but this is merely according to the order of 
things, distance always diminishing the objects 
before us. It is only when the great ones of the 
land lose in magnitude and consideration on our 
nearer approach, and when the lengthened 
shadow becomes nothing on closer examination 
of the eye, either of the mind or b?dy, dimi- 
nishing gradually, as it is a more proximate ob- 
ject of contemplation, that the case changes: 
then it is that both the order of nature and the 
orders of titled society are debased and de* 
placees. It must not, however, be supposed, 
that la galerie is quite void of attraction or a 
transient ray of fashion ; foreign professional 
ladies— pretty brunettes of the middle rank — 
foreigners, male and female, who steer their bark 
through the amusements of London, piloted by 
economy, are here to be found, as well as cha- 
racters incog, and persons in extreme deshabille : 



■^^ 
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and these tractors draw a few straggling tarda* 
wandering husbands, straying senators, old ama- 
teurs of foreign produce, and restless dandies, 
up to this close and dark abode, to chat a 
few minutes, to see what is going on upstairs, 
and to make appointments for what regards not 
the writer of these pages. This high story/ 
however, is highly inconvenient for both sight 
and hearing, to such as like to bear sounds in 
their greatest integrity and perfection, and who, 
being familiar with the Italian language, admire 
the correct and clear accentuation of words both 
in song and rccitativo ; which in all languages, 
and in all compositions, sung or said, in prose or 
verse, must, in our humble opinion, be an ad- 
vantage. It is painful to behold a great beauty, 

4 The rows of quality and fashion go diminuendo as 
the eye of attici descends, the pit and stage appear 
childish ; it is as terrible to these great people losing 
weight, as was the ideal precipice of Lear, where 

" The rocks and crows that wing the midway air, 
Seem scarce as gross as beetles.' 9 



a whala-leogtbrpicture figure* dwindle into a 
miniature or an etching, or to lose the decidual 
of a note in harmony : however, both are not 
so muGh amiss for the price. 

We now conclude by fancying ourselves at 
Mr. Ebers's side, whilst he is observing how his 
boxes are filled : we are taking a birdVeye view 
of this enchanting living and lively panorama s 
we have our glass up, and it meets blight gems, 
bright titles, and brighter eyes, the fair and 
the brave,, the frail and fallen — for stars fall 
like other things, and the most exquisitely de* 
lieate porcelain is most fragile and subject to 
flaw, and we are all earthenware.: however 
gilded on the outside, however polished and 
glittering die surface, let the pattern and design 
be ever so rich, still the materials are the same : 
china may break, and so may a bank ; accidents 
will happen not only in the best-regulated 
families, but in the best-organized firms : what 
is so firm and stable as to defy the hand of Time, 
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or the agency of accident ? But we solemnly 
promise our much respected Lady-readers, not 
to say one word abtftt the gay females of the 
Cytherean court; and equally bind ourselves, 
both by bond and judgment, to our mercantile 
perusers, not to utter a sentence on the pressure 
of the times, the falling off of the Opera-going 
citizens, the coming down from a box to half 
a box, and being at last in the wrong box. 
Our survey of the tiers of elegance shall be short 
and harmless ; not an empty, strange, and timid 
look of a comer from the country shall have 
less art, design, or malice in it, than ours. 
A lions — here we go — the glass is up. 

Whom have we here ? — My Lady ? 

No, she is gone to the Continent ! — Lord — ? 
No. — Sir Nemo Nihil? No. — Mrs. Magnet? 
No, she is gone out of fashion.-— The Duke of 
— ? No. Vacant! vacant! vacant! all 
are vacant! — their boxes, we mean. But ha, 
whom have we here? The Thane (not of 
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Cawdor), so judiciously placed as not to' miss 
a single caper in the ballet; so near the per- 
formers as to be almost identified with the 
stage, and obliquely opposite one who still 
keeps up the ball, and whose marriage the Thane 
took almost a fatherly interest in. — Well, next 
to him the banking interest — Mrs. Banco : well, 
and a very good woman too ; without the bank 
the peerage would be in a scrape, many thereof 
Would not have any objection to belong to the 
firm.— Here we have Majesty, the object of our 
love and duty ; and next to it an aching void for 
departed greatness. Marchionesses and Coun- 
tesses all in a row : one Countess doubled up, as 

we say in barracks, with a Miss L , and 

that Countess of ministerial title : her neighbour 

the Countess of C , a beautiful creature, 

but alas ! not growing young : by the side of 

Lady S , we find ladies with banking and 

loan names; an Earl, commoners, commoners, 
and then Mrs. General Discourse— Ye powers ! 
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wing is to the lily's flower, tt is easy to divine 
the name, and we may add, that those who have 
it are divinely fair ;— btft those who prefer aa 
attractive charming brunette to an enchanting 
blonde must look into Mrs, RenftnPs box : it is 
not very far off, for H is a long Lane that is 
without a turning. 

Amongst the ministerial Ekgante^ we have 
yet to name Mrs. Classic, the lady of the Right 
Honourable George Classic, of elegant, eloquent, 
talented, and classical fame : nor can we pass 
over her who, is esteemed and admired by aH 
vho know her, the • Countess of Ab— ne. Ha ! 

now we have got into trade again,— -G *s 

Entire, not a simple knight, but a knight of 
Malt'. Is it the music that he admires ; or the 
%wng in the ballet? this is more in his way. 
—And pray what does Jack Buller come for ? 
Honest Jack, who often kept the House of Com- 
mons in a roar with his upright and downright 
spee^Aes—JoUy Jack, who does not dislike the 
juice of the grape-And true-hearted Jack, 
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V 

next, and a once lovely Marchioness, a splendid 
sun-set picture; to which is added female diplo- 
macy in its most agreeable shape, her Highness 
so justly celebrated as a dancer and in the 
weighty cabinet of -Almack's; — more quality — 
royal blood— the Honourable Miss U. ma foi, 
on ni voH qu'etie : the Honourable Mrs. A. E. 9 
a jewel of the first water : and titles all the way 
round. The eye grows dizzy with the blaze of 
beauty.— Look toother side, a Countess, a Duke, 
Prince Money-love, Duchesses, Marchionesses, 
and Right Honoartfbles, all the way on to the 
Countess San Florenzo, on whom good music 
is not lost, for she is one of our very best judges. 
—Second tier above the King's side, nothing to 
remark until a Grace above a Grace, the Duke 
of G. Now again, Les Finances, in their barings 
and distances ; and nearly central on this tier, 
a vacuum, where the Pea-green thing once 
flourished, and who, when he was there in all 
his 'glory, made a plenum vacuum, and since 
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how well the organ of speech is hung with this 
lady ! is it the tongue of a bell ? non, Us $o*t 
passees ces jours de fete, but Miss is accom- 
plished. Let us look on the other side : Vis- 
count L , bon ; the Golden Ball ; a Marquis 

who has long since parted with his rib ; now 
ladies, nearly a dozen, until we come to Mr. 
Ebers; hard by whom one lady, the consort of a 
certain Lord in the admiralty-department ; Lady 

F. VV. W , the Right Honourable spouse of 

a very simple knight and an X M. P. This 
lady should support the Opera, for she gained 
a fine fortune, per legacy, from being admired 
there by one who was contented to look and 
sigh — look and sigh, look and sigh, nay, and 
sigh again, and that was all. 

We now point our glass up at the next tier, 
on the royal side, a Marchioness; a Baronet ; a 
Duke right over Mrs. Banco, not however to 
overlook her, he holds that lady m too high 
consideration for that ;— commoners wives come 
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y 
next, and a once lovely Marchioness, a splen&d 

sim-set picture; to which is added female diplo- 
macy in its most agreeable shape, her Highness 
so justly celebrated as a dancer and in the 
weighty cabinet of Almack's; — more quality — 
royal Wood— the Honourable Miss U. ma foi> 
&n ni voU qu'elk : the Honourable Mrs. A. E., 
a jewel of the first water : and titles all the way 
round. Tfce eye grows dizzy with the blaze of 
beauty.— Look t^dther side, a Countess, a Duke, 
Prince Money-love, Duchesses, Marchionesses, 
and Right Honoara'bles, all the way on to the 
Countess San Florenzo, on whom good music 
is not lost, for she is one of our very best judges. 
-—Second tier above the King's side, nothing to 
remark until a Grace above a Grace, the Duke 
of G. Now again, Les Finances, in their barings 
and distances ; and nearly central on this tier, 
a vacuum, where the Pea-green thing once 
flourished, and who, when he was there in all 
his glory, made a plenum vacuum, and since 
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knows very well the meaning of minus plus — so 
much for mathematics. Ladies and Countesses, 
—ha! but who comes here, in a few boxes from 
the stage ? one who travelled from Uxbridge to 
the north of Scotland very speedily : she is one of 
the Graces, and we remember seeing an account 
of her, written by a certain Duke's sister to a 
certain Comte de C ■, the brother of a 
French Duke, and being himself a cordon bleu- 
Such was the picture, " Elle estjolie commc 
tin caur f aimante comme unc lourterelle, douce 
commc un agncau, et paisible comme le som- 
mei/;" a very desirable matrimonial portrait. 
She is here surrounded by sweet young ladies of 
the family. — Above her, on the right hand, 
nothing very striking until we come to the 
Misses Fitz- William Henry, amiable and at- 
tractive young women ; an expression in their 
countenance of the Comic Muse, which also 
lights up that of their brother's, and which, 
'added to features truly distinguies, has a very 
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pleasing effect Their illustrious father may 
have the satisfaction to boast, that bis sons are 
gallant, and his daughters fair. 

In the pit-box No. 11, we have a massy fi- 
gure, whom once we beheld quaffing claret at 
an open window in a certain sea-coast town 
of France, whilst a score of dirty boys were 
quizzing Jack Boast Beef — It gros patapauf: 
never was John Bull better represented. Lady 
O. and daughters are not far from hence; nor 
a Knight who knew how to gain a Baroness in 
spite of her teeth— articles which had long en- 
grossed his care and skill: nor can we poise 
our glass without bestowing a portion of ad- 
miration on the handsome Misses W — 1— r; 
nor without lauding the elegant Lady Ga— d— r. 

In a ground-tier box, we had almost forgot- 
ten some of the fairest creatures that the po- 
lished hand of Nature ever modelled in her most 
perfect cast, and whose name is a great contrast 
to their complexion, as much so as the raven's 
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wing is to the lily's flower. It is easy to divine 
the name, and we may add, that those who hare 
it are divinely fair ;— but those who p r efer aa 
attractive charming brunette to an enchanting 
blonde roust look into Mrs. Renard's box : it is 
not very far off, for H is a long Lane that is 
without a turning. 

Amongst tha ministerial Ekgantes y we have 
yet to name Mrs. Classic, the lady of the Right 
Honourable George Classics of elegant, eloquent, 
talented, and classical fame : nor can we pass 
over her who is esteemed and admired by aH 
who know her, the • Countess of Ab— ne. Ha ! 
now we have got into trade again, — G — — *s 
Entire, not a simple knight, but a knight of 
Matt. Is it the music that he admires ; or the 
Aop-ing in the ballet P this is more in his way. 
—And pray what does Jack Buller come for ? 
Honest Jack, who often kept the House of Com- 
mons in a roar with his upright and downright 
speeche»*~Jolly Jack, who does not dislike the 
juice of the grape — And true-hearted Jack, 
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who does not care a cU— for nohody I (to use 
'his own style.) Why Jack, the blunt and sim- 
ple in speech, comes to see the pretty girls, for 
John is an amateur as well as his neighbours* <-- 
Apropos, here are Lard and Lady Dunderton, 
of sporting celebrity. 

And with these we will close the survey* sot 
omitting Mrs. O. H., who jrasides .in .a house all 
covered with laburnums and passbn-floweus 
of most nival appearance, not >a hundred jniles 
tfrom the garden of the New Palace greeting 
for the King-r*God bless him! Mrs. O. has 
always been a fashionable amongst fashionables, 
and is one of the steady supporters of the Opera 
house ; not one of your hie *t ubique twinklars in 
fashion's sphere, who make a job of the. theatre 
for some private purpose, to marry daughters 
or self, to get edged into the beau monde, or to 
turn an honest penny. 

The Crush-room is now getting thin; the 
emulation of coachmen is over; there is no 
more chance of being squeezed to death by a 

vol. 11. x 
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carriage-wheel, nor to be bespattered 
the mud thrown on one t>y Duchesses and 
Countesses ; there are no lovely ladies in fits; 
no screaming nor fainting; no swearing of 
coachees, nor interference of constables; the 
gentle attention of beaux handing in belles to 
their carriages ; the flippant €€ Shall I set you 
down ?" of a baroness, and " Til take you up v 
of the police, addressed to some old members 
of the Catch club, who attend all places of 
musical celebrity. All this is come to a close, 
and so must this chapter. But, oh ! how these 
dangers, dreads and dismays, these rivalries, 
jostlings and strifes, do enhance the value of an 
opera night !— in one word, how delightful J» 
amusement is the Opera ! . 
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CHAPTER XL 



A HAPPY THOUGHT.— PATCHING UP. SUPPOSED 

TO BE GREATER THAN EVER. 



<( Ainsi que cela soit dit pour qui veut se connaitre, ; 
Le plus sage est celui qui ne pense point TStre.'" 

Boileau. 

♦ 

Young Greenlaw was much pleased with him- 
self a la sortie de F Opera; he found himself quite 
the fashion ; beauties were in rivalry together in 
order to obtain his heart; and he still might 
make an advantageous match and form a noble 
alliance at the same time, for matters were now 
altered. A titled wife was all his former am- 
bition, but now he must have a partner whose 

k 2 
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fortune would enable him to pay off his incum- 
brance*, and to dear his territorial possessions, 
both at once ; whilst she added nobility to his 
family, and brought influence into the matrimo- 
nial scale with her. He hugged this unction to 
his soul for a few minutes, when Conscience 
whispered in his ear, and asked him, if, after 
ruining the peace of mind of one woman, he 
intended to break the heart of another, and 
to violate early vows, the abandonment of 
which would be disgraceful to a man of honour? 
moreover, were beauty, birth, and fortune, all 
to be found obedient to his nod ? Certainly 
not; and the want of any one of them would have 
made his bliss incomplete. Yes, but then Emma 
was not noble; her birth was unknown. But 
why did he not think of that sooner ? besides, 
she had other and more essential points to make 
wedlock happy,— a lovely person, an excellent 
temper, and a virtuous mind: she was pure 
and spotless as the unfallen snow, whilst in *he 
piid-way of its descent from its native sky; 
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chaste as the untouched blossom ; as retiring 
from the approach of evil as the sensitive plant ; 
and as accomplished and graceful as if she had 
been brought up in courts. What would it 
avail him to marry an ugly, a deformed, a low- 
born, or an unpolished woman, with a hundred 
thousand pounds; to be laughed at abroad, and 
made miserable at hone? or to be forced to 
seek for false consolation in criminal society, 
and habits so expensive, that four times that 
fortune might soon crumble into dust ?' Look 
at the noble pile i» Essex, now levelled with 
the clod of the valley I (we say no more.) What 
would a superb woman, instead of a fernme 
superb*, the widow of a gouty Earl* or the 
daughter of a poor Baron,— the one with hirff- 
ardozen ready-made children to peck a second 
husband's eyes out, and the other with a con- 
tempt for commoners and as gre$t a disregard 
for money, bring with her to the Teinpfe of 
Hymen but ruin, boasting, poor relation?, and 
4 love for pleasure, ? And probably? if Monsieur 
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turned inconstant, he might meet with a match 
on the other side of the house ; and Madame 
might even then, perchance, take the first word 
of flitting, and by a journey to Scotland get rid 
of her husband, and retain her provision. 

What then must be done ? He had it— the 
idea struck him, and he sent for the Tiger to 
concoct the matter together. Money must be 
raised, and the latter put him on the plan. He 
was to pretend to have a great match in view, 
rich and noble, but the vile cash was wanting 
to pursue it. He also wished to get into Parlia- 
ment; a vacant borough presented itself, but it 
was a golden one, and that metal alone could 
get it. It happened luckily that Lady Gertrude 
was a little better, so that he wrote to her on 
the subject, stating that his promotion only 
required the purchase-money to be lodged, and 
that it was but decent that he should add to 
Captain the two attractive letters M. P., parti- 
cularly as the sturdy Highlander had wrested 
the dormant Baronetcy from his grasp, and 
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proved himself the most awake of the two. Now 
the money for all this could only be procured 
by persuading his father to join him, the heir* 
of succession, in selling one of the unentailed 
estates ; and he would be amply repaid during 
his life, by discontinuing a huge allowance, 
which it was pretended would be increased ten- 
fold by a wife's fortune. Thus he could keep 
himself single for Emma, and (as Tiger advised 
him) get in debt as much as he liked, with M. P. 
at his back. D'ailkurs, the old gentleman's age 
was going on apace, and the unsold property 
would be a handsome thing in itself at his 
demise — all that was against him was delays : 
he therefore pressed Sir John to come up to 
town as soon as possible, and to bring the dirty 
acres into the market. The old gentleman 
swallowed the bait, rendered more attractive 
by Lady Gertrude's dressing it up. She 
admired Herbert's honour and secrecy in not 
revealing the name of his intended, and she 
thought nothing more likely than that, after the 
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next session of Parliament (for this was near its 
close) his devotion to the Minister, h» iaknto 
both oratorical and those of gold, together with 
his wife's influence (doubtless she had some)) 
might get him called to the Upper House ; and 
if any unlucky change should cause his powerful 
claims to be passed over, he might get hooked- 
on to an embassy, and get a decoration in time, 
bearing Sir Herbert with it. 

With this she lay down to rest, and her good 
husband rose up to ruin : a fit of the gout, 
brought on by fretting, confined him to Brigh- 
ton ; but he sent up the necessary power, and 
other documents, required for the sale of one d 
his best estates. 

The rumour of a rich marriage has a very 

9 

great effect upon more classes than one. Here 
we see poor credulous parents strain the h& 
nerve of exertion to keep up appearances, in 
order to bolster up the credit of their son until 
he obtain a rich heiress, whom he pretends to 
have in his eye ; and it is only I, or the M 



THK GUAKD*. 201 

vulgar adage laid upon Betty Merlin, but 
really a much more solemn thing— 

"O mihi beate Martine.*' 

Tradesmen are equally gullible in these mat- 
ters. We know two ruined young men who 
obtained supplies from some of their numerous 
tradesmen, in order tq parry on their suit (as 
suitors, the tradesmen imagined) with the 
monied party who was announced to be the 
bride elect: font whether it did not suit the 
lady, was never ascertained ; or whether the 
story was founded in fable, we know not ; but 
copch-maker, jeweller, horqe-dealex, never were 
paid, and the young men did not get married. 

The estate was disposed of by private con* 
tract to a man without a npme, pr wther^ with 
such a one that proved he was nobody. Your 
Woods, and Birds, and Browns, and Greens, 
and Whites, and Blacks, — he was one of these, 
and was known to be an agent for somebody 
else : but his bank-paper was all that was looked 

k 5 
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for, and he took care to look well to the title- 
deeds, for he was by country a Yorkshireman, 
and by profession a solicitor (cheat him who 
can). Thus went one estate. 

Previous to giving his consent to its sale, he 
(the father) objected that the purchase of the 
borough was an object not worth any body's 
while, as Parliament would soon expire, if not 
dissolved. But her Ladyship thought otherwise : 
besides, this was a particular bargain, for the 
member retiring secured the second return to his 
successor. This the husband doubted. u It was 
too dear, 1 ' he also ventured to observe. " Not 
a bit; the wife elect would more easily be 
gained by an M.P. than a simple Captain." 
"What! in the Guards?" cried the father. 
" Ay, in any corps ; Captain wants an accom- 
paniment" (there's the old tune, thought he to 
himself), "and unless he be the Honourable 
Captain, Captain such-a-one, Baronet, or a 
higher title, the Captain only catches rich 
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widows and boarding-school misses ; and I don't 
like either of them, that 's flat ! v " Humph ! 
well, you must have it your own way," ter- 
minated the dialogue. 

In a few weeks two great points were car- 
ried. All craving debts were paid; and our 
hero was actually franking letters, which he 
was so glib at, that half his friends had to pay 
double and treble postage: this, however, is 
quite excusable in a young beginner, who 
wishes to get his hand in, and it is also neces- 
sary that a variety of post-offices should get 
acquainted with his signature. They are more 
particular now o' days, than they were in the 
good times when franks were unlimited, and 
when it was so much the rage for the nobility 
and fashionable gentry to write illegible hands, 
for fear of being mistaken for men of letters or 
men of business, that a wag used to send his 
letters free during a whole session of Parlia- 
ment with " Single sheet " so scribbled in the 
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comer of the superscripture, that it might be 
taken for Singleton, or Singlespeech, or any 
thing else, and it passed as quietly, nemine dis- 
sentiente, as if it had beeir a grant to some of 
the junior members of the royal family, who, 
in the good old times, appeared annually ; or an 
act to extend our paper currency, which it cer- 
tainly was in one shape. Now things are al- 
tered, and some of our princes write so beau- 
tifully, that they have almost brought penman- 
ship into fashion ; nevertheless, our beardless 
dashing members write so free-\y 9 that one 
would think that they had never troubled the 
copy-book, or that the copy-book had never 
troubled them. This was the kind of auto- 
graph which our Exquisite chose — loose and 
unfettered as flowing drapery, and as far above 
the deciphering of the vulgar eye as Cicero- 
nian Latin is to the vulgar tongue of a certain 
civic Baronet, or of the fishmonger, now presi- 
dent of his own board of green (or other) 
c «>th, — a cloth frequented by the first company 
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in the land, particularly after midnight tolls, 
and when the savoury odours mount from gour~ 
mancTs hall, and the popping of corks is like a 
feu dejoie. 

If our reader recollect, the young Guards- 
man once disdained the toils, the attendance, 
and the watchings of the senate, and asserted 
that the Catholic Relief, or Emancipation Bill, 
and all other bills, were indifferent to him, ex- 
cept a bill-et doux 9 a bill of exchange, or a 
good bill of fare. But debts are very changing 
concerns, And he not only changed his note but 
likewise his opinion. He was quite aware of 
die advantages and privileges of that honourable 
House. And so he ought : its weight and im- 
portance are felt all over the world ; its mandates 
and decisions have made tyrants tremble, have 
broken the bonds of slavery, and have echoed 
from St. Stephen's to the shores of the Adriatic, 
the Euxine, and the. Ganges. The supplies 
voted from that noble source of national repre* 
sentation, have succoured the faint and weary, 
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was good for them better than themselves, he 
was advised to vote in that way which would 
most further his own interest. We do not say 
that he did so, but such was the advice of an 
old stager. " To speak or not to speak — that 
was the question F A maiden speech is an 
awful thing; that din of hear, hear, is over- 
coming to common nerves ; he therefore resolv- 
ed to be a monosyllabic member, and to reserve 
his speeches for. the outside of the House, 
where his language had become quite parlia- 
mentary. 

If he was asked the simplest question pos- 
sible, by way of requiring his opinion, he would 
reply, " I vote decidedly against the measure, 7 * 
and it was negatived. If engaged to a small 
party, he would observe—" We formed a select 
committee to dine with Lord John to-day ;" or, 
" I am engaged to the member for Coventry's, 
or any other town-party, to-morrow." At the 
Clubs it was always the honourable gentleman, 
or the worthy member, who spoke last.*" "Such 
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a one made a good appearance; another was im 
the minority." The calls of his family con- 
nexions, he termed " a call of the house;" and if 
any of his acquaintances got married, he would 
tell you that they had "paired off." He held 
it a constitutional measure to make a " dijesmet 
& la fourchette ; n and when he chose to get rid 
of a subject, he wished the previous question to 
be disposed of. He issued the order of the day 
to his servant, to reject all petitions, and let 
all bills lie on the table, where, after a third 
reading, they were lost, or thrown out; and 
all question of payment was adjourned sine 
die. Touching his attendance at the Houpe, 
he was pretty regular, as he wished to become 
familiar with all its foims ; but, after a time, he 
went down there late, in imitation of greater 
men, who only wish to be present at a great 
measure, or a division of the House. He was, 
at the beginning of his career, very attentive to 
what passed, in order to be able to report in 
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his. private circle; but as he grew more ac- 
quainted with the persons and names of the 
members, and could call them familiarly , Can- 
ning, Brougham, Peel, Huskisson, Old Dick 
Martin, Everlasting Hume, &c. 8tc, and class 
them with the ministerial party, the opposition, 
the grumblers, the saifcts, and the radicals, 
and ironically name the linen-draper Lord 
Waithman, and Alderman Dubois, "Humpty 
Dunopty, sat oa a wall " — whe^ he was up to 
all this senatorial slang, he preferred the gal. 
lery to every other part of the house, and 
entered freely into any subject that best suited 
the whim of the moment. This he got the habit 
of, from copying from some rare original* in 
this way— one of whom was bargaining for a 
horse during a lengthy speech upon the corja- 
bill; and another of whom was discussing the 
merits of Web the singer, whilst, the casq of the 
distressed Spitalfields' weavers was before the 
House* In like manner, any motion for a pro- 



210 TUB G0ARM. 

duction of accounts induced him to look over 
his betting-book ; and the state of Ireland re- 
minded him of losses at the Union (the club 
ire mean) ; the subject of Parliamentary Reform 
gave him the head-ache; and the bare mention 
of the abolition of sinecure places set him 
asleep. In spite of all these tricks, however, 
he took care not to be observed, and considered, 
whilst looking over the gallery, he might be 
overlooked himself; but one day, perceiving a 
brother member, whom he supposed to be 
taking the minutes of the debate, to be drawing 
his caricature in his hat, he became more circum- 
spect, and filled up the intervals with a pinch 
of snuff, which he had formerly dedicated 
to other less useful habits. His friend, 
however, was all the time altering the features 
of the case, as well as of the face ; for caricature 
is to drawing, or painting, what amplification 
and misrepresentation are to argument or faith- 
ful statement. One day, on quitting his seat, he 
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picked up a piece of paper, which he was 
anxious to peruse, in case it might be another 
caricature, or the heads of a speech, the rough 
draft of a petition, or an anonymous communi- 
cation to himself. " I'll sit upon this docu- 
ment" said he senatorially to himself, before I 
address the chair at the club, on a motion for 
the expulsion of one of our members unduly 
elected and returned — A lions, voyons!" It was 
dark, and he could make nothing of it ; it was 
a fragment, or, to use a common popular ex- 
pression, he could make neither head nor tail 
of it. Did it belong to one of the representa- 
tives of Middlesex? Peut-itre qtSoui, peut- 
itre que non. He turned it, and twisted it, and 
was going to consign it to the flames, (for he 
was now by a good fire in his dressing-room,) 
when something of a Parliamentary shape in- 
duced him to give it a second reading. The first 
line was all torn off to the last two words of it, 
which were without a rhyme to them, (the rest 
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of the fragment was in metre,) and these words 
stood precisely thus : 



" the state. 



»» 



Now this might mean any thing,— the State 
itself, an object of the first importance ; or it 
might refer to the state of Ireland, which, with 
him, was a minor consideration ; or it might be 
the state of the poll, or an officer of the State. 
It was too ambiguous to waste further time 
upon, in its present state 9 — and. he was too late 
for dinner 9 that was all right, — and must dress, 
that he could do with the paper (it could not 
be a state paper) in his hand : the rest ran thus : 



u 



As ways and means, and money bills, 
Aggrieve a burden'd nation ; 

We mortals owe our private ills 
To Folly's self-taxation. 



" The devil we do P cried the reader. 

Oft rising conscience mores, alas ! 

For acts of reformation ; 
The bill 's brought in, but fails to pass 

From daily prorogation* 
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Ho* short the Senate's seven years, 

Vain bubble quickly o'er ! 
As brief the thread of life appears, 

Hough spun *© ten tunes more— 

And " 

Here was another /nut us, and the thread of the 
discourse was spun no farther — it was cut off. 
These four words are fearful ! He did not like 
the allusion to " Folly's self-taxation." And 
then the shortness of the thread of life made 
him ponder a little ; it was a grave subject: he 
had a sick mother ybom he loved very tenderly, 
although he was too stylish to show it; and 
Lady Lydia might be in a decline ; and 4ie him- 
self was going too fost the course of extrava- 
gance : he felt all this, for he had a good heart, 
but he would not allow himself to think. "All 
was not gold that glitters"— this was evident to 
him already. He had carried some points of 
his ambition, but had been foiled in others. 
Some of his debts were paid, but not all, and he 
had parted with a fine estate : by discharging the 
most urgent, he had got his promotion, but lost 
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ground in the corps. Colonel Leadon had 
given him up as incorrigible ; Bramblewood was 
absent ; the two Lords, George and Edward Fitx 
Eustace, had cut him on account of his conduct 
to Lady Lydia ; General O. N. 9 foimerly of the 
Guards, looked severely at him in the House on 
observing his very unbecoming levity ; and many 
of the young hands considered that he came it too 
strong ; that he was verging away from them to 
a minor circle ; that he would either be ruined, 
or turn out a professed play-man ; and that he 
ought not to associate with the Tiger ;— but, 
above all, they could not brook his affecting to 
outdo them all. It was bad style, they said; his 
pretensions were not high enough (and they 
were right) : they had bad Dukes' 1 sons amongst 
them, who never attempted the thing; or, if 
they did it imperceptibly, title, property, in- 
fluence, interest, military rank, and court fa- 
vour, all bore them out in it ; they had seen 
dozens of fellows with twenty thousand a-year 
take a middle station among&t them, and twice 
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as many more they had known to be ruined by 
emulative attempts out of the corps, who were 
all humility in it. Our readers who are ac- 
quainted with the Guards will readily make 
this distinction : the expensive habits of the 
Guards are individual, particular, and not re- 
gimental or general. He who enters the bri- 
gade, with a view of vying with the nobility 
and rich young men of it, must either be weal- 
thy, or dip his fortune ; but at the same time 
there are in it many examples of officers of the 
highest respectability, and highly respected both 
as good soldiers and well-bred gentlemen, whose 
private means are limited, but which, joined 
to prudence and their pay, carry them through 
with the greatest credit to themselves ; and they 
are highly prized by their brother officers. It is 
a London life, not the Guards, that is ruinous : 
and we well know that prudence will do much 
in London ; indeed, more than in an obscure 
quarter, for no one knows how his neighbour 
lives in town ; nor does any one, who daily sees 
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a young man well drened, and in good 
pany, a frequenter of the first class of treaties, 
and in the morning fashionable places for equi- 
tation, charioteering, or lounging, think of in- 
quiring where he dines, how he lives, or what 
may be his exact abode, or the price af his lodg- 
ing ; the hotel or coffee-house from which be 
dates his billets and answers to invitations, and 
where visiting cards and letters are left, is far 
oftener merely his receiving houae than die 
place of bis actual abode. The mystery of an 
Exquisite's abode is by no means against him ; 
it is interpreted a hundred different ways, bat, 
whilst .-he is always visible, and in a high dnde, 
it is of no earthly consequence. Some have 
their letters addressed to the town residence of 
a titled relation, or an M. P. London is the 
only place in the world for these resources. 

The Captain's sun was setting in the brigade, 
and be conceived the idea of quitting it. But first 
let us see what the fragment was : An anony- 
mous letter in verse to self? No. — Some billet 
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doux of home-manufacture, which vain youths 
occasionally pen to dear self, and leave to be 
picked up, pretending to be all astonishment 
at the discovery, and cry, " Fray did you see 
a scrap of paper ? I fear I have dropped some- 
thing — did you pick up a letter ?" No. — Was it 
a brother member's notes of a speech, which the 
unexpected turn of the debate rendered un- 
availing? No. — A burst of imagination, which 
when composed, seemed mighty clever, but 
which did not read well, and so got demolished ? 
No. — A tailor's bill, or a lengthy account 
put into the wrong pocket by mistake, and 

r 

torn in a passion ? No. — A pun, a saucy letter, 
or some written intrusion given to a member 
on the step of his door, or on his way to the 
House, and treated with merited contempt? 
No. — A petition? No, nor that; it was no- 
thing of either kind. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



SKEIOU6 THOUGHTS.— AXMAC*'*. — FIDDLK- 

FADDLB. 



" My care is like my shadow in the eon, 
Follows me flying, flies when I pursue it ; 
Stands and lies by me, does what I have done : 
This too familiar care doth make me me is. 
No means I find to rid him from my breast. 
Till by the end of things it be suppress'd." 

QtriEN Elizabeth. 

When ready for dinner, and the carriage 
had been waiting two hours at the door, Cap- 
tain Greenlaw felt a distaste for society. " Au 
Diable le S avoir Vivre /" impatiently uttered he, 
" I won't go to the club, and I am glad that 
Tiger maximus* has got his cong6 for the 

* In contradistinction from the Tiger minimus of the 
late Lord Leg. 
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evening. I should like to be alone for the first 
time of my life. I say — I forget your name, 
ask Godiveau (the French cook) what he has 
got in the house." 

Footman.—?-" Nothing, Sir, but some quails, 
and a golden plover, a neck of venison, mid 
some fish." 

" Well, let the fish be dressed tPabord." 

" Sir, the fish has been kept too long, it an't 
quite good, it 's rather on the go." 

u Then throw it out of the window, and let 
it go altogether: dress the quails and the ve- 
nison.*" 

" Sir, the quails an't picked : you 11 have a 
long time to wait for them." 

" Well then, make a blazing fire, and let me 

have the venison as soon as possible; and whilst 

I 'm eating it, let Godiveau toss up an omelette 

aujambon ; and send off Scrub, the stupid boy, 

who came in the place of Edward, whom I 

sent away for robbing me, and let him get 

some kidneys, that I may have des rognons au 

via de champagne." 

l 2 
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" Sir, the fire ii out ; and to tell you the 
truth, Mister Godiveau is out: and besides 
the butler is out, and he has taken the key of 
the cellar with him. 4 " 

" Break it open, stupid, and send for a 
blacksmith to put on a new lock afterwards. 
Surely, the she-cook, Godiveau's understrapper, 
assistant, or whatever he calls her, can roast a 
bit of venison, and I must have the champagne 
by itself." 

" Certainly, Sir, but Mrs. Ramikins is gone 
to the play, and the pantry is locked; and 
we are out of champagne.' 11 

" What the h — 1, Sirrah ! Do you mean to 
tell me that all my champagne is drunk ?" 

" Yes, Sir." 

"What, all ?" 

" No, Sir, not all drunk ; but it is all gone ?" 

"How?" 

" Why Sir, Mr. ViUeroi (the Tiger) and 
his friends, Captain Sing-Song and one of the 
fancy, drank most of it ; and Mr. Godiveau 
took out the last half-dozen in his cabriolet at 
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five o'clock ; for they all understood that you 
were to dine at the club." 

"Very pretty! So Mr. Godiveau keeps a 
cabriolet ?" 

" Oh, yes, Sir ; and other things besides." 

"What?" 

" Oh, Sir ! it 's not my place to meddle 
with my fellow-servants; but really he and 
your own man do try it on too much." 

" Well ! but what does Godiveau keep?" 

" Why, saving your presence, a lady." 

" Very comme il fautl And my French ras- 
cal of a valet de chambre?" 

" Oh ! I don't know, Sir, but I am afraid he 
keeps bad company, for he is terribly in debt, 
and goes to the gaming-table every day — some 
lower places, not like your quality hells, saving 
your presence." 

" Humph ! — and what besides ?" 

" Why, he never goes to bed until we get 
up ; he wants no key : and we have to call him 
to dress you, and then he goes to bed again ; 
and he is as commanding and abusive, and re- 
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quires as much waiting on as if he were master 
of the house ; and he treats us like dirt." 

" Ay > there's the rub-**else I should never 
have got at the truth ; but he shall not trouble 
yoa long. Send to the nearest tavern for 
some brown soup, a few fried smelts, and a 
cotelette a la SoubUe, and bring me up a bottle 
of Madeira, and a bottle of Burgundy, if they 
have left me any : and that I may not be short 
of wine to-morrow, in Case I take it into my 
head to have any one to dine, order six dozen 
of Sillery, and six of Epernay, from Winter's." 

" Sir, he has called ten times since you 
went to Brighton; and declines serving any 
longer." 

" Why then, go to Wright's, and we shall 
have my order in verse in the papers to-morrow, 
to increase his celebrity, such as 

" Good wine at morning, noon, and night, 
You 're sore to get from Charley Wright ; 
His stock is genuine, rich, and rare, 
And cheap, such his diwr de plaire" 
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He took a hasty dinner, in the middle of 
which he asked if there was any fruit in the 
house, when he was informed that Godiveau 
and the valet took out a pine and some hot-house 
grapes with them, for Godiveau's favourite ; and 
that they had prevailed on the butler to give 
them half a dozen pounds of wax lights, on 
condition that he should sup with them, as Mr. 
Godiveau's lady was to give a pic-nic that 

night* 

" Well, they may pick this time, and I'll 
nick to-morrow \-~jefimrai tout cefa." 

When dinner was ended, and olives were 
substituted for any farther dessert, he called for 
his bronze lamp, read a score of invitations, re- 
perused half a dozen billets from Lady Lydia, 
and sealed them up lest they should ever be 
asked for, although there was nothing which 
could commit her, even in the eyes of a prude ; 
her only fault had been to tamper with her 
affections, and flirt away until she had been 
the dupe, and now loved de bonne foi 9 where 
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she met with an ungrateful return. He then 
took up his lute; it was out of tune* He 
turned to wine; it seemed acid. He then 
wrote a long letter to Emma; and at mid- 
night, (when his carriage had been ordered 
to return,) he started for Almack's, first to kill 
time and to banish care, secondly to meet la 
brune tt la blonde, and thirdly, because he had 
received reproaches for his late non-attendance, 
which seemed like a slight to the elegant Com- 
mittee, and above all, to the illustrious pa- 
troness ; and lastly, because it was whispered in 
the Guards, that he was cutting the first circle, 
and descending the ladder of eminence. 

On his way to Almack's, a thousand unpleasant 
ideas assailed him : the sad fate of Lady Lydia, 
who once had been a star in fashion's hemisphere, 
his mother's illness, the title vanished, one estate 
sold and another disputed, (and the suit took 
an ugly turn, the papers were full of it) ; then 
the quitting the Guards, to enter which corps 
had been his earliest ambition, and to the name 
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of which he owed half, his renown. He resolved 
that he would not quit them, but he would be 
more prudent, retrieve, cut off some of his ex- 
penses. His Yacht, for instance, he would part 
with; some of his crew had deserted, they were 
convicted of smuggling, and were in prison, and 
the others were ill paid, and wished to be 
turned over to the commodore of the fleet,* 
(if so we may call an assemblage of fine yachts). 
Then he promised himself that he would be 
moderate at play, go less to Mr. Crackpurse's, 

* We cannot help paying a deserved tribute of praise 
to the Yacht-club and to Lord Yarborough: to the first, 
for its inspiring a true old English and manly feeling to 
a maritime nation, and supplanting effeminate pleasures, 
which attracted the degenerated nobility of foreign and 
of warmer climes ; to the second, for the trim of his 
vessel, and for his own seamanship in general. The ex- 
pense of keeping up such pastimes is not small: its 
extent is enormous, when the vessels are such as the 
Pearl, or the Marquis of Sligo's (who got thereby into 
an ugly scrape, and has his views confined for it), or the 
late Lord Craven's, not forgetting Sir Billy's craft. But 
how superior such amusement is to the vile, gaming- 
table, to the fancy-ring, or to cock-fighting, and herding 
with coachmen ! how much more intellectual than cricket, 
golf, or useless archery! 

Lfi 
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etcetera ; but he could not consistently leave off 
all his old haunts and habits. He also projected 
to get rid of his Tiger, as soon as he could de- 
cently or rather handsomely; forVilleroi was not 
a kind of man to be shaken off in an unceremoni- 
ous manner- Besides he had so complete a hold 
of him, was so wormed into his secrets, his con- 
fidence, his frailties, and so much the master of 
his secrets and of himself, that it was not a 
very easy matter to detach himself from his 
society. Moreover, Horace Villeroi was so plecu 
sant, so manly, so adroit, high-couraged, and 
in some shape so talented, that he was a desira- 
ble companion. He had a satis fafon deport- 
ment with him, and a perfect contempt for pub- 
lic opinion, although, at the same time, quite a 
man of the world; so that, as an out and outer, 
his match was not to be found: and he had ma- 
nagement enough to keep his place, and to be 
considered at Ascot, Epsom, Newmarket, in the 

y in the ring, and amongst a set of the most 
dashing younE men m 
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On entering Almack's, he was greeted by 
the civilities of Mr. William Willis, inquiries 
after Lady Gertrude, etcetera, and the infor- 
mation that he would find the place, or rather 
the leading persons of that place, quite revolu- 
tionized—Hi foreign lady of great eminence and 
merit, was elected chief patroness: that there 
had been a good deal of squabbling (" tantane 
animis celestibus ira T), and it was seriously 
contemplated to pass a vote of censure on him, 
for neglect, non-attendance, some informalities, 
and divers other things. The fact was, that 
Lady Lydia's case had furnished the great 
subject-matter of small talk, but that the ma- 
jority were of opinion that she deserved her 
fate* 

Our hero now saw that all was du dernier 
goitt in his reflected self, and he gracefully and 
carelessly went up and made bis bow to her 
Excellency (for the first Lady at Almack's be- 

* Where did a pretty woman ever find a friend ? not often 
in her own sex, all gentle and amiable though they be. 
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longed to the corp$ diplomatique, and was truly 
not only her Excellency but her Highness,) and 
in spite of a certain Countess's envious remarks, 
was the pride of the dance not long ago; 
when the titled Vestrii k Second, of heiress- 
captivating renown, was acknowledged le Dieu 
de la Dame (for an amateur). He had then to 
Aoat round five other Patronesses— Duchess, 
Marchioness, Countesses, and Lady. It is a 
most imposing thing, (by imputing we mean 
striking, nothing connected with hoax, humbug, 
or imposition) for a green-horn nobleman or 
other newly-elected member of Fashion's court, 
to face the female Directory ; there is so much 
pomp and etiquette in their high mightinesses, 
and they are so organized, that the House of 
Ladies beats the House of Lords out of the 
field. Such committees, portfolios, accounts, 
resolutions, elections, regulations, emulations, 
resignations, and (as an Irish Countess said) 
botherations, that a novice attendant of this 
Temple of the Graces seems more as if he were 
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going to be present at a state trial, than if he 
were going to a dance with a skipping Lady 
Emma or Augusta, or to have his head turned 
in a waltz by the revolving charms of a superb 
Lady Helen, or an irresistible Countess of Con- 
querall. It is rather marvellous that their Graces 
and Ladyships should not have assumed titles 
which they might hold by virtue of their office — 
as Privy Counsellors, Members of Parliament, 
Bishops and Judges (with whom we ought to 
have begun). Masters in Chancery, General and 
Civil Officers ; for then there might have been 
Queens — such as the Queen of Hearts, the 
Queen of Diamonds, (which the Dowager Mar- 
chioness of would well represent,) 

the Queen of the Dandies,* and the Queen 
of the Dowdies; there might have been her 
Honour the Mistress, instead of his Ho- 
nour the Master; there might have been 
a Mistress Speaker, for which office a great 
number of ladies are fitted; Female Judges, 

• Lady Dovecote. 
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who are the best of all ; Special Pleaders ; 
Lady-Generals of Divisions ; and Reverend Ma- 
trons, to look after their young friends, and to 
collect them under their wings as the hen does 
her chickens; and Chamber Counsellors, 

"To fetch the young ides how to shoot ;" — 

Officers civil wives, instead of vice versa. — Then 
would Almack's be in all its splendour, a n atio n al 
institution, and one of our finest British mo- 
numents of art;* nor *ould female reporters and 
tellers, nor even female maccrs be wanting to fill 
the minor departments of this august assembly. 
As young Greenlaw was just proceeding to- 
wards la blonde j he was cut off in his advance by 
the Countess of Alderney, to whom he had to 

♦ Whilst on the subject of monuments, we cannot but 
wonder that the King-street edifice should have stood so 
long. What, vile brick ! when piaster of Paris is every- 
where so common* The Roman cement might be ob- 
jectionable, because, where division does not exist, ce- 
menting is superfluous. The King-street House might 
be said to possess one solid advantage : " It has that 
within which far surpasseth show." 
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make his devoirs, and was rallied on his flirta- 
tion at the Opera, and complimented on his 
good looks since he had arrived from Brighton. 
But the Duchess of Belpass was not so indulgent : 
this Lady Manager, who was at the head of the 
Privy Council, told him that they had just 
nick-named him the late Captain Greenlaw, 
and that, had be not been tolerated in his sena- 
torial occupation, they must have excluded him: 
" Look," said she, " it is near one!" 

" And what is one amongst so many of us ?" 
interrupted the Honourable General O'Crazy ; 
by which he relieved his brother officer. 

The Duchess of Belpass has a little of mamma 
in her (the late Duchess of Match-make); 
elk n'est pas endurante, and, if slighted, is a 
match for any man. And so she ought to be; 
has she not the best blood in the North in her 
veins ? Is she not of ducal descent, as well as 
her Grace by marriage ? Is not the Highland 
breed all the fashion ? and hers was crossed by 
Border-blood, as rich and active as that of the 
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lofty mountains. Had not the spouse of the 
blue-bonnet Duke a bee in her own bonnet? 
And are not her children nobly provided for? 
The Marquis is a hero, and deserves all he can 
get. One sister is a Duke and Governor's lady ; 
another, her Grace the Lady Manager aforesaid; 

one a Marchioness ; but, one Well ! — 

they must palm her upon a commoner: but 
rCimportc. Her directorial Grace has not her mo- 
ther's wit nor rude talent, but what she has 
lost that way, she has gained by an English 
air; mamma might have been a queen, but 
there are vulgar queens, as well as vulgar 
queans: yet her late Grace was a Queen of 
Trumps, for in the long-run she always won. 
Captain Greenlaw escaped the bore-al Duchess, 
when he was arrested (not for debt, thanks to 
his lucky stars he was an M.P.) in his progress 
by the Countess di Ca$leluulla 9 a well-received 
Spanish grandee's lady, who asked him who two 
red-haired young ladies were, who stood both 
together all alone, (as Sir Boyle Roche might 
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have called it) like Gemini in the Signs of the 
Zodiac. 

" They must be proper people," replied the 
Captain ; " because, before they came here, they 
must have been examined, overhauled, scruti- 
nized, anatomized, and so pulled to pieces, that 
the ordeal and the crucible, the Inquisition and 
the Star-chamber, (and bright stars are here) must 
be a mere joke to it. I know a duchess who is 
a firebrand ; a countess who blows the coals ; a 
viscountess who is a sieve ; and a simple lady 
who is always raising the wind ! So I beg leave 
to ask if what has been examined, tried, sifted, 
and blown upon, must not be pure to stand all 
these tests. Au surplus, I believe these ladies are 
of the monied interest — you see they have golden 
locks, or auburn hair, which the directorial 
Duchess's mamma would have called a 9 brunt (or 
burnt) ; for in spite of the aristocratical principles 
of this right honourable assembly, the monied, 
the trading, the nabobical, and Judaical gene* 
rations, have crept in amongst them. There are 
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no primitiye principles anywhere to be found in 
these corrupt times ; and we cannot keep out 
the ho$t of Pharaoh, the worshippers of the 
golden calf, nor the tribe of Manasseh from 
court or state, from senate or nobility, from 
chaste Almack's in the West to polluted All. 
Max in the East ;— every where they slip in, from 
East to West; from St Giles's to St James's; 
from the rising to the setting of the sun.* 

The two young ladies passed by at the time. 

" They are not so bad/ 9 observed an Irish 
member; " they '11 pass muster very well, since 
the Union? 

" Ay/ added General O. ; " or at the United 
Service Club: those young ladies are worth 
their weight in gold." 

This defence of the monied interest brought 
on a vehement argument between the aristocracy 
and the moderates at Almack's; and the family 
of Mountnorris was brought upon the carpet. 
One lady undertook to prove them pure Mont- 
morency s; others said, that Norris was more 
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like Morris, and that the morris-dancers them- 
selves were very old ; some added, that maurice 
was the word for the dancers, and that that name 
would stand up for itself. A Blue-stocking 
Noble assured the admiring circle, that morris, 
or maurice, meant Moorish, and was of ancient 
and noble lineage. A jealous old peer swore 
by the Saxon Heptarchy, from which he was 
descended, that Mountnorris and Montmo- 
rency were as distinct as Mount Etna and Mont 
Blanc. He said they might as well call le 
premier Baron ChriHen and Baron Rothschild, 
the two first barons in the world, because the 
first was the first Christian baron, and the se- 
cond the first baronial Jew ; and that if they 
went on that way, it was like making a diaper 
napkin descend from le Roi Pepin: Pepin 
—pop-in — pip- kin— diaper nap-kin. See how 
the Am is made out* 

A laugh ensued : — he talked something about 
a horse-shoe, farriers, family broils, forging of 
titles, and a deal of trash ; and that the family 
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name was not Montmorency* or Montmorenci. 
Whether the t be right, or the y, may cause a 
difficulty; why less things have done it; a 
letter is a stubborn evidence for or against— 
But just as one party was standing up for the 
Gaul, and the other for the Hibernian, Cap- 
tain Greenlaw stood up with something more 
attractive than both the parties concerned. The 
partner of his election was la Blonde, worthy of 
being called la Reine Blanche amongst all 
the high-sounding titles afloat; and after this 
dance, a brother Guardsman beckoned him, and 
took him off to an early supper. The brother 
soldier had a magnet of attraction at the supper* 
party ; but young Greenlaw looked in at the 
great golden fishery, and lost a sum there that 
deranged all his plans and resolutions. He 

* We are informed that his Lordship's pretensions 
are clear and substantiated. Of course this discussion 
can in no ways annoy him ; there are other names and 
peerages much more talked about. People will talk, but 
let those laugh who win. It is one thing to circulate the 
on diU du jour, but another far different one to esta- 
blish them, or to give credit to them. 
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went home, found his own man and Monsieur 
Godiveau drunk, and his cellar door open : he 
swore that he would discharge them both the 
next day ; but to pay them was the question, 
and to pay his losses was still more difficult. 
He had to raise money for both, and the sacri- 
fice was his commission. To quit the Guards 
was heart-breaking — his colours, his com- 
panions, the uniform, the cockade! This he 
did not lose, his military designation ; he had 
a scheme for this, he still would be a soldier — 
or something like it. 
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XIII. 



RESOLUTlOKS-r-PIFFICULTISS — A HE ATT LOSS. 



" Encore aujourdhui de la folic, 
Et je serai sage demain.'' 

FaBNCH Song. 

Satin gs and doings are two very different 
things, or (as no book is palatable in the pre- 
sent age that is not interlarded with French) 
" Dire etfaire sont deux choses bien differentes." 
Young Greenlaw said he would reform, and he 
said he would get rid of incumbrances, and he 
said that he would discharge his unfaithful 
servants ; but, en attendant, he had to raise the 
wind, and he was not cool enough for a re- 
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former: he therefore sang the French song 
above mentioned, and adjourned the motion 
until the next day, in order to have a merry 
one before he entered upon matter so dry and 
so important. 

He went through the due forms for disposing 
of his commission, and flattered himself that 
by applying for the vacant Lieutenant-colonelcy 
of his county militia, he should be as much a 
military man as ever. The name of Colonel 
looked very pretty on a card, and the Lieute- 
nant should be printed Lt. Colonel Greenlaw 
also had a dashing sound ; it seemed two steps 
higher up the ladder. But then the Guards, 
their elegant society, their appearance ! Well, 
well, the world would not think of that ; and 
a militia Colonel giving dinners, would always 
be courted, noticed, and everywhere received. 

He obtained the vacant commission of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, but where was the corps ? The 
Staff, a few Serjeants, and the Band, were at 
Head Quarters, i. e. the county town ; and it was 
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probable that in the summer five hundred or 
tix hundred clodhoppers might assemble for a 
few weeks' duty, and disperse again, only fit for 
the awkward squad; and that some farmers' 
sons, and a very few county gentlemen might 
do the like, and separate with the goose-step 
still aching in their muscles, and the kicks got 
by the lock-step fresh in their heels. They 
might, moreover, have learned to salute in a sol- 
dier-like manner, and this knowledge they could 
take home to their wives and families ; or if 
garfons, they might think on it whilst singing, 

" I Ve been roaming, I 're been roaming, 
Where the meadow-dew is sweet." 

Perhaps, again, the Militia might not be em- 
bodied, and then the Colonel might amuse him- 
self by thinking on it, which might figuratively 
and eloquently be called embodying thought; an 
unsubstantial, but very elegant employment; 
with some, unfortunately, it is a sinecure place : 
in the latter case he would have one very great 
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advantage, namely, that he would have nobody 
to command him; and if he could command 
himself, he need not envy any Generalissimo, 
Captain-General, or Field Marshal of the 
British or any other Empire. As to the empty 
title of Colonel, or the chance of its being chal- 
lenged, he had certainly a right to his ; and had 
he not, the Veiiezuelean, and all other South 
American armies, would furnish him with a 
pretext: or the Greeks, either at home or 
abroad, the former of which is the best pay in 
the world. The money, the dinners, and the 
cockade, plausibility and a good front, would 
have welcomed any man with not a tenth of his 
pretensions or qualifications. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Herbert Greenlaw, M. P. 
started in his new capacity, and gave dinners to 
half the single men in town. He was always 
glad to see his old brother officers, but some- 
how or other did not feel at home with them as 
formerly. He always thought that he was not 
considered great enough, which weak feeling a 

VOL. II. m 



848 TBI GUAftDS. 

too indulgent mother had engendered in him at 
an early period of life : — it never left him, until 
he paid too dearly for his self-knowledge. And 
on this account his connection with the Brigade 
grew weekly more distant; although he never 
forgot to inform a stranger that he had been 
in the Guards. It is a tottvcmr that every officer 
looks back to with pleasure: it is a leaf in his 
wreath, whether he be a hero, a poet, an au- 
thor, or a man of family; and a feather in 
his cap if he be merely a votary of pleasure 
and ton ion. 

He turned off his offending servants, and 
parted with his yacht ; but he could not get 
out of the Clubs, to some of which he was 
deeply in arrear; and his stud was a continual 
drain upon his purse ; he lost every match 
that he was concerned in. And he had now 
ceased to be a wine-sipper, who, with extended 
lily hand, and crooked little finger bearing a 
ring upon it, would taste and discuss upon 
various qualities of the grape, but drink deeply 
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of none; he now bad got into a second set 
who drank hard ; and when the wine was in, the 
wit was out, and mischief took the chair in her 

* 

stead, and brought him up regularly every 

night at the Grand 

"Pescator del onda—Fidelin,'' — 

or jiddle-in, for we know a peerless visitor there 
who does draw a very long bow. He had, 
moreover, got acquainted with Captain Sing- 
song, whose fine tenor voice so beguiled the 
hours, that he had scarcely time to find himself 
in his place in the House," and lost his balance 
when on his legs speechifying it to his thirsty 
colleagues out of it. The season and the ses- 
sion, however, were progreding rapidly, — the 
one to its maturity, the other to its close ; and 
he promised self, when next elected, to be a 
new man, — and so he was, as our readers will 
soon see. 

One evening as he was pouring out la choco- 
lata for his breakfast, his new valet brought 
him in an armful of letters and papers. — 

M S 
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" Give me the covers to frank, Holsteinwolffe ;" 
for he had now got a German, (a foreigner for 
cook, valet de chambre, confectioner, and maUre 
<TMtel y be\ng a sine qua non in high life,)—** and 
throw the circulars on the table— they may come 
from clubs, concert rooms, Almack's; there 
may be something about the management of 
the Opera, or the Regatta : I Ve nothing to 
do with that now ; nor will I contribute to the 
poor gentleman's raffle. Boys at school are 
awake ; and so many fellows know how to se- 
cure, that there is no security in the dice. 

** I say, Villeroi, I won*tgo to White-headed 
Bob's benefit, but 1 11 give a sovereign for a 
ticket. And do, my good fellow, read the rest 
of these extensive communications, and burn all 
petitions and bills. But if there is a letter 
from the Continent, or from Brighton, hand it 
over to me ; and" (tasting the chocolate) *' let *s 
have a look at the Gazette. — Ha ! — * To be 
Lieutenant, 9 (with rank of Captain, be it well 
understood.)'* 
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" Who ?" (from the Tiger.) 
" Why, Bramblewood." 



" Oh ! I understand," said Villeroi; " he is on 
the descending scale— from Guards to the Line ; 
from full-pay of the Line to half-pay unattach- 
ed ;' and from that get leave to sell out ; and 
thence to the devil. 9 ' (with a laugh.) 

" No, no, Villeroi; you are all in the wrong. 
He stays in the Guards ; his promotion to the 
Lieutenancy makes him a Captain. He is in, 
and I am out ; he buys, and I sell (here a flush 
traversed his face*) I — I suppose — (hesitat- 
ing) — no doubt be comes home on his promo- 
tion." — (a pause.) 

V Don't be out of spirits ; d — n the promo- 
tion ! you are a deal more independent now, 
and a Colonel, rCimportt of what, and a Mem- 
ber of Parliament. You touched the blunt 
for your commission, and paid debts of honour 
and pestering demands with the produce; for 
nobody thinks of paying jewellers, coach- 
makers, tailors, or horse-dealers' debts above 
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once in five years. There are the two years 
of gentlemanlike credit ; then the bill is tent 
in ; six months after, a petition ; both lie on the 
table six months more; then an arrangement 
is pr o posed, and paper given for the amount 
at two years more; a bond, or acceptances bien 
entendu to be renewed every six months; 
during which period the creditor's creditors 
are amused ; and if the bill be duly paid by 
self or friends, all 's right A man can then 
get a rich young one to accept, take up, and 
take a man of fashion's paper for self; and if 
a nobleman, some of these Johnny Raws are 
prouder than if they had the cash in their 
banker's hands, — and so they ought to be, as in 
duty bound,''* — (immoderate laughter.) "As to 
usurious Jews, a man 's a fool who pays them 
at all : let them arrest la bourgeoisie, and those 
whose credit is their fortune; but they may 
whistle for their money with a Peer, a Member 
of Parliament, or with one who has refinement 
enough to like to live in Paris. By the by, I 
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understand that Harriette Wilson is coming out 
in a new form :~that woman has as many forms 
as Proteus, and all of them bad.— -But, I 
say, old fellow," — (there was a time when he 
would not have liked to be thus addressed) 
" By Jupiter, here is an ugly-looking letter;, 
it has a black seal. 91 

" Is it from abroad ?" (trembling.) 

" No." 

" Surely not from Brighton ?" 

" I — don't — know; you had better look at it 
yourself ^ or— perhaps — I— might— venture to- 
read it/ 

" Do." 

" Old fellow, don't forget yourself." 

" Go on/ 

u My dear son/ 

" That 's enough. My poor dear mother! 
'tis so — I know it. Give me a glass of water :— . 
how can I be so weak ?— But any thing else/ 

Here he threw himself on the sofa ; and all 
pomp, pride, ambition, selfishness, false colour* 
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ing, and disguise, were fled: he was the true 
child of Sorrow, and at this moment Nature 
had him aU to herself . 

Perish the callous heart and slanderous 
tongue, which can feel or utter that libel upon 
humanity, announcing that there is no grace 
in grief; that agony and anguish are visible 
alone by convulsive starts and contortions, 
and only audible by the loud wail of despera- 
tion ! There is a majesty in mourning, a sacred 
soul-inspiring awe, which command more re- 
spect and deference than thrones and sceptres ; 
more silent reverential contemplation than 
mosques and mausoleums, pyramids and pil- 
lars, temples and triumphal arches ; for there 
vanity mingles in the sentiment of the be- 
holder, and the eye is lost in the lapse and 
distance of time, the wreck of centuries, or 
the march of years. There the hand of the 
heathen may have raised the pile and the im- 
pure sacrifices which ascended with it, or 
the glaive of the tyrant may have mown 
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down thousands of his bleeding fellow-crea- 
tures to build up tbi? huge* impostor— this 
monument of ill-gotten fame ;— • whereas here 
(where the mourner stands) a living edifice, 
built by no perishable hand, suffers in our pre- 
sence : it is the breathing image of a wretched 
brother, and draws our sympathy, not by com- 
parison, or from doubtful record, but by sad evi- 
dence standing before us, suffering as we may 
suffer, and melting as we may melt. Here sympa- 
thy is active, and participation lively ; the like- 
ness is to the life ; and it is with this picture as it 
is with the figure of Death — that what is our 
neighbour's portion to-day may be our*s to- 
morrow. 

Young Herbert Greenlaw, in a graceful atti- 
tude, one hand bent and reclined on die cushion 
of his sofa, and the other hiding his eyes, lay 
for a few seconds mutely, but in a manly pos- 
ture; then chasing his tears, and motioning 
every one to withdraw, be folded the fatal letter 
in the bosom of his gown, and walked steadily 

m 5 
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to his chamber; perhaps he never appeared 
so nobly in his life. A very few minutes con- 
firmed what needed little more than a black 
seal and the first line of his father's letter to 
render certain. She was no more — life's fitfal 
fever was at an end ; — he had lost her whose 
tenderness for him betrayed her into innume- 
rable errors ; nay, misled his infant steps. Yet 
was it he who ought to accuse her ? She had 
loved unwisely, but excessively ; and had she 
even been a harsh, unkind mother, base is the 
son that renders evil for evil : — but it vras fir 
otherwise, the reverse to an incalculable degree. 
Nay, had she had all the faults and failings of 
centuries and generations on her head, she still 
was his mother. Death blots out the dark 
record of those inequalities of temper and treat- 
ment which we evince towards others and hare' 
to endure from them ourselves, and there only 
remain in aching heart and memory those loving 
acts which now must cease to the survivor-' 
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those departed scenes rendered doubly dear by 
the departing rays which memory sheds oyer 
their surface. 

Pardon, gentle reader ! I must wipe off the 
dew from my spectacles. I am short-sighted; 
so we are all, more or less. Perhaps I am grow- 
ing old; so are we all, from the cradle to the 
grave. And now a truce to moralizing, and I 
promise my fashionable friends not to be guilty 
of this transgression any more, if I possibly can 
help it, and if the subject can, in any way, be 
disposed of without sad or serious. reflection, 
doubt, or cogitation. We shall say nothing 
about Lady Gertrude's rapidly increasing ma- 
lady, which unfortunately was attributable to 
strong passions acting upon a weak frame — to 
mortified ambition and dejected hope, the 
fatigues of pleasure, cold and fever, fretting, 
loss of repose, the inability to take even passive 
exercise, consequent absence of appetite, a mind 
made unfit for confinement and a quiescent state, 
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the unavailing regrets arising from hidden 
causes, atid the apprehension of future evil 
now that all things were conspiring to bring 
hpt difficulties to broad daylight, whilst flbe 
was unable to exert herself in postponing, if not 
in averting them; throw into her cup Lady 
Panamar's wirie, the Baronetcy assumed by 
another, the sale of one estate, and the almost 
certain loss of another, and then the measure 
of her bitter draught was full. Nor were the 
delusive hopes of her son's building up his 
fortunes by a rich match sufficiently substan- 
tiated to admipistfer an antidote to the poison in 
her veins; for neither was he explicit on the 
subject, nor did he continue even to name it— - 
it appeared as if the prospect was very distant, or 
success uncertain ; and now it would have come 
too late. She did not either approve of his 
quitting the Guards. But here let us drop the 
curtain and the subject together. 

For three successive days he refused to see 
any one, and gave strict injunctions that no 
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letters or papers of any description whatever, 
unless directly from his father, were to be com- 
municated to him in any shape- The breakfast- 
room was almost filled with accounts and 
dunning epistles, and his hall-door besieged 
with claimants, partly on his late mother, and 
partly on himself. On the third day he allowed 
Villeroi to visit him. What would he not have 
given for the advice and comfort of Bramble- 
wood! 

The post of this day brought a tremen- 
dous tirade from the old Squire on the sub- 
ject of his extravagance. He did not know, 
half of the sums which Lady Gertrude had 
borrowed on his account and furnished him 
with; nor had he the remotest idea of her 
personal debts,, which she used to patch up and 
pay interest for. He reproached him with a 
want of candour and of cruelty in deceiving 
him into parting with his estate; represented 
himself as ruined thereby ; and begged to know 
whether his intended match was all an invented 
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falsehood (strong language for Herbert to be 
forced to hear, and to feel that he deserved) ; 
and, finally, asked him, as a man of honour, 
what was to be done ? 

" What is to be done, Villeroi f said he in 
great agitation ; ". for, entre nous, our second-best 
entailed estate we shall inevitably lose. n 

*' Why, old fellow, you must persuade your 
governor to pay nobody; to make over the 
town-house and furniture to you ; let him live 
abroad, until the Jews and the wst-tnd 
tradesmen are compromised with; draw the 
rents of Greenlaw Hall for himself, since you say 
that the tenantry of the disputed estate have 
received notice not to pay their rents to him ; 
and you must raise all you can by post-obit: 
(" That will be impossible ;") heap a couple more 
annuities on the hall, by insuring your life and 
trying to get some decent sort of a fellow for a 
collateral to secure your annuitants quarterly 
payments ; and you must in spite of your teeth 
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marry some ugly sinner with a plumb or two. 
I will try and look out for some young tradesman 
lately set up, who may be too happy— -too 
proud to be a collateral with an M . P. You 
may, perhaps, provide for some of his family 
by your parliamentary interest — (ironically.) 
And, by the by, you have another unentailed 
estate besides: you have only sold one un- 
entailed estate, and be-deviled the entailed 
one, riesUce pas T 

" That's a happy thought, for Greenlaw Hall 
won't bear a feather weight more : it has a bad 
name with the A. B.'s and X. Y.'s, where honour 
and secrecy may be depended on" 

The Tiger. — " Come, come, old fellow, dotft 
let them count you out. I say, is there no doing 
any thing with your tenantry, the jolly ale- 
drinking yeomanry?" 

" Nothing ! — I scarcely know them." 

"There it is! — you have carried it with too 
high a hand : the farmers are plain downright fel- 
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lows— they won't bear looking down upon. If 
you had been sociable with them, you might 
have touched their canvass bags. Rare fellows 
for a security, an acceptance, or any thing of 
that sort ! Giles Goodlad, of Broomleaf Farm, 
would be a most negotiable name upon a bill — 
But send me down to them. I can play the 
game through, from polished Pall-Mali to the 
sign of the Flying-horse, or the Blue-bell, a 
road-side inn, or a village ale-house. Bless 
you ! I'll play alUfours with them, or bowls, and 
let them win: that pleases them mightily. And 
then Colonel Greenlaw is such a good fellow 
and so altered— a fine young man, and not 
proud — will soon be down amongst them : sure 
to be returned for the borough this time again, 
and may give them a lift; besides, he may get 
a few of 'em Commissions in the Lisky, lad. 
That 's your sort, you have no occasion to 
give it in : you are not hit in the wind, if we 
can raise it. — So fare ye well 1" 
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This elevated his hopes awhile, and he pre- 
sumed to write to his father as advised,— slur- 
ring over the marriage by a hint that the affi- 
ance in view was no longer desirable, as he was 
sorry to say that the young lady had a previous 
engagement, until then unknown to him. This 
was a flimsy excuse, and the old gentleman saw 
through it. He rejected with contempt the pro- 
posals made to him, and meant honestly to pay 
all his late wife's debts by the sale of the only re- 
maining unentailed estate which he had left ; and 
would retire for life to Greenlaw Hall, reduce 
his establishment, and pay by instalments debts 
which must still stand over for a few years. As 
to the town-house, he did not like to part with 
it, as he had promised her Ladyship that he 
would not; but he (Herbert) might let it fur- 
nished for one hundred pounds per month, and 
live upon that the best way he could, for not 
one shilling more would he give him ; — and he 
was as good as his word in every point. The 
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fact is, that the worthy knight might have 
been the happiest man in the world in private 
life : he possessed all the domestic virtues. The 
country was his delight : there he was beloved 
and respected ; there he was at home. But his 
lady's ambition changed his course, dislocated 
him from his former habits, dragged him to 
town, and, by bringing up his only son in the 
style of extravagance which she did, disappoint- 
ed his fondest hopes in that quarter. 

The son now began most seriously to con* 
template ruin heaped upon ruin— calamity fol- 
lowed by calamity. He shut himself up for a 
while, but could not long endure solitude. His 
father had by this time actually retired from 
London and gay life to the country, as he had 
resolved, and where he did continue for the 
remnant of his days. And at this period so 
great was his displeasure at his son's conduct, 
that all intercourse betwixt them ceased. He 
(the son) had now nothing to trust to but 
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false appearances : he therefore parted with his 
ready-furnished house, and went to live in the 
Square, where he entertained in a most expen- 
sive style, kept up a splendid exterior, and 
set up a larger establishment than ever. 
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